Israel seizes 4,000 PLO passports 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli offkiab seized 4,080 
unaothoiised Disports issued by tbe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
oisatioQ (PLOi just before tt^ were smuggl^ out to Jordan on 
Tbufsday for Palestinian pQgriins bound for Mtoa, tbe array said. 
The panpons, seized hntU officials at the King Hussein 
Brid^, bore the names and photogr^hs of residents of Arab East 
JenialM and stfll-ocaqaed areas of tbe West Bank, an airay 
^keswoman said. “We see this as a sharp violatkm of the 0993 
Kraeli-PLO) accord on self-rule in Gaa aira Jeridto, whidi allows 
tte Palestinian Authority to issue passports only to reridents of the 
self-rule areas,” said tbe spokeswoman for Oren Sbabor, array 
p<^i^ chief for the occupM territories. Sbe said the passports 
were confiscated from a representative of the leiamie trust which 
oversees Muslim rites and religious aSaiis in Jerusalein. She said 
tbe representative tried to smuggle tbe passports to Jordan “to 
distribute them there to residents of the west Bank and Jerusalem 
making the Haj pUgrima^ to Mecca in Saudi Arabia.” PLO 
offidaB were not ixiunediately available for comment. 
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Joidan praised at opMhahBOlogy mH^ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chambeilaia Friaoe Ra*d Ben Zdd. 
idem of the Jotdmian Ew Bank Friends Sodmy, reotn^ 
on Friday afM beadn^ Jordan's dd^atioo to tin tfaini 
Arab f^dialiiiology cmference held in Marrakesh, Morocco 
un d»»r tM patronage of iCrw Hassan IL Prince Ra*d, who chaired 
several warms at tbe eoi^ieoce, saU tbe Jordaman del^ation 
presented several pweis at tbe oonfereoce on Jordan's aetieve- 
ments in o^rtbahncMogy. Participanis in die conference praised 
Jordan’s eaqierieace in tbe field of making avaBaUe corneas to 
those needing them. On the adefines of nie conference, Frinee 
Ra'd said he met wiA Secret General of the Anb-Ctehtbahno- 

logjsts Cbundn^inoe Abdui Ben Ahmad Ben Abdtd Am of 
Saudi Arabia and di$a»ed fields of cooperation between Jocdai 
and Saudi Aratm. He said be also met until the Moroccan health 
winfeter and tbc eovttnor of Marrakesh. Tbe confe r ence pr^ 
seated Mace Ra'd and Rinee ^xhil Aziz the oomicfi’s shield in 
nation of their efforts in hel|Nng the blind in both Jordan and 
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Pharmacists elect 
.association head 

'AMMAN (Petra) — Abdul 
”Rahini Issa was elected Fri- 
;day as president of tbe Jor- 
dan Pharmacists Association 
'for a two-year term. Three 
'-‘pharmacists were competing 
' for the president's post, 
-which Mr. Issa won after 
scoring 475 votes in the 
-second round of elections 
wfaidi took place on Friday. 
Tbe runners-up won 284 
-.votes while the third candi- 
date woo 232 votes. The 
number of eligible voters for 
the elections were 1,5^ 

Israel TV reports 
-Safi ‘infiitration’ 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Amed 
'man sneaked into Israel on 
•Friday and threatened fao- 
-'toiy workers with a pistol 
before a security guard 
opened fire and wounded 
-'hini, television reports said. 
-The army said h was chectog 
-the incident. Second Channel 
'TV said the iiffiltiator was a 
- 49-yeai-old who came from 
■ the town of Gbor Safi and 
sneaked across the bor^r 
just south of the Dead Sea. 
'"■The report said tbe infiltrator 
/^,plannM to carry out an 
‘ attad: in Israel. The man 
entered a magnesium foctory 
.near the desert dty of Sodom 
; and threatened vrorkers utith 
I his pistol, the report said. 
I.Tfae workers ran aw^ and 
' .alerted a security guard who 
.'opened fire, shooting the 
man in the leg. 

• flabln: Satellite to 
-.Improve intelligence 

'tel AVIV — Israel 
launched its Ofek-3 satellite 
-'..last week because it needs 
better intelhgenGe in the foce 
of growing extremism. Prime 
hfinister Intzhak Rabin said 
in remarks pubiisbed Friday. 
“'We want^ to reach the 
d)Uity of a satellite that can 

t 've os infonnation." Mr. 

abin told the Haaretz daily 
in an interview. It is widely 
believed that Ofek-3 is a spy 
satellite, though Israel never 
acknowledged this. Ofek re- 
portedly passes over some of 
Arab countries, including 
Syria and Iraq. Mr. Rabin 
said brael needed to think 
ahead in a changing Middle 
East. *T don't know what 
land of situations we will foce 
in tbe future, where tbe ene- 
mies will be, whether they 
will necessarily be enemies 
who are close by," Mr. Rabin 
said. He cited as an example 
foe possibility that Algeria, 
wUch has taken some steps in 
tbe nuclear field, could come 
under militant rule. “If there 
vron't be international activ- 
against extremist Islam... 
Twant to have a potential in 
the field of intelligence, 
beyond what we can achieve 
with our current means.” Mr. 
Rabin said. “AC least we will 
have the potential to make 
decisions that can be im- 
plemented in a short period 
of time.” 

Shah’s son wants 
Israel’s help 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
late Shah of Iran's eldest son. 
Reza F^avi, has called for 
Israeli help to topple the Isla- 
mic govemmetit in his coun- 
try, Yediot Aharonot re- 
ported Friday. “Israel can 
convince Arab countries with 
which it has made peace and 
other countites to su(^rt 
our action against the ayatol- 
lahs' regime,” the exiled 
prince told the paper in an 
interview. Persian broadcasts 
on Israeli raffio could play an 
important role because many 
Iranians listen to Israel's 
news progranu^, he said. 
Reza Pahlavi said he had met 
Israeli offidals but declined 
to name them. 


Manila turns over 
suspect to U.S. 

MANILA (R) — The Philip- 
pines has handed over to the 
United States a foreigner re- 
portedly linked to the alleged 
brains the 1993 bombing of 
the World Trade Centre in 
w York, President Fidel 
Ramos said on Friday. The 
suspect, Abdul Hakim 
Mui^, was turned over to 
U.S. c^dals in Manila on 
Wednesday to face trial in the 
United States. 


U.N. approves limited 
Iraq oil sales plan 

Aziz criticises U.S. role, but 
does not reject proposal outright 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
des) — Ira^ on Friday gained 
U.N. permission to sell oil to 
buy food, medidne and other 
supplies for its people who 
are suffering under United 
Nations sanctions. 

Iraq immediately raised 
doubts that it would accept 
the offer, accusing the United 
States of blocking a “work- 
able” approach. But it ffid 
not reject the plan outright. 

The U.N. Security Coundl 
unanimously approved a 
draft resolution on the oil 
plan, which constitutes a tem- 
porary lifting of some sanc- 
tions. 

If Baghdad accepts tbe re- 
newable plan, it would mark 
the first major breadi in the 
wall of crippling sanctions 
erected after Iraq's August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The resolution was drafted 
by the United States and 
Britain and also sponsored by 
Argentina, Oman and Rwan- 
da. 

American U.N. envoy 
Madeline Albright, speaking 
after the vote, strewed the 
resolution was “not a lifting 
of the sanctions on the Iraqi 
regime, but a humanitarian 
exception to the sanctions for 
the benefit of the Iraqi peo- 
ple,” with whom she said the 
coundl had no quarrel. 

' If Iraq refused to imple- 
ment the scheme, sbe added, 
it would only be because it 
“does not know to take yes 
for an answer.*' 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz said efforts 


reach a resolution that 
could be workable and dear 
of biased political motiva- 
tions have been blocked by 
the U.S.” 

He accused the United 
States of conducting a “pub- 
lic relations campaign” while 
actually seeking to keep sanc- 
tions on Iraq^ and infiinging 
on its sovereign^. 

In a statement issued at the 
United Nations, Mr. Aziz 
also accused Washington of 
rushing Security Council 
negotiations on the plan. 

“I regret that the positive 
and sincere efforts wc made 
throu^out the last 10 days, 
and tbe efforts made by a 
significant number of the 
members of the coundl to 
reach a resolution that could 
be workable and clear of 
triased political motivations 
have bMn blocked by the 
United States,” Mr. Ais 
said. 

“It is quite dear to the 
members of the coundl that 
the United States did not 
intend in pushing this resolu- 
tion to help alleviate the 
humanitarian hardships in 
Iraq. 

The U.S. exercise was on 
the one hand a public rela- 
tions campaign, and on the 
other a deliberate effort to 
jeopardise the proqaects of 
lifting the whole economic 
sanctions and to infringe on 
the sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of Iraq. 

“It was also quite clear to 
the members or the coundl 
that this resolution was 


rushed agdnst the will of the 
majority in the coundl in 
order to undermine the con- 
structive and sincere discus- 
sions that were developing In 
the coundl to solve major 
issues in a manner that would 
have product a text serving 
the dedared purpose without 
any biased political motiva- 
tions. 

“The United States bears 
the fiill responsibility for pre- 
venting the coundl from 
reaching that result." 

The U.N. offer aims to 
deflect critidsm by Iraq and 
other countries that ordinary 
Iraqis are suffering from the 
sanctions. 

Chances for lifting sanc- 
tions, ^ich indude a ban on 
oil sdes. dimmed this after 
U.N. weapons inspMons said 
Iraq may be making germ 
warfare agents. 

But Italian Ambassador 
Francesco Fuld told the 
coundl that a suffering child 
in Iraq is “no different” than 
one in Somalia — both 'de- 
serve humanitarian relief. 

Oil, to be sold at fair mar- 
ket value, would begin flow- 
ing only after Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali re- 
ports on negotiations with 
Iraq on details of the plan. 
Th^ would cover arrange- 
ments for U.N. monitoring of 
the oil deals and to ensure 
Chat food, medidne and other 
essentials bou^t with some 
of the proceeds reach all sec- 
tors of the Iraqi people. 

(Coatimied on page 7) 


Turkey will quit Iraq 
in weeks, Inonu says 


VOULIAGMENI, Greece 
(Agendes) — Turltista Fore- 
ign hffinister Erdal Inonu said 
on Friday Turkey would pull 
out of northern Iraq in a 
matter of weeks. 

“It's a matter of weeks. 
How many I don't know. We 
will leave when the objective 
is achieved," he told a news 
conference while attending 
an international meeting in 
Greece, 

Turkey has been under 
pressure from its Western 
allies to give a date for the 
end of its military operation 
against Kordisb guerrillas in 
northern Iraq, now in its 36th 
day. 

“The state must protect its 
citizens. It can't tell its 
dtizens *we can't protect you 
because our friends are pro- 
testiirg'.” Mr. Inonu told re- 
porters on the sidelines of a 
meetiim of the 11-member 
Black economic coopera- 
tion group. 

U.S. offidals have said 
Turkey should announce a 
date for withdrawal from 
northeni I^ before Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
leaves for the United States 
on Saturday. She meets Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton on 
Wednesday. 

Turkish troops on Friday 
killed 19 Kurdish Latour 
Party (PKK) rebels in north- 
ern Iraq and at least nine in 
eastern Turkey, military offi- 
dals reported. 

Anatolian news agency 
quoted the army’s genend 
staff as saying 19 PKK rebels 
were killed in nortbem Iraq 
and that over the past 2A 
hours two soldiers bad been 
killed and two wounded. 

The military report said 
446 PKK rebels had been 
killed and 12 captured since 
Turkey laundied its cross- 
border operation on March 
20. It did not give figure for 
overall army casualties. Offi- 
dab on Thursday said 43 
soldiers had died since March 
20 . 

Military offidals in eastern 
Turkey told reporters that 
nine meniJlas were killed 
and five Turkish soldiers 
wounded in fierce clashes in 
Turkey's TUnceli province on 
Friday. 

They said five members of 


tiie PKK were killed and five 
soldiers were wounded in a 
clash near Hozat Town. Six 
'Turkish helicopters struck re- 
bel positions despite heavy 
rain. 

Witnesses said hundreds of 
troops were moved to the. 
region from Tunoeli town. 

Four PKK guerrillas were 
killed in a dash near Ovadk 
town, tbe offidals said. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of tbe reports. 

PKK leader Abdullah Oca- 
lan warned Iraqi Kurdish fac- 
tions Friday not to strike 
deals wicfa Ankara and vowed 
that his forces would w^e a 
guerrilla war against Turkish 
troops from mountain stron- 
gholds in northern Iraq. 

In an interview with the 
Arabic daily A1 Sh^ A1 
Awsac, Mr. Ocalan criticised 
“certain Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq which are deal- 
ing with Ankara.” notably 
the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) led by Massud 
Baizani. 

Mr. Ocalan said be hoped 
“Barzaiu does not fall mto 
the trap set by Turkey to 
push him into ‘ffivide and 
rule'.” He was speaking in 
tbe Bekaa Valley in eastern 
Lebanon, 

Mr. Ocalan also dismissed 
as “lies” Turkish claims that 
its troops had destroyed sdl 
PKK bases in northern Iraq. 

“Our fighters are de- 
ploying in strate^ moun- 
tains to wage a guerrilla war" 
against TWkisii troops, he 
said, adding that the Turkish 
forces bad “reached some of 
our positions on the plains 
with their tanks.” 

Mr. Ocalan also told the 
Arabic daily A1 Hayat ffiat be 
was ready for “unconditional 
ffialogue for a political solu- 
tion” with Turkey, but was 
eqi^y ready for a “Jihad” 
or holy war against Ankara. 

'The PKK leader said he 
favoured “a voluntary fed- 
eration or any other negoti- 
able plan.” 

But if violations of tbe 
Kurds' national rights con- 
tinued they would be “justi- 
fi^ in conducting a jihad in 
the name of humanity and 
l^am.” 


Israeli 
soldier 
wounded 
in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
An Israeli soldier was 
seriously wounded Friday 
when Hizbollah guerrillas 
fired mortars at bis position 
in South Lebanon, Israel's 
proxy militia said. 

The soldier was flown 
helicopter to a hospital in 
northern Israel after the 
attack in Rihan in the centi^ 
sector of Israel's self-dedared 
“security zone,” the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) mihtia 
said. 

A dozen mortar shells 
landed on or around the 
Israeli porition. 

In a statement issued in 
Beirut Hizbollah said its 
fighters fired at “enemy con- 
centrations in Rihan and in- 
flicted casualties among their 
ranks.” 

Meanwhile, tbe United 
Nations Interi m F orce In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) came 
under harsh criticism Friday 
after some of its officers 
attended jmnt military exer- 
cises Israeli troops and 
SLA miUtiamen. 

Hizbollah said the pre- 
sence of U.N. officers at the 
drills “contradicted tbe man- 
date of these (UNIFIL) 
forces to help Lebanon and 
its government to end the 
occupation.” 

Haj Hussein A1 Khalil, 
^ef of Hirixillafa's political 
buMU, said the development 
was tantamount to an “inter- 
national legalisation of the 
occupation." 

Israeli troops and SLA 
miUtiamen Thesday staged 
war games inside the “secur- 
ity zone.” 

Tanks, heUoopter gunships 
and field artillery were us^ 
in tbe one-hour manoueuvres 
in the foothills of Mount Her- 
mon. 

UNIFIL ^kesman Timur 
Goksel said only t wo junior 
officers of UNIFIL’s Norwe- 
gian battalion attended the 
exercises on their own initia- 
tive without U.N. authorisa- 
tion. 

“It's not a shift in policy," 
he told the Associate Pi^ 
by telephone. 



f «r a f K soldiers f*«**iT their weapms at a dosme of PaksliiHaD tenritories ahe a d of 
BethMiem roadbloek as they impose a total Jewish holiday (AFP photo) 

Arafat cool to truce, says 
all must respect Oslo deal* 


GAZA (Agencies) — Mem- 
bers of foe Palestine Ubera- 
ticm Organisation (PLO) and 
Hamas from Gaza agreed to 
a truce on Friday but PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat re- 
fused to accept it vrithout a 
Hamas commitment to stop 
attacks on Israelis from 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

“If there is to be an agree- 
ment between all factions, 
Hamas would have to agree 
not to carry out attacks from 
self-rule areas.” a PLO offi- 
dai told Reuters. 

Mr. Arafat also insisted 
that Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
their opposition to fils 
1993 Oslo peace agreement 
with Israel. 

“This is a new develop- 
mem for the worse,” said 
Hamas member Imad 
FaloojI. “If we reach an 


agreeement with tbe author- 
ity it wiU not mean we will 
respect tbe Oslo agreement,” 
he told Reuters. 

Mr. Arafat, who heads the 
self-rule authority in Gaza 
and Jericho, was visibly angry 
when he talked to repo^rs 
hours after receiving a joint 
communique issued after the 
PLO-Hamas meeting. 

“Nothing has been reached 
at all,” be said. 

“First of all, they have to 
respect what has been agreed 
upra,” he told reporters. 

“This peace agreement 
(with I^el) was signed in tbe 
name of the PLO as tbe sole 
representative of Palestinians 
everywhere and every orga- 
nisation has to rcspea it." 

Mr. Arafat also said the 
target date set by the PLO 
and Israel for reaching an 


agreement on an IsraeU troop 
pullout from West Bank 
towns was the “last chance" 
for tbe two sides. 

“We have some promises 
that June will be the date 
(when agreement will be 
reached)," he said. “June is 
not so We gave many 
chances, and Jane is tiie last 
chance.” 

Israel insists that tbe target 
date agpr^ on is Jnly I, not 
June. 

Hamas leader Mahmoud 
A1 y.ahar and alxnit 20 mem- 
bers of his organisation and 
other opposition factions 
took ' part in the 90-minute 
meeting with Fateh leaders to.f 
hand fum the draft. 

However. Islamic Jihad 
was absent as most of its 

(Omtlnied on page 7) 


Rabin ready to remove colonies 
as part of final agreement 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel will dis- 
mantle some Jewish settle- 
ments in its final peace 
accord with tbe Palestinians, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said in an interview 
published Friday. 

Mr. Rabin has been reiuo- 
tant to talk about bis plans 
for tbe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip under a final peace 
agreement with the Puesti- 
niaos. His statements Friday 
marked the first time be 
spoke about dismantling Jew- 
ish settlemenis in su^ an 
accord. 

Talks on tbe final status of 
tbe West Bank and Gaza are 
scheduled to begin in 2996. 

However, implementation 
of stage two of the five-year 
interim phase — Israeli troop 
withdrawal from West Bank 
towns and Palestinian elec- 
tions — has been delayed 


because of a rash of attacks 
by militants on Israelis. 

In opinion poll released 
Friday showed that most 
Israelis want to halt or sus- 
pend tbe autonomy iiegotia- 
tions with the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
after a double suicide- 
bombing in Gaza. 

Tbe Dabaf institute poll in 
Yediot Aharonot newspaper 
said 38 per cent wanted a halt 
to the peace process and 31 
per cent a suqiension. 

Only 30 per cent backed 
Mr. Rabin's decision to 
plough on with the negotia- 
tions while one per cent gave 
no opinion, showed the poll 
of 507 peo^e. 

The poll, with a maigin of 
error of four per cent, was 
carried out on Tuesday and 
Wednesday after the attacks 
near two Jewish settlements 
in Gaza which killed eight 


Israeli people on Sunday. 

Fifty-three per cent were 
Bgamst dismantUng the two 
settlements, Netzarim and 
Kfer Darom, whOe 40 per 
cent were in favour. 

Mr. Rabin told tbe Maariv 
daily that he would not dis- 
mantle settlements during the 
1994-1999 interim period o( 
Palestinian self-rule, even- 
thou^ a majority of minis- 
ters in bis cabinet favours 
doing so. 

“Leaving (these) settle- 
ments in place pots a heavy 
buiden on the army ... but 
along with that, I was and am 
sure that during tbe interim 
arrangement it is not neces- 
sary to uproot settlements,” 
Mr. Rabm told Maariv. 

“I (fidn't say we will not 
dismantle settlements in the 
final status arrangeinents. In 

(CMthmed on page 7) 


Jordan 
‘does not 
condone 
terrorist 
activity’ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
has deiued tiiat it condoned 
Hamas operations and 
pledged to curb ill^al activi- 
ties on its territory by any 
extremist group. 

“Jordan categorically re- 
jects any faints ffiat Ind to 
blanung any parties in the 
Ehqpiom for certain t er ro ris t 
acts," Foreign Minister 
Ab^ Karim Kabariti said. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat called Wednesday on 
Jordan to silence officials of 
tile Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas , in Amman 
who have often attacked tbe 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
be heads. 

He d&aiged that Hamas 
was giving orders and distri- 
buting finanea from Amman . 

Mr. Kabaxiti said: “Jordan 
refused to take the responsi- 
bility for any terrorist activi- 
ties not related to any certi- 
fied Jordanian group. 

“And it will not allow any 
political grom to work witii- 
oot prior official licence, in 
line whh tiie construction and 
pertinent laws, provided that 
it renounced vu^ence." 

He noted that “any party 
bteadxi^ those terms wonid 
render it legally accountable 
before the law. 

Hamas has no official rep- 
resentaliM m Amman but 
two of its senior officials live 
here, spokesman Ibrahim 
Ghosfae and Mohammad 
Nazzal who says be repre- 
sents the movement in Jor> 
dan. 

Interior Minister Salameb 
Hammad summoned Mr. 
Ghosbe, a Jordanian dtizeo, 
on Wednesday to warn him 
against issuing statements 
atiiich could “haim another 
state," mternatiopal agencies 
reported. 

Tbe Muslim Brotfaeriiood 
criticised the move. 

This is an irresponsible 
act tantamount to hijack op- 
erations,’' it said in a state- 
ment. 

’“The Brotherhood also 
condemned as “oppressive” a 
cradtdown on militants by 
Mr. Arafat’s self-rule author- 
ity since Sunday’s bmnbfea. 

Hamas, meanwhile ^ 
jected to Jordan’s rebul^g 
its offidals in Amman and 
said it bop^ the Kingdom 
would reftnin from such acts 
in future. 

In a statement issued in 
Jernsalem, Hamas said: 

“We in Hamas hope that 
tiiis unfortunate incident will 
not be repea^ in tire future 
particulany tince the move- 
ment repr es ents tiie boj^ of 
the nation and is in the fore- 
front in defending it against 
die fierce Zionist aggres- 
aon.” 


University feud seen on way to end 
after prime minister’s intervention 


By Rana Hosseini 
SpeaW to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A crisis that 
developed between two fac- 
tions and led to clashes at the 
Uiuverrity of Jordan on April 
5 appears to be on its wav Co 
be settled after Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
intervened in tbe dispute, 
commoRfty leaders said Fri- 
day. 

They said that during sepa- 
rate meetings on Wednesday 
with r^esentatives of the 
Circassian and Chechen com- 
munities and Parliament 
members fiom Balqa Cov- 
ernorate, Sharif Zeid pledged 
to pursue all the measures to 
ensure law and order and 
prevent any repetition of tbe 
violent incidents whidi occur- 
red in the university campus. 

Tbe prime minister uig^ 
students to exercise restraint 
and settle the differences 
sparked by the events. 

"National unity mid the 
rule of law remain among ffie 
major priorities of the gov- 
ernment at a time when 
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ettoits are being exerted to- 
wards constructing a modeni 
state," Sharif Zeid was 
quoted as saying by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

“Tbe government will not 
tolerate any attempt to tam- 
per with the countiy's secur- 
and stability under any 
circuinstances,” the prime 
minister added. 

The April S dashes at tbe 
umversity were staoled by 
afiditb^een two students 
and develrmed into a larger 
brawl involving more than 
100 students of Circassian 
and Salt origiD. Dc»eiis of 
students were injur^. 

As community leaders 
were attempting ^ settle tbe 
crisis, dashes erupted again 
on Wednesday when ne^y 
10 people described as non- 
students by witnesses entered 
the campus and started a 
fi^t whi^ left tiiree students 
injured. 

Ahmad Lawzi, speaker of 
the UppOT House of Parlia- 
ment, said after Wednesday 
meetings (bat the prime 
minister emphasised drat leg- 




al action would be taken 
against the instigators or per- 
petrators of the violenra. 

Samir Qardan, preridentof 
tile Circassian Sodety, said it ' 
was important to ensure ^ 
national uniqr and tiie coun- 
try’s reputation and for stu- 
drats to return to their clas- 
ses saMy. 

At the same time, he 
added, “we hope th^ the, 
incidents will not reoccur.” * 

“We will not aec^ ffie 
idea of being attacked, but 
anoe tbe day of the first 
incident, we have controlled 
tile situation and calmed our 
youth who were involved in 
the inddeut,” Mr. Qardan 
said Friday. 

According to Mr. Qardan, 
a meeting will be held soon to 
meet with leaders of Salt 
oommunity to settle the issue. 

“In a recent meeting with 
them w both agreed that 
there is no diffmence be- 
tween Saltis and Circas- 
sians,” he said. 

A Salt commusiity l ea der 
said families in $^t were 
expecting qui^ action frem 


tile government. 

"A (luick solution 
needed because we cann 
control the actions of a 
youth and the Circassis 
youth as well and their desi 
to take reveiigB from ea< 
other," he told the Jordi 
Times on condition of anon 
mity. 

Aooording to the man, 
meeting wiU be held soi 
between the two parties b 
tiiat peofde in ^t have sm 
requests “in order for ti 
g^lem to be solved peat 

He said that Salt famili 
were demanding that t 
{iroblem be solved in a trai 
tional tribal manner. 

This will be the first $t 
towards settling tbe problei 
he said. 

“No one can guarantee t 
safety of Salt and Circassi 
students, and their lives v 
always represent a threat 
eadi other unless there wa 
comprehensive and fir 
solution to restore tbe pn 
lem,” said the commun 
leader. 
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U.N. report 
casts doubt on 


Iraq statements 


UNITED NATIONS 
(USI>^ — The U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission over- 
seeing the destnicdon of 
Iraqi weapons (UNSCOM) 
says that its long-term 
monitoring and verincation 
system is in place, but it 
cannot yet assure the 
Security Council that Bagh- 
dad is no longer a threat to 
the international commun- 
ity, U.N. ofRcials and di- 
plomats say. 

It will be some time, they 
note, before all of Iraq’s 


facilities, equipment and 
imports are oeme watched 


imports are bemg watched 
closely enough to make 
such assurances. 

UNSCOM Chairman 
Ambassador Rolf Ekeus 
submitted a written report 
to the council April 10 and 
then met with council 
members on April 12 and 
13, responding to questions 
about how and why UN- 
SCOM can be confident 
that Iraq's future capabili- 
ties in each of the banned 
areas — chemical, biolojgic- 
al, nuclear, and ballistic 
weapons — can be watched 
without lapses by the Un- 
ited Nations. 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said 
April 12, following a meet- 
ing with Mr. Ekeus, that 
the United States has “the 
highest confidence” in UN- 
SCOM ’s work. 

She pointed out, howev- 
er, that the problem is with 
Iraq’s lack of compliance 
and not the Special Com- 
mission. 

"Ambassador Ekeus 
noted that the monitoring 
regime cannot be substan- 
tively effective because 
Iraq has not cooperated yet 
in major areas... The most 
disturbing fact is that Iraq 
may weU have produced 
bioio|^cal weapons which 
remains unaccounted for,” 
she said. 

UNSCOM's problem 
'mtb the long-term moni- 


toring, Ms. Albri^tsaid, is 
that “it does not nave some 


that “it does not have some 
of the baseline material 
(from Iraq) to make U 
effective.” 

Speaking with reporters 
after one private meeting 
with the council, Mr. 
Ekeus said that “we have 
no reservations on the 
mechanism that is in place 
and humming along in a 
very satisfoctory way. Our 
problem is, of course... 
tiiat we have some items in 
die biological area whkh 
are not accounted for and 
we are not able to control 
these capabilities, liiere- 
fore, in a substantive sense, 
there are still some short- 
comings.” 

The formal, written re- 
port to the council said tiiat 
Baghdad did not provide 
complete information on its 
biological weapons prog- 
rammes or account for all 
the items related to those 
programmes. UNSCOM 
said Iraq imported “very 
laige quantities of comploc 
growth media,” us^ to 
grow bacteria for germ 
warfare, and has failM to 
provide a satisfactory 
accounting of the purposes 
and use of the growth 
media. 

“With Iraq's failure to 
account for the use of these 
items and materials for 


legitimate purposes, the 
omv conclusion that can be 


omy conclusion that can be 
drawn is that there is a high 
risk that they had been 
purchased and used for... 
acquisition of biological 
warfare agents.” the UN- 
SCOM report said. 

The report also said that 
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the chemical weapons 
monitoring system is now 
operational, but that new 
information provided by 
Baghdad in March is being 
reviewed in light of Iraq's 
daim that significantly re- 
duced quantities of chemic- 
al warfare agents were pro- 
duced. 

“Iraq now dedares that it 
produced 290 tonnes of 
chemical weapons agents 
less than previously 
stated," the report said. 

Mr. Ekeus said that “be- 
fore we had a reasonable 
material balance of precur- 
sors compared with finally 
produced chemical agents 
for warfare purposes. Now 
when they lowered the 
numbers, we will have 
questions about what hap- 
pened on Ae other siefe. 
That creates a veiy com- 
plex situation. 

He said the United Na- 
tions is now contacting che- 
mical weapons experts 
around the world “ro we 
can get a broad internation- 
al sdentific group coming 
in a few weeks’ time to 
work over all this data to 
get an answer” to what the 
changes mean. 

Although Iraq claims 
that all of its chemical 
weapons equipment was 
destroyed during the Gulf 
war. UNSCOM said In its 
report to the council that it 
has been unable to verify 
that claim independently 
and “cannot definitively 
account for all the equip- 
ment of concern.” 

UNSCOM said that its 
experts visited 57 chemical 
sites: 17 universities, col- 
leges and research institu- 
tions (to assess their re- 
search potential): and five 
military storage depots (be- 
cause of their potential to 
store chemical weapons). 
UNSCOM said it expects 
that the number of chemic- 
al sites monitored will in- 
crease with the develop- 
ment of Iraq's chemical in- 
dustry. 

Asked about reports that 
Iraq is continuing research 
in nuclear weapons. Mr. 
Ekeus said that there is 
“enough concern to con- 
tinue to ejqplore this issue 
and that, fundamentally, is 
up to the IAEA (Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy 
Agency) to explain.” 

In the meantime UN- 
SCOM and the IAEA, 
which is overseeing Iraq's 
nuclear capabilities, have 
plans to set up a special 
export/import mechanism 
to monitor future sales or 
supplies for Iraq's nuclear 
needs that could be di- 
verted to a nuclear 
weapons programme once 
the sanctions against Iraq 
have been lifted, according 
to the UNSCOM report. 

The whole scheme rests 
on a system of notifications 
made by Iraq and the gov- 
ernments of exporters of 
the so-called “dual pur- 
pose” items to Iraq. It 
would become operational 
as soon as it is approved by 
the Security CoutKnl and 
will begin handling the nuc- 
lear items while the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee su- 


pervises the remainder of 
Ir^'s imports. 

Ine planning began 18 


months ago with a series of 
conferences attended by in- 
ternational experts, U.N. 
officials and experts from 
those governments that 
have h^ wide experience 
in exporting goods to Iraq 
prior to the imposition of 
sanctions. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt to upgrade relations with South Korea 




iwMWi 






SEOUL (AP) — Ejgypt has agreed to establish ftiH 
diplomatic relations with South Korea soon, a senior Stmtii 
Korean foreign ministry official said Thursday. The offi. 
cial, requesting anonymity, said that South Korea ws$ 
informed of the Egyptian decision through dmlomatie 
channeb this week. Arrangements were being matte to sign 
a protocol upgrading the two countries’ consular relatithR 
to the full ambassadorial-level ties, he said. Egypt and 
South Korea have maintained consular relations tince 
1961. Egypt, which has been friendly with Seoul’s rival, 
communist North Korea, so far has been reluctant to open 
formal ties with South Korea. According to Seoul officials, 
Eg^t has been pro-North Korea, apparently because it 
feels indebted to the Nonh for dispatching pilots to fly- 
Egyptian MiG fighter jets in the 1973 war against Israel. 
PreMdent Hosni Mubarak was the Egyptian air force duef 
of staff at that time, they said. But Mr. Mubarak now 
appears to be changing hb pro-Pyongyang attitude after 
North Korean President Kim n Sung died last July, ^ 
officials said. 


Parents plead for help to find kidnapped son 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — The parents of a Lebanese boy 
kidnapp^ 18 montiis ago appealed Wednesday to t^ 
authorities step up the search for their missing diild. llie 
parents of Amid Eid last had news of their son in October . 
1993 four months aJfter he was kidnapped in broad dayii gh t 
outside their home in Bdiamoun, a Druze district of BeiJm 
on July 26 that yeare. Four hours after his kidnap a 
message arrived by taxi demanding a $1 million ransom for 
their 10-year-old son. After several threatening {Acne 
(^Is, Nehme Eid managed to raise $125,000 by mortga^ng , 
his homeland selling some land. But the kidnappers turned ' 
down the offer, and there has been no news of Amid since. 
The d^perate parents have already taken their case to> 
Lebanese leaders winning an audience with President Elias 
Hrawi and Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, but to no avail. 
“We don’t understand how those who succeeded in 
disarming the militias and ended- 15 years of war cannot 
find the kidnappers of a child,” Mr. Eid said. 


U.S, warns Turkey EU deal could be lost Spanish businessmen visit Iraq 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States has told Tur- 
key that its bid to join the 
European customs union 
would probably be defeated 
if the vote took place now 
because of opposition to 
Ankara’s incursion into Iran, 
a senior U.S. official said on 
Thursday. 

The official also acknow- 
ledged inherent difficulties in 
a U.S. policy which relies on 
Turkey's efforts to end cross- 
border rebel attacks by en- 
couraging rival Iraqi Kurdish 
factions to settle their differ- 
ences. 

He briefed reporters on 
condition of anonymiw after 
a trip to Turkey by Deputy 
Secretary of State Strobe Tal- 
bott and Assistant Secretary 
of State Richard Holbrooke. 

Their talks in Ankara 
underscored the administra- 
tioh’s heightened focus on 
Turkey as Europe’s post-cold 
war security frontline and 
helped prepare the ground 
for a visit to Washington next 
week by Turkish Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller. 

The United States, while 


less publicly critical than 
other North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) allies, 
has made clear that Ankara’s 
decision to send 35.000 
troops into Iraq on Mardi 20 
to wipe out Kurdish Ld)our 
Party (PKK) bases has dam- 
ped Turkey’s standing in foe 
international community and 
must be ended soon. 

This point was reinfor^i 
by Mr. Talbott and Mr. Hol- 
brooke, who stressed to Ms. 
Ciller the importance of the 
next six months as the runup 
to a vote by the European 
Parliament on Turkey’s long- 
sought bid to join the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) customs 
union, a prelude to full EU 
membership. 

But the officials came away 
with no commitment as to a 
specific taraet date for Tur- 
key to withdraw its troops 
from Iraq, something U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has said should 
be announced before Ms. Oi- 
ler's U.S. visit. 

Turkish officials in Ankara 
repeated assurances that foe 
operation would be over in a 


few weeks, but that “dura- 
tion is something we're not 
1(10 per cent clear on.” the 
offiaal said. 

He said Mr. Talbott and 
Mr. Holbrooke told Ms. Cil- 
ler “foe most important di- 
plomatic objective is to have 
foe European Parliament 
approve the customs union 
that was approved by EU 
nations” in March. 

“It is our judgement based 
on our soundings in Europe 
that if the European Parlia- 
ment were to vote today, that 
customs union would be defe- 
ated.” said the official, who 
added that Ms. Ciller did not 
dispute that statement. 

Th.e official also said Mr. 
Talbott and Mr. Holbrooke 
stressed the need for Turkey , 
to move forward with a 
democratisation programme 
vriiich has been held , up in 
parliameni. 

‘There have been., civilian 
casualities due to Turkey's 
incursion, but these are in- 
eritable in such operations 
and “we have no reports of 
any major disasters." the 
offidal said. 


State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas. Bums said 
Thursday the United States 
has told both the Dutch and 
Turkish government that 
Washington opposes the 
creation of a parliament-in- 
exile for the PKK. 

“We have seen the reports 
that the PKK pariiament-in- 
exile will be. meeting in the 
Netherlands.” he said. “We 
think that the PKK is a brutal 
terrorist organisation, and we 
obviously don't support the 
creation of any kind of parlia- 
ment-in-exile that is associ- 
ated with the PKK. We’ve 
made those views known to 
both ^emments in the last 
24 hours.” 

Mr. Bums said it was his 
understanding that the peo- 
ple who will ^ meeting have 
not .violated. Dutch law and 
.theri^fore tljeip weren't “any 
grounds to deny them the 
right to meet. But I. do want 
to reaffirm that it's our posi- 
tion that this is a brutal ter- 
rorist organisation, and we 
obviously don’t support the 
convening of a parliament of 
this nature in any way.” 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A Spanish delegation of business- 
men and doctors arrived Thursday in B^dad as guests of 
the ministry of industry and mineral resources, the official , 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) reported. The report said die | 
group induded 28 representatives from 20 Sp^ish com- 
plies and a medical team of eye and bone specialists. INA : 
did not say how long they would be staying in Ir^. A j 
number of Arab and Western delegations have visited I 
Iraq in recent monfos to discuss business contracts that 
would take effect when a four-year-old international j 
embargo, imposed on Iraq after the Gulf war, is lift^. I 


Clinton; Somalia *most depressing” moment 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton said on 
Thursday that the most depresring moment of his preaden- 
cy was when a dozen American troops died in fitting in 
Somalia on Oct. 4, 1993. “It was the most personaOy 
depressing moment to me," he said in a CNN interview. 
The troops were killed in fighting in Mogadishu with 
guerrillas loyal to a Somali warlord. U.N. peacekeeper. 


including American forces, ultimately gave up effoiis to 
capture the warlord. Mohammad Farah Aideed. Mr. 


capture the warlord. Mohammad Farah Aideed. Mr. 
Clinton said foe United States learned a lesson from the 


Somalia experience which irput to use in more successful"^ 
missions in Rwanda and Haiti. He said one of tbe most i 


exhilarating moments of his.'> presidency was when his 
economic plan of cutting deficit spending and raising taxes 
on the wealthy was pased by one vote in the Senate in 
1993. 


Philippines, Kuwait clinch air pact 


Libya defiant after 3 years of sanctions 


NICOSIA (AFP) — U.N. 
sanctions on Libya enter their 
fourth year on ^(urday with 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi still laughing in the 
face of Western demands and 
now vowing to bust the air 
embargo. 

Foreign experts and diplo- 
mats based in Tripoli said 
Libya can hold out against 
the West as long as U.S. oil 
exports which bring in $9 
billion a year remain un- 
affeaed by the sanctions. 

Not only has Libya refused 
to hand over two suspects 
wanted for the Lockerbie 
bombing in December 1988. 
but last month Colonel 
Qadhafi pledged to fly Li- 
lian pilgrims to Mecca for 
the annual pilgrimage. 

A U.N. ban on interna- 
tional air travel was slapped 
on Tripoli on April 15. 1992 
to force Libya to hand over to 
either Britain or the United 
States the two suspects ac- 
cused of bombing of a U.S. 
plane which blew up over 
Lockerbie, Sctoland. killing 
270 people. 

The air embargo, which 


also bans the delivery of 
plane parts, was coupled with 
military sanctions and 
broadened in late 1993 to 
include a ban on $ome*equip- 
ment for the oil industry that 
provides 90 per cent of 
Libya's income. 

Libya has also refused to 
cooperate with France seek- 


ing to question four Libyan 
ofricials about the 1989 


officials about the 1989 
bombing of a French plane 
that left 170 people dead. 

Expatriate workers in Tri- 
poli say Libya has mana^d 
10 foil the embargo by buying 
spare parts for its Boeing 727 
fleet through third parties 
and being prepared to tey 
four times the normal price. 

“Libyan Arab Airline 
planes have kepi on ensuring 
internal connections, 
although the frequency of the 
flints has considerably de- 
creased." a diplomat, who 
asked not to be named, told 
AFP in Cyprus by telephone. 

The same applies to ban- 
ned oil equipment such as 
refining parts. 

“Libya has stockpiled 
spare parts that would keep 



Muammar Qadhafi 


its oil industry running for 
two years, unless a major 
accident happens, in a refin- 
er for c.xample.” a Western 
oil firm official operating in 
the Eastern Desert said. 

But Tripoli's drive to build 
up its reserves of spare parts 
requires large sums, which 
affects the budget, he added. 


Inflation has been steadily 
rising, shown by the fall of 
Libyan dinar on the black 
market where it is now worth 
30 cents, compared with S3 ai 
the official rate, said Tripoli 
residents. 

Despite a threat earlier this 
year by the United States to 
impose a full oil embargo. 
Tripoli remains confident 
that countries with stakes in 
Libyan oil such as Italy. Ger- 
many and Belgium will 
oppose any such plans, the 
diplomat said. 

So Libya has pressed ahead 
with plans to break the air 
embargo. 

Calls have been issued via 
the official media lo volun- 
teer for the Mecca flights and 
Friday prayers have been 
dominated by the issue, resi- 
dents said. 

But there are doubts about 
how serious Tripoli is. even 
though the official agency 
JANA said more than l.()00 
people have already volun- 
teered. 

As one diplomat put it. 
Col. Qadhafi “is anything but 
predictable." 


MANILA (AP) — Tbe Philippines and Kuwait have signed 
an air agr^ment that would an increase of air flights 
between the two countries, the Philippine tmnsportatioD 
and communications secretary said Friday. Secretary Jesus 
Garcia, who just returned from a trip to Kuwait, said that 
under tbe pact Kuwait Airways will begin increasing tbe 
number of its flints to the country despite the few number 
of passengers “to develop the market.” Mr. Garda did not 
say when the increased flights will begin nor the frequency 
of tbe trips. He said Philippine Airlines may “simil^y 
increase the frequencies of its flights to Kuwtut on an 
arrangement that is both redprocal and mutually profit- 
able.” He also said a Kuwaiti delegation is expeded to 
arrive next week to look for possible investment opportuni- 
ties in the country. 


Pakistani beheaded for drug smuggling 

RIYADH (AP) — A Pakistani was beheaded Friday after 


an Islamic court couviaed him of drug smu^ing, tbe 
Interior Ministry announced. The execution of Rustom 


Mohammad Hassan Kol was the eighth announced hi ^ 
hours. The others beheaded were three Pakistanis and foor .ij . 

hfigerians. So far this year, more than 60 people have ben n 

beheaded in Saudi Arabia, mostly Asians and Aflkans ^ 

convicted of drug smu ggl ing. 

Former Greek deputy police chief jailed 


ATHENS (AP) — An Athens prosecutor Friday Jailed tbe - ' 
former deputy chief of the Greek ptriice on folony charges 
of taud and weapons dealing. Michalis Nistikakis, who was . 
retired in late 1993, was jailed pending after 12 boi^ 
of questioning by a prosecutor and investigating 
trate. Mr. Nistikakis was acquitted by a court earlier this 
month of trafficldiig in stolen antiquities. 
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Arr.DaHscH 5d)Qp,qi. every Mea^ 
DqLDHssm 7J0ajB.D^Siw 

Ait. Amman .... Sd)0pjn.cvefySBnta]f , 


12:15 New York Amsterdam (RJ) 

Aqaba. Paris (RJ) 

152 Vienna (RJ) 

Geneva. Idadrid(RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

,:i!5 Larnaca(RJ) 

'5:5 Abu DhaW. Dubai (RJ) 

•.OainmaK(Rj) 

London (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


AKUVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Terminal 1) 

06:45 Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

10:15 Aqaba(RJ) 

10»40 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:55 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

11:15 Beirut (RJ) 

IldS Cbloiiibo(RJ) 

14:35 Vienna (add) (RJ) 

1646 New York, Amstcrd8m(RJl 
17:50 Cairo (RJ) 


19:30 London. Berlin (RJ j 

22:59 Vienna (RJ) 

02:00 Madrld(RJ) 

02:45 Brussels. Damaseus(RJ) 

04:15 London. Aqaha (RJ) 


MARKET prices 

It 

Uppcifhwcrpriceiii&pcrlcg- 
AodIc 7W5»J 


Apple TWgoJ 

Banana (Mukammar) ^ ' 

Cabbage V 

SnSV. 


Carrol. 

Cauliflowir 20(r!j ,7 

^mbeisflaigc) • 

Cucumbers (small) 2 J: 5r M/o._ 


Oiambers (small) 

Green bmins 250/ jg' 

Marrow (large) ® 

M8rrow($mall) 

- 


Bcinn\M&) 

Rome (AZ) 


Muiukin 43«WJ2!rV ’<i,J 'jfpah 


YKnna(OS) 

** Dubai (EK) 


Potato ‘ ‘-Wrs- V* 

String Beans " 
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ome News 


w tT"'*' W Aiab Thought Forum to meet in Doha 


S’ 



^ ^en f. 


‘ ;.^PP4r( 


v^MMAN (Petra) — The 
General. Assembly of the 
Asnman-based Arab Thou^t 
will hold its 
meeting in 
on Wednesday. 
,!k' r-^'The announcement was 
M:' Btfde.Hri<^ by ATF Secret- 
^^a^^Genefai Aii Omieil who 
^ that the meeting 
significance in 
number of 


'«rca. assomes great signi 

Kor^^r‘8ioS5’ n 


ATF membeis expected -to 


It 

deiegare. ^ 

shtv v.,T' ^©•ptia^-# T iitot-vanous disciplines and 
% hi^ nr r®“* meeting ccmes at a time 

«t Vr^>*^gvan»HSt disarray in Arab and 

^ yy- Mrj -Oraleil. 

heltltnc 'V ^ internatiOn^ 

^ tlnd kjHn and r^onal events had pre- 
ll>e n ventw the convening of the 

pjrcais Qf - , Vj'ATFs gweral assembly for 
w-t uPP«^ed the past four years, 

sw u . Referring to the topics on 

nc»i J agenda Dr. Omieil 

^ (fecussions during 

^ D^J !1 j:.ithetwo-day event would cov- 
® 'vr houri jt^'snjiJiJ^Tenplans for 1995 and beyond, 
I g. ATFs financial report 

iSNi.? . and general secretary’s report 
tji rj.^ on activities in the past year 

^ ;.s:iH Bu» th.it ® as well as the election of a 
... ‘ ® ndai*. i| - Domr ATF board of trustees. 

The meeting will include a 



seminar on the consequences 
of the regional events in the 
past four years, focusing on 
the peace process, added Dr. 
Omieil. 

The ^neral assembly, he 
added, is expected to chart 
plans for opening Arab dia> 
logues with Austria, Turkey, 


Iran and South Africa. 

Dr. Omieil said the general 
secretary’s report would call 
on the Arab states to end 
their differences and reach a 
minimum level of solidarity 
in the lace of common re- 
gional, and international de- 
velopments and challenges. 


U.N. approves 20,000 Jordanian 
M/isJi; claims for ’90-91 Gulf crisis losses 

AW*... [ By a Jordan Times 

««men visit Iraq | staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 20,000 
» i*Ki .n:!si«rjj -j Joi^ daims for com- 


^r>cn:j!svc. 


th<% 


-TL - «;r' . pepsation for losses suffered 
i «,riie 199lWJ Gulf crisis 
ft'vc ->Js.rJ baye been approved, but it is 

^9gn;U I Imi^ai/n urkAn t\%A 


»oulvi ! “Of known when the appli- 


V^ciTc*" cants would receive payment, 
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Yahya Otaibi, secretary- 
general of an organisation 
handling Jordanian claims 
filed with a Geneva-based 
u,. i , . I United Nations committee, 
t b;:, j|jg u committee 

J.ic:»ff^■..!,J:rr.orri;o!!^.*.; approved 19,762 daims in 
categoryA — those forced to 
'r*’ .: ’h: rjf pc| . flee Kuwait after Iraq- in- 

' *r.c rr \iii ,?. • o»\ip! vaded tiie emirate — and ^ 

irJ . , r.'j •: ^. 245 ^; in category B — those who 
suffered a death in the ftunily 
or sustained personal injuries 
as a result of the Iraqi inva- 
sion..i; <] 

Jot^J 

1 ?: ORs •' r-itie yiriouS' -categories, 

: .du^ng those who lost propd 
eity and companies which 
su^ied direct and indirect 
losses from the invasion, are 
£uound 110 , 000 , 

Nearly 70,000 of these claiihs 
are in category A, about 800 
in category B and the rest in 
C, :D and E — involving 
losses of personal property 
and.co^rate losses. 

T>vo-nundred and forty- 
one, Jordanian ap|>lications in 
category B — which is given - 
priority — were approved 
last year, and the U.N. com- 
mittee paid $982,750 to the 
successml claimants. 

“The committee approved 
19,762 category A claims and 
59 category B daims in a 
meeting held in March,” Mr. 
Otaibi told the Jordan Times. 
“Bui we don't know when 
they win be paid since pay- 
ment is linked to liquid!^ of 
the U.N. committee." he 
added. 


The daims are worth about 
SSO million, including 
$220,000 in category B. 

The 59 successful claims 
were among IQS considered 
by the committee, he said. 
Twenty-nine claims were re- 
jected, 11 were suspended 
pending more information to 
be provided by the appli- 
cants, five were found to 
duplicated daims and one 
claim was moved to cate^ry 
C, Mr. Otaibi said. 

Between 350 and 400 
Jordanian claims in categoxy 
B remain unaddressed. 

The governing coundl of 
the U.N. Compensation 
Commission said in March it 
had. approved compensation 
awards to more than 1^.800 
claimants, including 160,000 
daims in category A. 

Another 800 were 
approved in category B rais- 
ing to more than 4,000 the 
number of accepted claims in 

. t. lAtaib thiS'group; - • • : • ■ 

itigi) claimsiqrti the <npw approvals, 

itor' the tbtal nuihbeir'-of'cl; 


The commission’s gov- 
erning council, which is re- 
sponsible. for actual approval 
of claims as recommended by 
the commission, said in a 
March 22 statement that it 
was concerned over the "cur- 
rent financial situation of the 
compensation fond, m li^t 
of the jack of suffident funds 
available for the payment of 
accumulated compensation 
awards." 

It called for "prompt ac- 
tion in order to maintain the 
dynamics of the operation." 

Funds for the compensa- 
tion fond are supposed to 
come from the diversion of 30 
per cent of all Iraqi oil ex- 
ports as called for in U.N. 
Security Coundl Resolution 
778 of October 1992. But as 
long as Iraqi oil sales remain 
frozen under international 
sanctions imposed after the 
invasion of Kuwait, the fond 
has little to look forward to in 
■ revenues fraor this xIJlF^pn. 
The "lesi^w.S:^ ipjtlfpn" 
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’^''approved by: the”|^eriiirfg 
coundl of the U.N. commis- 
sion has reached more than 
220,000 with an estimated 
value of $870 million, the 
panel said. 

The committee, which be- 
gan work in late 1992 after 
being set up under a resolu- 
tion adopted by the U.N. 
Security Coundl, received 
“less than SSO million" in 
funds. It paid out $5.5 million 
in 670 claims — induding the 
241 Jordanian claims — in 
mid-1994. It has frozen all 
further payments — regard- 
less of approval of claims — 
until it receives more funds, a 
senior commission offidal 
said in January. 

“We do not know when the 
approved claimants could re- 
ceive the payments since 
fluids are not yet available," 
said Michael Raboin, assis- 
tant secretary-general of the 
commission. 


2 unis ' th 8 fluid received so M-batne 


'ifforh a sp£dar U'.Nl' d^imt 
to which several countries 
transferred frozen Iraqi oil 
assets as resolution 778 <^led 
for. 

Although the account re- 
ceived several hundred mil- 
lion dollars, the fond re- 
ceived only a part of it since 
the amount had to be distri- 
buted among five U.N. agen- 
des dealing with separate 
areas related to the enforce- 
ment of the Security Coundl. 

Hopes are high that the 
commission would receive 
funds to settle the outstand- 
ing approved claims with in- 
dications that Iraq might 
accept a one-time limited oil 
sale to raise funds to meet its 
urgent humanitarian needs. 
If the deal goes through, then 
30 per cent of the proceeds 
will be aside for war repara- 
tions to be channelled 
through the U.N. commis- 
sion. 


jiHssy.:.: 


-.’V." - 




JU« '• 

arj 

.rwru 


Omani official arrives to study election process 

benefit ftx>m it as much as we 


AMMAN (Petra)— A senior 
• ■' "I Omani offidal arrived in Am- 
! man Friday on a several-day 
I visit during which he will get 
.nwipi ^^liatised with parliamen- 
■IftDUty police ^ S taiy elections in Jor^n and 

** * ~ • 1 reffiilati/tnc onvernino the 


Under-Secretaiy of the 
Omani Ministry of Interior 


j \ ' ‘a; ' 
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ment that Oman was ea^r to 
imitate Jordan’s expenence 
in holding parliamentary 
elections, but would take into 
consideration Omani tradi- 
tions and customs in that 
regard. 

Mr. Bourra'tdi said Jor- 
dan's democratisation experi- 
ence was the best in the 
region “and we will try to 


can. 

The Omani offidal and the 
accompanying delegation 
were recent at the airport 
Dpon arrival by Ministry of 
Interior Acting Secretary 
Gi^ral FaUal IChasawcieh, 
Amman Governor Tal'at AI 
Nawaiseh and other senior 
offidals. 
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.foUowing listings are compiled from 
monthly btiUetins and the daily Arabic df^. 
Readers ane atMsed to verify the listed tune 
muf place with the concerned institutions. 

CONCERT 

Rate and piano redtal by Duo CeieghiD — 
Cattabbni (imgraoiiiie indndes pieces by 
Don&etti, Mendelssoliii, and others) at the 
Royal Cnttural Coitre at 8:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

^ LecCnre 0n Anriric) entitled ‘^Edncadon 
Ihider Si^” by Ifr. Mohammad AS 
Taha at Abdol Hameed Shoman Fomida- 
tioa at 6:30 p*m. 

SPRING BAZAAR 

^ Si^iig bazaar (m^aiiised by die United 
Nathum Women's GnDd) SnAwHMg haiid- 
iovfts, ceramics, pot-pouri, T-shirts, 
home-mi^ pmds, dod^^ and others at 
the iU^al Cnltiirai Centre (lOKlO a.m.- 
4> 6:00 p.m.) 

EXHIBITIONS 

it EdkibitiMi of paintings by Samer Onsama 
at the Fr»ch Cnlti^ Centre. 


rirhihtrton nf pirintinp hy 11 Iradlnc Jonis 
niaw artists at die ItaSan l A i^a g e Centre 
(Id. 699348). 

'fr iMithitinw of pafat hi gs by hfohammad 
Mahml Din Aiflilm at Balqa Art Gallery, 
Fnheis. 

it Exhibition of ofl paintings by Hadia 
Mn’ashshcr at Alia Art Gallery. 

it RvhfhWnn of ait by Ahmad Na’wash at 
Ab’ad Art GaDery. 

it A oollectkMi of pbdos of MUdle East domrs 
by JnSa Rcin^ at die Gdery, off die 
main lobby, Inlcr.CMdinentBl 

it ExhiUtiM of ait by Mtfroccan artist Fmid 
BAhahia at Darat AI Fnnnn of the Abdnl 
Hameed 9 i 0 mmi Foimdation. 

fr Exhibition td art by Ya ss hn Atiydi and 
Yassin AI Muhniniiudawi at Baladna Ait 
GaBery. 

it ExhiWton tX copper scnbrtnres by Iraqi 
artist Edohammad Hnsadn Jodi at the 
Pboenhc GaBery for Cahnre and Art. 

fr Exhibition of graphn: works by Rafiq Lab- 
ham at Darat AI Fhnnn. Aim displaying 
works by contempcmy Arab arlbts. 

it ExIubHion of art by Leo Rfa^ at Institnto 
Cervanlcs (the Spanish Cnltnral Centre). 
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Royal commission issues new regulations 
to ensure equal educational opportunity 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Rt^l Commission for Re- 
form and .Modernisation 
issued new set of regula- 
tions for the Royal Endow- 
ment (malcrnma) to ensure 
equal edncational oppor- 
tunity to students in the 
badia and remote areas. 

The regnlations, which 
will be effective next scho- 
lastic year according to a 
statement issued on Friday, 
set the basic standards and 
conditions upon which taw- 
jihi students can obtain the 
royal endowments for uni- 
versity education. 

The main schools to be- 
nefit from the Royal En- 
dowment are the badia 
schools in the south, the 
centre and the north of the 
Kingdom which suf^ ftom 
considerable lack of 
teachers and undergo diffi- 
cult economic and social 
circumstances. 

The second category in- 
cludes the “less fortunate 
schools’’ which, by the 
committee's definition, are 
the schools which are re- 
mote from the centre of 
goveinorates, districts and 


sub-districts, do not meet 
the minimuni standards of 
education and lack basic 
educational fadlities and 
pedagogic means. 

A special committee 
comprising representatives 
of the Muiistiy of Educa- 
tion, the Jord^an Armed 
Forces, badia and desert 
police is in chaise of nam- 
ing and classi^ng these 
schook. 

According to tiic com- 
mission’s report; students 
who wish to be ne fit from 
the Royal Endowment 
should be graduates of 
badia schools or less for- 
tunate schools named by 
the committee. They 
should also be tawjihi 
graduate in the same year 
th^ apply to study at the 
university. Their grades 
should not be lower than 65 
per cent for those who wi^ 
to study in humanities col- 
leges and 80 per cent for 
those who wish to pursue a 
saentific career in the en- 
gineering, pharmacy or 
medicine faculties. 

The applicants should 
also be enrolled for at least 


their last three years in the 
badia sdiools or the less 
fortunate schools. They 
should present a certificate 
signed and endorsed by the' 
sdhoors administration. 

Applicants should also 
present a certificate of 
good condua from the con- 
cerned authorities. 

Applicants, who have 
alreMy been accepted in 
one of tile government-run 
universities through com- 
petition or other endow- 
meDts, should not apply for 
the Royal Endowment. 
Applicants should also su^ 
mit an ^ipUcation to the 
unified coordination office. 

The commission’s report 
said that the Royal Endow- 
ment seats should be geoe- 
raphically distributed m 
line with the number of 
readents in that area and 
the number, of student ap- 
plicants for the Royal En- 
dowmenL 

A special committee for 
the Royal Endowment wiU 
be in diarge of receiving 
applications and distribot- 
ing them to the respective 
universities. This commit- 


tee consists of representa- 
tives of the Royal Court, 
Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion, Ministry of Educa- 
tion, the Military Educa- 
tion and Culture Dep^- 
ment of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, badia and 
desert police. 

The designated commit- 
tee will be in charge of 
allocating the appropriate 
seats in the (fiftmnt facul- 
ties to ^licants in accord- 
ance with their grades. 

The regulations also 
ailow sons and daughters of 
government employees 
who have been transferred 
into the badia regions or in 
the less fortunate areas to 
benefit from the Royal En- 
•dowment re^rdless of the 
time period as stipulated in 
the above-mentioned set of 
standards. 

The new regulations also 
allotted one seat for every 
excelling student in each 
different govemorate and 
in every different spe- 
cialisation: industrial, com- 
mercial, nursing, hotel 
man^mentand agricultu- 
ral. ^is seat is aUoted to 


excelling students in the 
areas and schools that foil 
under the Royal Endow- 
ment definition. 

According to the report 
of the Royal commission 
that was submitted to its 
president, Ifis Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, these regula- 
tions mainly aim at refor- 
mulating and restructuring 
the basic standards set for 
obtaining the Royal En- 
dowment to ensure equal- 
ity among all badia stu- 
dents and those studying in 
the less fortunate schools. 

These regulations, the 
report said, will also ensure 
that the Royal Endowment 
will be awarded to those 
who really deserve it in 
accordance with the direc- 
tives and intention of His 
Majesty King Hussein 
when he first issued the 
Royal Decree regarding it. 

This measure, the report 
said, aims at upgrading the 
educational level in tiiese 
areas, in the badia and re- 
mote schools, and ensuring 
equality in all layers of sotx- 
ety all over the Kingdom. 


Japanese delegation ends Jordan visit after 
talks with Regent on Japan’s role in region 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Japanese par- 
liamentary delegation left 
Jordan for Israel early Friday 
after talks with His Roy^ 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, on the Mid- 
dle East prace process and 
Jordan’s views on Japan’s 
role in the regira, Japanese 
Ambassador Yuji Ikeda said. 

The delegation, which in- 
duded representatives of the 
three pa^es in the ruling 
coalition in Tokyo on a mis- 
sion to assess pros and cons 
of Japan participating in the 
U.N. observer force on the 
Golw ' wras received by the 

Reg^''in'Aqab^ 

JaqNuii^ deleration 
sott^xibe views' of His Royal 
Harness on prospects for 
peace in the Middle East and 
tiie role Japan could play in 
the region.” Ambassador 
Ikeda told the Jordan Times. 

The 22-member deI<^ation 
induded Japanese poUtidans 
and parliament members 
ftom the Liberal Democratic 


Party, the Sodal Democratic 
Party and the Shinseto party 
— the three members erf the 
ruling coalition. 

The main purpose of the 
delegation’s ^^t to the Mid- 
dle East is to appraise 
whether Japan coula contri- 
bute troops to the U.N. dis- 
eng^ment observer force 
(IWDOF) on the Golan after 
C^ada said it was withdraw- 
ing a 50-member unit of 
transport spedalists from the 
l.OOO-strong force, deployed 
tince 1974. 

The Tokyo government is 
expected to draw largely 
from the.fin(fings and recom- 
mendations of the delegation 
before deddiiig on whether 
/ to paitidpate in. tbe.'U.N. 
/Jpi¥3B. 

The delegation visited 
Damasois as well as The 
Golan Heights for n^at was 
described as dose fonuliarisa- 
tion Trith the situation in the 
area. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the Regent and 
the Japanese politidans re- 
viewed Jordan’s efforts 


armed at a just and durable 
peace in the Middle East. 

Petra quoted the head of 
the deleotion as payii^ tri- 
bute to Jordan’s efforts for 
f^ce and the Kingdom’s 
signing of a peace treaty with 
Israel in Odober 1994. 

The Regent’s discussions 
with the (^legation also co- 
vered Jordanian-Jwanese 
cooperation and Tokyo's 
growing interest in the iCfid- 
dle East; particulariy in issues 
related to Arab-Xsraeli peace. 

The Regent and the de- 
legation also discussed 
Japanese economic asdstance 
to the re^on’s economic de* 
,.velopment as axontrilTrutictti 
... fo ^ efforts tjo^jC^nsqlidate 
■■'peace, Petra' glid., ■ 

Also reviewed were issues 
related to the Amman econo- 
mic summit to be held in 
October and Japan’s role in 
the conference, which is ex- 
pected to be the main forum 
ror launcbing many regional 
and national economic de- 
velopment projects. 

Also expected to have 


been covered during the dis- 
cussions were preparations to 
hold a Jordan Week in Japan 
in the last week of May. 

Crown Prince Hassan will 
lead the Jordanian delegation 
to the event, which is de- 
scribed as the best opportun- 
ity yet for the Kingdom to 
come under high m^a focus 
in Japan and elsesriiere. 

Petra reported that the 
Japau^ delegation voiced 
appredation of Jordan's ex- 
pressions of solidarity with 
Jaypan, particnlariy the aid 
that the Kingdom sent to 
Japan following an earth- 
quake in Kobe in January. 
■'Ttmign^ 'Minisjiqr Abdul 
'Kaiim'Al KabaHti alsomet 
'With the Japanese delegation. 

Mr. Kabariti briefed the 
members of the delegation on 
Jordan’s stand on various 
issues, espedaUy the peace 
process, and Jordan's efforts 
to support it, Petra said. 

The foreign minister also 
reviewed Jordanian- 
Japanese relations and 
Japan’s economic support for 


Jordan, vrfiich, he said, seeks 
to have an active Japanese 
role in supporting the peace 
process. 

The head of the deletion 
said Japan will play a more 
active role in that regard, 
throng supporting projects 
and initiatives that wonid en- 
hance political and economic 
stability in the region, the 
agency said. 

Ambassador Ikeda mean- 
while noted that Japan had 
not taken a final dedrion 
whether to send troops to 
UNDOF and that the delega- 
tion’s report was the main 
element that would deter- 
mine the decision. - - 

Mr; Ikeda, said it was. un- 
likely .that Japan neburd also 
send military observers to the 
Golan as part of a Syrian- 
foraeli peace agreement. Re- 
ports have said that the U.S. 
might deploy its troops in a 
demilitansed zone on the 
Golan depending on the out- 
come of ongoing peace nego- 
tiations between Israel and 
Syria. 


JD 20 forgery racket quashed — officials 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An attempt at 
circulating forged Jorda- 
nian banknotes appears to 
have been thwarted com- 
pletely after several arrests 
were made in Jordan and in 
the Gaza Strip, according 
to officials. 

They said the volume of 
the fo^eries of JD 20 bills 
was limited, and the case 
was bust immediately after 
the first notes appeared in 
the local scene early this 
year. 

Most of the key suspects 
in the case are in detention 
awaiting trial. The officials 
could not immediately pro- 
vide information on how 
many people were to be 
tried and when the trials 


could start. 

The police department 
said it had no immediate 
information on the status of 
the case. 

At least three people 
were arrested in Jordan 
shortiy after the authorities 
cautioned the public 
against the forgeries. 

Reports in the Palesti- 
nian press said at least two 
people were held in the 
Gaza Strip after they tried 
to circulate the forged cur- 
rency in the Palestinian 
autonomous areas. It was 
not known whether the sus- 
pects were sent to Jordan 
for trial. 

However, residents of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
say, forgeries apprar off 
and on in the territories, 
but in the absence of a 


strict law-enforcement 
i^ency there most cases are 
not reported. 

In 1989, a case was re- 
poned when forged JD 20 
dinar bills were spotted by 
a bank in Europe. The 
forgeries were traced to 
Israel. Again, little was 
heard of the affair except a 
warning in the local pi^ 
against the counterfeit. 

*rhe foiged JD 20 dinar 
bills were relatively easy to 
detect, according to details 
released by the authorities 
at that time. The forgeries 
were in a different texture 
of paper and were sligh^ 
bigger in size, and these in 
themselves were the best 
indicators in addition to 
bad printing and bl urred 
watermarks that were easi- 
ly spotted. 


Central Bank of Jottian 
(CBJ) Governor Moham- 
mad Nabulsi asserted that 
Jordanian currency was 
very difficult to forge. 

“We print our currency* 
in some of the best printing 
presses in the world.” he 
said recently. “It may cost 
a little more," but the end 
product has special safe- 
guards against forgeries, he 
said. 

On the recent appear- 
ance of f<^ed JD 20 notes, 
he said: “There is no more 
coming. I have a feeling 
chat those (behind the 
forgery) have been fully 
deterred by the immediate 
action by the Central Bank 
and the security depart- 
ment." 

“I think they have been 
blocked completely," he 


said without elaboration. 

Some reports had sug- 
gested that Israelis were 
behind the forgery and that 
Israeli tourists were “freely 
circulating the counterfeit" 
in Jordan. 

Dr. Nabulsi rejected the 
reports and said: “We 
don't have anything like 
that.” 

There has only been one 
substantiated report that an 
Israeli visitor 10 Jordan 
tried to pass, wittingly or 
unwittingly, a forged' JD 
20 -dinar note at one of the 
crossings as he was entering 
the Kingdom. The foigery 
was immediately detected 
and the man was arrested 
and questioned. Nothing 
more was heard atx>ut the 
case. 


Weekend road accidents 
kill 3 people — CDD 


AMMAN (Petra) — Three 
people : were killed and 12 
othm were injured in three 
road aeddems took place in va- 
rious parts of the Kingdom 
on Thursday and Friday, 
according to the Gvil D^ 
fence Department (CDD) 
sources. 

On Friday morning six 
pec^le were injured when 
their bus hit an electric pole 
in the north Marka area. 

The casualties were rushed 
to AI Bashir' Hospital and 
were listed in ftiir condition, 
ho^tal sources said. 

On Thunday two people 


were killed and five others 
injured in a road accident 
involving- a small tourist vehi- 
cle and a bus near the Hofa 
Wasatieh crossrosMl in Irbid 
Governorate. 

The accident claimed the 
lives of botii Ali and Moham- 
mad Omari and left five 
others injured, including two 
people from the Omari fami- 
ly- 

The injured were taken to 
Prince Rashed and Princess 
Basma hospitals. Hiey are 
suffering from fractures and 
wounds. 


PNA youth minister ends visit 
after signing cooperation protocol 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestine 
National Autbority (PNA) 
leister of Yoatii and Sports 
Azmi Shueibi Ftiday ended a 
visit to Jordan during wlddi 
he signed a protocol on 
Palestmian-Jordanian coop- 
eration in youth and. sports 
af^TS with NQoister of 'Youth 
Awad Khleifet. 

Hie protocol, wfaidi was 
signed Thnnday evening, 
e^ls for coordination aM 
cooperation between the two 
ades in matters related to 
youth and sports activities 
and paves me way for the 


Palestinians to benefit ftorn 
related Jordanian expertise. 

*Tbe two sides pledged to 
erehange visits by youui and 
sports delegations and to en- 
courage joint programmes ^ 
scouts and jwum dubs in 
organising camps and qioits 
aefivities. 

The ftMirtb clause in the 
protocol stated that the 
Tn rrianian NfinlStiy Of YOOth 
would continue to provide 
expertise to help the Palesti- 
nians cany out mfrastrnctiire 
woik in sports and youfo 
centres and in training cadres 


and coadies. 

Tbe protocol provides for 
the two sides to ooonfinate 
their stands at the Ai^, re- 
gional and inteniational con- 
ferences and for the creation 
of a joint committee to follow 
up the implementation of the 
protocol. 

Dr. Khleifat and Dr. 
Shueibi delivered short 
addresses at the signing cere- 
mony em|rfiasi 9 ng tiie hnr 
portance of the protocol as 
one more aspect in further 
corroborating Palestinian- 
Jordanian relations. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Minister visits Princess Rahma Raouf Abu Jaber to head 
College Orthodox society panel 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister irf Sodal 
velopment Salwa Damen-Masri Friday met 
with tte teaching staff and students of tlm 
Princess Rahma Sodal Services College in 
Allan. Ms. Damen-Masri stres^ the need 
for the college to help in tackling problems 
fadng the local sodety. She also underfilled 
the importance of giynig_ students at the 
college practical traming in their fiel^ of 
study instead of focusing on theoretical issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Raouf Abo Jaber was 
elected by aedamation as chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Orthodox Socie- 
ty in Amman. At a meeting of the sode^’s 
general assembly held at the Orthodox jQub 
m Abdotm, Ibraihim Ayyoub was also selected 
as deputy diairman, S^l Halabi as secret- 
ary, Tawfiq Kawar as treasurer and Fuad 
Faraj, Fnao Qaqish, Adel Mdanat and Elia 
Nuqul as membera. 


Jordan signs world pact 
to fight desertification 


NEW YORK (Petra) — 
Acting for the Jordanian gov- 
ernment the Kingdom’s 
Ambassador to the United 
Nations, Adnan Abu Odeh, 
Friday signed the Interna- 
tionaJ on Combating 
Desertification during a spe- 
dal ceremony held at the 
United Nations headquar- 
ters. 

Tbe treaty which was 
reached by world delegations 


at the World Summit on De- 
velopment and Environment 
held in Rio de Janeiro, Bra- 
zil, in 1992, aims at enlisting 
international efforts to fi^t 
off desertification espedaUy 
in Africa and other areas 
bordering desert lan^. 

Jordan is among the coun- 
tries which continually face 
drought and the threat of 
desertification. 
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VV^rldNew^ 

Japan mounts huge clampdown 
on sect on ^disaster* eve 


TOKYO (R) - Japan, 
mounted an unprecedented 
crackdown Friday on the 
doomsday cult linked to 
nerve gas attacks last month 
after its leader warned that 
an even more terrible disaster 
was about to strike Tol^. 

In Japan’s largest peace- 
time security operation, ab- 
out 100.000 police officers — 
more than a third of the 
nation's force — descended 
on dozens of buildings own^ 
by the cult and imposed 
b^vy security diecks across 
the c^tal. 

Police acted on the eve of 
what the leader Aum Sbinii 
Kyo (Supreme Truth S^) 
prophrara would be a day of 
catastrophe for Tokyo more 
dulling than the Kobe eaith- 
quake in Jaauan' whidi lolled 
more than S,5ti0 people. 

In another mark of the 
nervousness gripping the 
country, executives 
announced they would close 
two major shopping centres 
Saturday in re^^use to the 
apocalyptic prraiction from 
Aum guru Shoko Asafaara. 


U.S. nulit^ forces radio 
urged Americans in Japan to 
take care when going out 
over the weekend. 

Asahara forecast an event 
would take place S^urday, 
posdbly an earthquake, ‘*that 
wQl nudte the l^be earth- 
quake seem as minor as a fly 
umding on one’s cheek.” 

• 

The sect claims Asahara, 
who has also said the world 
will end in 1997, predicted 
the devastating Kobe earth- 
quake. 

Asahara remained in hid- 
ing, too ill, his spokesman 
said, to appear in public to 
answer charges against a cult 
subjected to almost daily 
raids following the 
20 sarin nerve gas 
attadts on the Tokyo sabwzy 
system. 

A police ^keanan said in 
a televisioD interview that au- 
thorities were preparing an 
arrest warrant for Asahara. 
He did not specify the 
charges. 

* Police say they have 
arrested a total of 107 sect 


members since the subway 
attack on charges including 
abduction, illegal confine- 
ment and traffic offences. 

But they have not openly 
linked the group to the 
attack, whid) Idlied 11 people 
and miule more than 5,000 iU. 
Aum has denied any link with 
the attack. 

“With all these arrests, it 
feels like the second coming 
of a police state,” said Aum 
spokesman Fumihiro Joyu. 

Mr. Joyu said ■ Asah^’s 
profriieqr of a new disaster 
was ba^ on his astrology 
studies and that Aum posed 
no safety threat 

“Please rest assured tbat 
Aum Shinri Kyo wiU not be 
taking any action,” Mr. Joyu 
said in a television interview. 

In Friday's raids, ttere 
were tense scuffies between 
Aum believers and riot 
police, who dragged cult diil- 
dren lacking and screaming 
from their parents. 

At the sprawling Aum 
compound at the foot of Mt 
Fuji, west of Tokyo, where 
eaffier police raids tuned up 


die ingredients of sarin, 53 
dnldren aged b^w^ three 
and 14 were taken away in 
vans to the custody cf a near- 
by nursery. 

Many of the children wore 
the electronic headgear the 
cult is believed to use to 
brainwash followers. NHK 
public television said many of 
the children were mal- 
nourished. 

Believers, slim and p^e 
from the fasting dieir religiou 
demands, frantically tried to 
bar police frtnn buildings and 
screamed of religious sup- 
pression to wattming news 
crews. 

At the same time, police 
put Tokyo under blanket 
security until Sunday, check- 
ing cars, questioning occu- 
pants and rooking stifi frntb- 
er the capital’s notoriously 
bu^ traffic. 

Guards stood at some ma- 
jor subway stations while 
loudspeakers on trains 
warned passengers not to 
tondi any suspiaous package 
left on trains or at stations. 


Without treaty, 40 countries might 
have A- bomb — U.S. official 


WASHINGTON (AP) — If 
not for the landmark non- 
fnoliferation treaty, 40 
countries mi^t have atomic 
we^wns today, instead of the 
five that admit it and the few 
believed to have tiiem, a top 
U.S. disarmament official 
says. 

John Holum, director of 
fee State Depaiimenf s Anns 
'Control and Disarmament 
Agen^, defended fee treaty 
ahead of next week's interna- 
tional conference on whether 
to extend fee pM. The Clin- 
ton administration is pushing 


for indefinite extension. 

“ff fee vote were held to- 
day, 1 tUnk there is a very 
good chance” of gaining fee 
indefinite extension, Mr. 
Holum told repoiteis Thurs- 
day. “We’re not making any 
assumptions, however, about 
the ultimate outcome.” 
Some developing nations 
are opposing tte extension 
on fee grounds feat it creates 
a ^etto of nudear have-nots. 
Egypt has also voiced opposi- 
tion mainly to pressure 
Israel, viiidi Is belief to 
have nnclear weapons, to 


a^fee treaty. 


treaty, which took 
effect in 1970, offered a bar- 
gain: In return for a pledge 
from nations not to develop 
nnclear weapons, nuclear 
powers promised access to 
peaceM nuclear technology 
and fee eliminatioa of nuc- 
lear weapons. 

“It’s now the case feat 
appraximately 4X) countries 
VKufid have fee tedmical and 
materia] capability to buOd 
nuclear weapon, if they 
wanted to do that,” Mr. 
Holum said. 


Clinton backs Russia trip 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton de- 
fended his trip next month to 
Moscow, arguing that the 
gesture could work to resolve 
the' mounting'differeRces be- 
tween fee two countries. 

“What interest would it 
serve for me to stay at home 
when, by going feere and 
continuing to engage the 
Russians, we mi^t make 
progress.” he said in a CNN 
interview to be aired later 
Thursday. 

Mr. Clinton's decision to 
attend the May 9 ceremony 
commemorate the end of 
World War II has come 
under fire because of the 
Russian crackdown on the 
breakaway republic of 
Chechenya and Moscow's 
sale of nuclear technology to 
Iran. 

'i will continue to work on 
the Iranian thing,” said Mr. 
Qinton. whose administra- 
tion has asked Moscow to 
drop the sate of nuclear reac- 
tors to Iran and warned that 
it would seriously strain U.S.- 
Russian ties. 

“Obviously if they do this, 
it will affect our relationships 
with them,” Mr. Clinton 
said, noting feat the United 
States had been a big backer 
of the country's economic re- 
form efforts. 

The president noted that 
the civilian light water reac- 
tors slated for the sale were 
like those North Korea has 
agreed to use instead of the 


potentially weapons-making 
reactors it presently has. 

But he added: “We don't 
want Iran to have anything, 
anything that could enable it 
to move toward developing 
nuclear capaci^, so we do 
not support this,” 

ITie president stressed the 
progress Russia has made in 
disarming, pointing to the 
withdrawal of troops from 
fee Baltics, the completion of 
START I and the dismantling 
of its nuclear arsenal. 

He said fee dispute over 
Iran “pales in comparison to 
all fee progress we've made 
to lower the nuclear threat in 
the world and aill our other 
agreements with Russia.” 

Mr. Clinton emphasised 
feat he would be attending 
fee V-E Day ceremony with 
leaders from all over fee 
world and said it was 
appropriate to commemorate 
fee event in Russia. 

“TTie Russians lost 20 mil- 
lion people in World War II. 
far more than any other 
country did. Their price was 
'great,” he said, adding that 
Russians have felt isolated 
ever since, believing that 
their suffering was not recog- 
nised. 

The president did not men- 
tion Chechenya. but before 
the White House agreed to 
participate, Moscow 'vastly 
scaled down the militaiy ele- 
ment of the ceremony in 
order to prevent any political 
embarrassment. 


Simpson prosecution 
witness accused of lying 


LOS ANGELES (R) — One 
of O.J. Simpson's lawyers 
accused a key prosecution 
witness of lying and making 
up facts, while transcripts of a 
meeting between the judge 
and a dismissed juror re- 
vealed racial conflict within 
the jury. 

Jeanette Harris, a 3S-year- 
old black employment coun- 
sellor who was booted off the 
jury by Judge Lance Ito last 
week, described in an in- 
chambers meeting held 
Wednesday a panel so split 
along racial lines that jurors 
shopped, exercised and 
watched movies separately. 

She said tensions escalated 
to the point where the sole 
female Hispanic juror could 
not bear even to breathe the 
same air as a black juror. 

With the trial running for 
three months and the prospect 
of another five or six months 
to go, the specter of mistrial 
looms targe. Six jurors have 
already been dismissed and 
only six ahemates are left. 

The jury consists of eight 
blacks, three whites and one 
Hispanic. There are four 
black alternates, one white 
and one Hispanic. 

In court, defence attorney 


Barry Scheck grilled crime 
scene specialist Dennis Fung 
for a fifth day. hounding him 
mercilessly as he accused him 
'of lying and making up facts. 

Mr. Fung had previously 
testified that detective Philip 
Vannatter had handed him a 
vial of Simpson's blood on 
June 13. 19^, the day after 
the American football hero's 
ex-wife and her friend were 
murdered. 

But Mr. Scheck played a 
news videotape showing Mr. 
Fung and his assistant putting 
evidence in their crime scene 
truck at Simpson's estate and 
locking the truck before Mr. 
Vannatter arrived. 

The defence claims Mr. 
Fung did not receive Simp- 
son's blood until June 14, 
giving police time to smear 
part of the sample on other 
evidence, including socks and 
Simpson's white Ford Bron- 
co. 

Simpson, who went on to 
become a TV pitchman and 
actor after becoming an 
American sports legend, has 
pleaded not guilty in the stab- 
bing murders of his former 
wife. Nicole Brown Simpson, 
and Ronald Goldman. 


12 Filipinos 
crucified 
as town 

celebrates 

Easter 

SAN FERNANDO, Philip- 
.pines (R) ■— Twelve people 
were crucified, scores flailed 
their backs into a bloody 
mess and beer and burger 
vendors did a roaring trade as 
this Philippines town cele- 
brated Easter with a 
vengeance Friday. 

Balloon sellers and ice 
cream vendors ringing hand- 
bells added to the carnival 
atmosphere as hundreds of 
foreign and local visitors de- 
scended on hot and dusty 
San Fernando to watch a goiy 
re-enactment of Christ's ex- 
ecution. an annual fixture in 
Asia's only Catholic country. 

The crowd — many spat- 
tered with blood from the 
scourges of the “penitensiya” 
— roared their approval as 
four-inch stainless steel nails 
were hammered through the 
hands of those being cruci- 
fied. 

Organisers howled their 
disapproval at cameramen 
jostling to get the best shot of 
the nails going in and police- 
men broadcast warnings 
against pickpockets. 

Crucifixions take place in 
other provinces, but those in 
San Fernando attract fee big- 
gest crowd because they are' 
organised. 

Historical records may be 
sketchy, but the real calvary 
was almost certainly nothing 
like this. 

For many Christians, Eas- 
ter is the most solemn event 
on the calendar, the time 
when the son of God suffered 
death on the cross as an 
atonement for the sins of the 
world. 

Filipinos, however, arc 
among the world's most 
accomplished throwers of 
parlies and are not noted for 
their solemnity. 

“I thought It would be 
more religious.” bemused 
tourist M^dalena Rucker, 
27. from Ontario. Canada, 
shouted to a reporter above 
the din. 

“It’s very weird.” said 
Lucas Knol, from Nieuw- 
leusen in the Netherlands. 

“I think for the Filipino 
Catholics it's a great show. I 
don't know what it means for 
foreigners. I think for them 
it's a show also.” said Rudi 
Jacks from Stuttgart. 

As a warm-up to the main 
event, scores of pentitents — 
.all men — wishing to purge 
themselves of sin line up to 
have wounds inflicted on 
their backs by assistants 
wielding paddles studded 
with broken glass. 

Many are already scarred 
from previous purgings. 


19 charged 
in raid on 
Philippine 
town 


IPIL, Philippines (AP) — 
Police have filed murder, 
arson and other charges 
against 19 renegades frx)m the 
countiy's largest Muslim re- 
bel group in connection wife 
fee raid on this Christian 
town in which 53 people were 
killed, officials said Friday. 

One of fee 19 is a Roman' 
Catholic, according to police 
Chief Jn^ctor Willy Dan- 
gane. All but two remain at 
lar^ after the April 4 raid, in 
which the market district of 
Ipil, a town of about 50,000, 
was burned down. 

Security has been height- 
ened efaroughout the south- 
ern Philipinnes to prevent 
attacks during Easter week 
services. Travellers reported 
numerous checkpoints on all 
major highways in Minda- 
nao, second largest of fee 
7,1000'* Philippine islands, 
whidi' contains Ipil. 

Charges of murder, kid- 
napping, arson, robbery and 
attempted murder were filed 
Thursday wife fee local re- 
gional trial court. 

But Judge Arturo Ventura 
accepted only the arson 
char;^ for the time being 
because death certificates 
had not been prepared on aD 
the victims. 

The two accused who are 
in custody include Tomas De 
Vera, a Catholic but also a 
member of a renegade gang 
of; former members of the 
Moro National Liberation 
Front. The leadership of fee 
hoot, a Muslim group, con- 
demned the raid and de- 
nounced participants as ban- 
dits. 



An nnidaitified of Anm SZnnri Kyo 

(Svqprane Trndi) is escorted out ot the sect’s 
Tokyo beadqnazters biddii^ before poEee 
hgigm searchhig. Ji y anese pdke humcheii a 


masd ve rfnmifawigM ig seardi of aft 130 bnfid- 
to the sect, wtiidi is Hnkcd to 
die 20 nerve gas attack <mi foe Tdeyo 

snbi^ (AFP photo) 


Actor-singer Burl Ives dies at 85 


ANACROTES, Washington 
(AP) — Burl Ives, who made 
classic recordings of folk 
songs like The Blue Tail Fly 
and defined fee role of big 
daddy in the movie Cat On A 
Hot Tin Roof, died Friday morn- 
ing. He was 85. 

Ives died at his home, 
where he had slipped into a 
coma early Wednesday, said 
his agent and longtime 
friend, Marjorie Schicktanz 
Ashley. He had been suffer- 
ing from complications of 
mouth cancer. Ives' wife, 
Dorothy, and her three adult 
children were with him, 


Ashley said. Ives — with his 
trademark goatee, twinkling 
eyes and rotund shape — 
maybe remembered b^ as a 
baJladeer for the nation's 
he^land. But he did it all, 
succeeding on the stage, 
screen, television and in con- 
cert. 

Since I was a child, I knew 
I was going to be a perfor- 
mer,” he said in a February 
1993 interview, when he was 
83. “It was something I knew 
in my bean of hearts feat I 
would always do.” 

Roaming fee country as a 


young man, he picked up 
songs and stories and sang 
with the likes of Josh White 
and Woody Guthrie. Ives 
chronicled tbat era in a 1948 
antobiography Wayfaring 
Stranger, written when he 
was just 38. 

At fee end of the depress- 
ion he was in New York City, 
trying to crack the big time 
wife a passel of homegrown 
favourites like Goober Peas, 
My Gal Sal and The Blue Tail 
Fijf, which has the chorus 
“Jimmy crack corn (and I 
don't care)," 


U.S. Communist Party 
‘spied for Kremlin’ 


NEW YORK IR) — The 
American Communist Party, 
often portrayed as being only 
a propaganda arm of the 
Soviet Union, is accused in a 
new book of something far 
more sinister — running a spy 
network for fee Kremiin. 

The book says the net- 
work. operating in the Vn- 
iied States in the 1930s and 
1940s. penetrated the project 
that built the atomic bomb 
and such government agen- 
cies as the State Department 
and fee forerunner of the 
.Central Intelligence Agency, 
the Office of Strategic Ser- 
vices. 

Based on aetdy disco- 
vered documents in Soviet 
archives, "the Secret World 
of American ^mmunism” 
says that two of the U.S. 
party's longtime leaders, Earl 
Browder and Eugene De- 
nnis. assisted Soviet espion- 
age in the United States by 
recruiting spies or helping in 
the penetration of govern- 
ment agencies. 

TTie book, by U.S. histo- 
rians Harvey Klehr. John 
Eari Haynes and Russian 
Fridrikh Firsov. also says that 
Moscow spent millions of 
dollars supporting the party. 

It says such well-known 
Americans as industrialist 
Armand Hammer and radical 
journalisr John Reed, author 
of Ten Days That Shook The 
World, were used to ferry the 
money from Moscow to the 


United States for the party. 

In Reed's case, the book 
says feat in 1919 he brought 
nearly a million dollars in 
jewels into fee United States 
to help pay for the start-up of 
the pmiy. 

Mr. Hammer, who died in 
19W after denying for years 
that he ever worked for the 
party, laundered money for 
it. along with his father, in 
the 1930s, fee book says. 

A U.S. Communist Party 
spokesman was not im- 
mediately available for com- 
ment. 

The book published by 
Yale University is the first in 
a series based on newly 
opened Soviet files. A second 
volume deals with the corres- 
pondence between Soviet 
leader Josef Stalin and his top 
aide Vyacheslav Molotov. 

Mr. Klehr said he was 
taken aback by the “reckless- 
ness" of the U.S. Communist 
Party to get involved in 
spying, and Mr. Haynes said. 
“1 am greatly surpri^ at the 
extent of the cooperation 
with Soviet intelligence. I bad 
previously thought the party 
was used as a recruiting 
ground but did not expect to 
see it so directly involved.” 

While the newly disco- 
vered documents link the spy 
network wife penetrating Che 
super-secret Manhattan Pro- 
ject feat built the first atomic 
bomb, both men said in sepa- 


rate interviews that they had 
not uncovered any evidence 
regarding Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg, the U.S. left- 
wingers who were executed 
for stealing atomic secrets for 
the Russians. 

The documents were disco- 
vered in the archives of fee 
Comintern, the organisation 
responsible for foreign Com- 
munist Parties, lliey in- 
cluded the papers of the U.S. 
Communist Party that had 
been shipped to Moscow for 


Chernobyl closure will end Ukraine’s grim legacy 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine has 
agreed to close down the 
Chernobyl nuclear power sta- 
tion by the year 2000, bring- 
ing in sight an end to one of 
the grimmest legacies of the 
country's Soviet past. 

Ukrainian and European 
Union (EU) officials said 
Thursday that President 
Leonid Kuchma had told an 
EU delegation it would shut 
down two reactors still func- 
tioning at the plant, site of 
the world's worst nuclear 
accident in 1986. 

In exchange, it asked 
Western countries to help fi- 
nance schemes to bridge the 
gap created in Ukraine's 
energy network — Giernobyl 
produces five per cent of the 
country's power. 

‘Ths is the first time that 
the Ukrainian authorities 
have dearly announced a 
date for the final and full 
closure of the Chernobyl 
site,” French Environment 
Minister Michel Bamier, rep- 
resenting France's EU pres- 
idency, told a news confer- 
ence. 

“This is a contract of faith 
between Ukraine and the 
countries of the G-7 and fee 
European Union. It is a 
courageous and important 
dedsion.” 

Ukrainian officials said 
they had proposed construc- 
tion of a thermal station near 
the stricken plant to make up 
for lost eieciricity. Cher- 
not^l's director put the cost 
of replacement at S4.4 billion 
and said the West should help 
pay it. 

Mr. Bamier said the Kiev 
government was to draw up a 
concrete timetable by May 15 
for bringing Chernobyl's 



Ukraiitian Presideiit Leonid Koduna (left) 
shakes hands with F^'oidi Ehivironment Mhib- 


reactors out of service. He 
said the EU and the G-7 
leading industrialised coun- 
tries would study the propos- 
al as well as plans to complete 
three unfinished reactors at 
other Ukrainian nuclear 
plants. 

Ukraine's leadership had 
resisted a dedsion by last 
year's G-7 summit in Naples 
to press for closure of Cher- 
nobyl without plans to plug 
the gap in its energy sector, 
largely dependent on imports 
of gas from Russia. 

The country's vocal nuc- 
lear lobby said it was capable, 
of operating fee plant with- 
out inddent. 

Mr. Kuchma and other top 
offidals said the plant and tlto 
aftermath of the disaster 
were inherited from Soviet 
times and therefore to be 
tackled by the international 
community. 


The fire and explosion in 
Chernobyl's fourth reactor 
on April 26, 1986 caused 
upheaval just a year into 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's perestroika reforms. 

After remaining silent ab- 
out it for two days. Soviet 
authorities provided full de- 
tails in the first concrete ex- 
ample of “glasnost.” or open- 
ness. in the media. 

Thousands of volunteers, 
known as “likvidators.” hur- 
riedly built a rail line and 
poured sand and concrete 
from helicopters to build a 
concrete “tomb” around the 
blazing reactor. That tomb is 
now cracking and is to be 
replaced. 

Radioactive clouds spread 
over most of Europe. Eva- 
cuation of local residents was 
slow and bungled. Public 
opinion swung heavily 
a^tnst nuclear power in the 
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Vandals behead 
statue of naked 
queen 

CANBERRA (R) — Van- 
dals beheaded a controversial 
sculpture of a nude Queen 
Elizabeth in Australia's capit- 
al. (Canberra police said. The ^ 
head of the statue was still | 
missing and nobody had I 
claimed responsibility or de- | 
manded a ransom for its re- | 
turn, a police spokesman said | 
Friday. A nude statue of the s 
queen's husband. Prince Phi- 
lip, sitting beside her on a .* 
park bench appeared un- 
touched, he said. The rusting 
ferro-concrete sculpture of a i 
flabbily naked queen and her ; 
paunchy husband sitting 
together on the park bench 
beside Canberra's Lake Bur- j 
ley Griffin outraged Austra- " 
lia's monarchists, who want 
the British ruler to remain 
head of state. The concrete 
queen sat, wearing only a 
tiara on her now missing 
head, with her legs damped . ; 
tightly together and her arms ^ 
resting on her lap while fe.e ; 
stone Prince Philip sat back 
casually with his legs wide : 
open. 'Hie work, titled Down 
By The lake With Liz And 
Phil is part of a month-long 
outdoor sculpture exhibitior." 
approved by fee National 
Capital Planning .Authority 
(NCPA). The NCPA is a 
federal government body 
chaired by an avowed repute 
lican. Monarchists, who watrt 
fee sculpture removed, ac- 
cused the NCPA and sculptor 
Greg Taylor of pursuing 
Prime Minister Paul Keat« 
ing's republican agenda to 
change fee constitution and' 
dump the queen as head-of-! 
state by the year 2001. 

China panda 
loan criticised 

GLAND, Switzerland (R) 4' 
Tee Worldwide Fund for Na^. 
rare (WWF) sprang to the - 
defence of its famous . 
emblem, the ^ant pand< 
and criticised a Chinese decK 
sion to lend a 'wild-born pain, 
da to a zoo in Berlin. Yaa- 
Yan, a nine-year-old female^ 
is due to arrive in Berlin 
Friday under an agreemeni* 
between the city and Chinesd 
authorities. But WWF saij 
fee loan and a similar loan to 
a zoo in San Diego. CaliforV 
nia, could harm attempts 
reestablish the panda, an 
dangered speaes of whidr. 
only around 1,000 remain iir 
the wild. “'WWF fears that' 
approval of these loans could* • 
set a dangerous precedent 
and lead to a further deple- 
tion of an already fragile wild 
panda population,” the orga- 
nisation said in a statement. 
Yan Yan was removed from 
fee wild when she was three 
months old in the belief that 
she had been abandoned by 
her mother. But "WWF said 
mother ‘pandas regularly 
leave their cubs for up to twa 
days without any ill effects 
while searching for food. 
WWF says panda loans' 
should only be for breeding" 
and research, should only inf 
volve captive-bred animals;^ 
and must generate funds for 
panda conservatkm. C 

White House 
may close 
Pennsylvania C 
Avenue *'• ' 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — - 
Reeling from a suicide plane 
crash, gunfire and the shootf 
ing death of a knife-wielding ; 
homeless man, the Whitd;- 
House is considering dosing' 
the historic Pennsylvania 
Avenue that fronts fee man-”- 
sion. Spokesman Michael 
McCurry said Monday that’ 
the Secret Service had issued” 
a plan for dosing fee wide.T‘ 
tree-lined street to traffic and.' 
that the Treasury Depart- 
ment was reviewing it. It>2 
would be an unprecedented.* 
step for the White House»>i 
which has always jkept its'« 
doors open to the publicj,: 
And shutting off the bu$y.r 
street, which boasts the ex-;<i 
ecutive mansion on one encK; 
and the Capitol on the others.- 
could cause some serious 
traffic jams. But last year, thc«i 
White House was beseiged-.; 
with attacks. While President." 
Bill Clinton escaped harm'.- 
the Secret Service has had' i 
many a sleepless night since;<J 
In September, a pilot crashed 
his small plane into the lawn just." 
in front of fee east wing ' 
the mansion before security^:! 
even knew he was in the area..*! 
The pilot was killed but na..' 
one else was injured. TTicn in.-* 
October, a gunman open^ 
fire on the front of the Whitc'*^ 
House, discharging some two-.'* 
dozen rounds before two 
passers-by wrestled him to:*- 
fee ground. Again, no one*-: 
was hurt in the attack. But^' 
security agents were so rat^ 
tied by fee events — which:'; 
also included the discovery oF-.: 
several bullets near thcj/ 
southern facade — that when 
3 homeless man wielded a.^;. 
knife near fee fence on Penn--: 
sylvania, police shot and kil-; ’* 
led him. 


Among the documents are 
ones referring to a “brother- 
son" network that cooper- 
ated wife Soviet agent Vasily 
Zubilin. who was in charge of 
breaking into the Manhattan 
Project. 

Also mentioned is a spy 
code-named “Louis” whom 
the authors have identified as 
Morris Cohen. According to 
the book, he recruited an 
unnamed scientist at the 
Manhattan Project and then 
acted as a courier from Los 
Alamos. New Mexico, where 
the bomb was developed. 
The authors said Cohen was 
alive but very ill in Moscow. 

Hie book also corrobo- 
rates parts of the testimony 
by ex-Communist Whittaker 
Chambers about a spy ring 
that operated in Washington 
during President Franklin 
Roosevelt's administration 
and obtained classified State 
Department documents. 


ter Midwl Barnler prior to their meetiiig to 
Kiev (AFP photo) 


former Soviet Union. 

Ukraine's parliament 
ordered Chernobyl to be 
closed W the end of 1993 and 
imposed a moratorium on 
completing unfinished reac- 
tors. As post-Soviet econo- 
mic decline deepened, both 
measures were reversed. 

Vladimir Gorbulin, chair- 
man of Ukraine’s Security 
Council, said the outcome of 
Tliursday’s discussions was a 
step forward, ending any link 
between general aid to 
Ukraine and the station. 

Mr.^ Bamier said neither 
Mr. Kuchma nor his acting 
Prime Minister Yevhen Mar- 
chuk had put a j^rice tag on 
any aid. 

“What I heard... is a com- 
mitment to a date to shut 
Chernobyl completely by the 
end of the century.” he said. 
“Perhaps our dialogue of fee 
deaf is over.” 
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^ Qe picture of a Rushan Border Guard of the 12th 
Frontier Post HS gg ii ^ a sheltw for a tank as a ctrileagne 


ovoiofdcs area close to the T^jik-Afj^ian txMtlar (AFP 
photo) 


iVeltsin urges action as Tajik death toil mounts 


DUSHANBE (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin re- 
newed his calls to boost de- 
fences on the Tajik-Afghan 
border Friday as the death 
toll in fighting between Fron- 
tier Guards and rebels con- 
tinued to mount. 

•> Dozens of people were re- 
cited killed in the latest 


flare-up of fighting in the 
remote eastern region of 
Gorno-Badakhshan, where 
opposition forces ba^ there 
and Afghan-based Islamic re- 
bels have been staging 
attacks. 

Tajik Deputy Security 
Minister Anatoly Kuptsov 
told a news conference that 


N\-?u5iWl 



Rusaan Border Guards from the 8th Frontier Post in the 
Ts^ik Piandg re^n patrole the T^jik-Afghan border (AFP 
photo) 


30 Islamic opposition fighters 
and six Ommonwealth of 
Independent States Border 
Gua^s were killed in three 
hours of battles Thursday. 

Dozens of rebels and 35 
Border Guards have been kil- 
led in earlier clashes. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said two Tajik soldiers were 
shot dead on the outskirts of 
the capital Dushanbe early 
Friday. 

The agency said Mr. Yelt- 
sin, on holiday in the south- 
ern resort of Sochi, met Bor- 
der Guards Chief Andrei 
Nikolayev for the second 
dme in two days. The presi- 
dent was likely to return to 
Moscow Sunday. 

“The (Yeltsin) suggested 
making maximum use of the 
means and forces available to 
defend the border, if neces- 
sary brining in collective 
peacekeeping forces," TASS 
quoted president's press 
service as saying. 

Interfax News Agency said 
CIS foreign ministers, along 
with defence ministers and 
border guards commanders, 
were due to meet on April 21 
to work out joint measures. 

And in the Kazakh town of 
Chimkent Friday, the presi- 
dents of Kazakhstan. Uzbe- 
kistan and Kyrgyztan met 
behind dosed doors to dis- 
cuss what they could do to 
quell the fighting. 

In Afghanistan, govern- 
ment sources and witnesses 
said Russian jets bombed the 
northern town of Taloqana 
and a border district Thurs- 
day, killing 125 dvilians and 
wounding 250 in the fourth 
day of trambing in two pro- 
vinces on the Tajik border. 

Russia has denied all such 
accusations. On Friday Inter- 


fax quoted the Russian 
Armed Forces’ press office p 
saying: “Russian aircraft did 
not bomb Afghan territory.’’ 

ilie fighting on the border 
breaches a ceasefire agreed 
last year between Dushanbe 
and opposition leaders who 
fled to A^hanistan after los- 
ing a dvil war in 1992. 

Mr. Yeltsin Thursday 
backed sending military aid 
to Tajikistan after a new 
clash in which Mr. Kupt^ 
said a 100-strong opposition 
unit attacked a convoy on its 
way to Khorog, the adminis- 
trative centre of Gorno- 
Ba^khshan. 

Mr. Kuptsov said this 
week's escalation of fitting 
was provoked by a damp- 
down from Frontier Guards 
in the Pamir of Badakhshan. 

“The main channel for 
smugging arms and filters 
was there. In one case last 
year KX) people crossed the 
border. But now we have 
dosed the border," Mr. 
Kuptsov said. 

Interfax said talks between 
Dushanbe and opposition 
leaders would take place in 
Moscow on April 17 and 18. 

A Tajik opposition leader 
said Thursday his party 
would only agree to talks in 
Moscow if Border Guards 
withdraw from the frontier 
and Moscow recognised a 
ceasefire signed last year. 

He said it banned all troop 
deployment in Gorno 
Badaktehan. 

“If these three conditions 
are not met, the negotiations 
will have to take place some- 
where other than in Mos- 
cow," Abdu-Nabi Sataizade, 

P resident of the opposition 
democratic Party of Tajikis- 
tan, told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 


Portugal objects to EU fish deal with Canada 


BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) ambassa- 
dors broke off crucial talks 
Friday on settling a bitter 
fishing row with Canada after 
Portugal refused to accept 
the share-out of the EU's 
catch. 

. “A lot of progress has been 
made and we hope to com- 
plete the progress very quick- 
ly." said a Spanish diplomat, 
i^other diplomat said: “We 
cguld reconvene at any 
'.‘ime.” 

• But a German diplomat 
said he was sceptical about 


the chances of the ambassa- 
dors meeting again Friday, 
opening up the possibility 
that the talks would drag on 
through the Easter weekend. 

Diplomats said the ambas- 
sadors were in touch with 
their governments over the 
latest hitch in the long drawn- 
out efforts to resolve the row 
vrith Canada over fishing for 
Greenland halibut (turbot) 
off Newfoundland. 

Portugal frustrated final 
agreement in a dispute over 
how an increased EU quota 
of the fish, the last commer- 


cially viable species in the 
once-rich fishing grounds, 
should be shared out. 

“We are against the deal. 
We must still solve the quota 
problem," a Portuguese 
spokesman told reporters 
when asked if Lisbon would 
hold up the deal. 

Portugal could in theoiy be 
outvoted by the other 14 EU 
states, but EU sources said 
this was unlikely toba{^)ea as 
it would create more prob- 
lems. 

The EU and C!)anada said 
Thur^ay they were on the 


verge of a deal after unused 
quotas awarded to Russia 
and possibly other non-EU 
states were reallocated to 
Spain, but not to Portugal. 

Spain and Portugd, the 
only EU countries fishing the 
area, were previously offered 
10,000 tonnes of a toal quota 
of 27,000. 

The figure, divided up on 
the ba^ of 80 per cent for 
Madrid and 20 per cent for 
Lisbon, represented a large 
decrease for both sides on the 
amount ^ey took in 1994 


N. Korea said to give ground in nuclear talks 


BERLIN (R) — The United 
States and North Korea have 
postponed further talks to 
anchor a key nuclear agree- 
ment until Tuesday, but 
appeared to have made some 
progress towards ending a 
wrangle over the supply of 
nuclear reactors. 

.Replacing Pyongyang’s 
plutonium-p^udng atomic 
plants with a safer alternative 
IS- central to the accord 
W.ashington says will divert 
North Korea from develop- 
ing nuclear arms. 

South Korean news a^n- 
cy^ Yonhap. said Friday 
North Korean negotiators 
put forward proposals in 
Berlin which would allow 
some involvement by Seoul 
in -^e supply of new reactors. 

U.S. and North Korean 
officials in Berlin were un- 
available for comment. 

South Korean media re- 
ported the North also wanted 
M link implementation of the 
iv^'clear paa to the signing of 
a'4>eace treaty with the Un- 
ited States, replacing an 
armistice agreed at the end of 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Pyon^ang had ruled out 
any role for its longtime 
enemy South Korea in re- 
placing its graphite- 
moderated reactors with 


light-water plants. Light- 
water reactors produce less 
plutonium that can be used to 
make a bomb. 

The United States has been 
pressing Pyongyang to bow to 
its demands that South Korea 
should be the main contrac- 
tor with a major say in the 
design and construction of 
the reactors. 

Seoul and Japan have 
agreed to foot most of the 
S4.5 biUion bill for North 
Korea's nuclear transition, 
including energy supplies un- 
til the new plants are plugged 
into the power grid in about 
six years’ time. 

The project was agreed 
under an accord sign^ by 
North Korea and the Unit^ 
States in Geneva last Octo- 
ber. In return, ^ongyang 
froze its nuclear programme 
and halted construction of 
two big nuclear reactors. 

Diplomatic sources said 
the main issue now would 
focus on how far North 
Itorea will allow the south to 
take part in the operation and 
whether it will continue to 
insist on a U.S. contractor 
heading the project. 

"If this is the case and 
(North Korea) has made this 
proposal, then they have 
given some ground," one 


source said. “But 1 can't im- 
agine them letting the South 
have complete control.” 

South Korea has said it will 
have no part in the project if 
other reactors are used. 
S^ul was believed to be 
covering around 60 per cent 
of the bill and 10 make the pay* 
out pdat^le at borne, it 
wants contracts and jobs to 
go to home-based finns. 

But ^on^ang suspects 
political motives behind the 
offer. One diplomatic source 
said Seoul be looking to 
future unification of the Ko- 
rean peninsula and if its reac- 
tors are in place in the North 
it would make an integrated 
power grid easier to set up. 

North Korea wants to wrap 
up the Berlin talks by April 
21 and has repeatedly warned 
it unli tear up, the Geneva 
pact if Washington fails to 
agree to terms by then. 

Political analyst have dis- 
missed ^ngyang’s threats 
as part of its negotiating tac- 
tics and said it would try to 
wring maximum concessions 
from the Americans, not 
least Washington's agre^ 
ment to establish diplomatic 
relations. 

North Korea’s Communist 
Party paper Rodong Sbin- 
mun reported that Pyon- 


Russian troops close in on 
rebel stronghold inChechenya 


gyang wanted peace talks 
with the United States before 
it implemented the nuclear 
deal, Seoul’s Naewoe Press 
said. 

Meanwhile, the United 
States will deploy “a small 
number" of additional troops 
in ^uth Korea this month 
fw a military exercise, the 
Combined Forces Command 
(CFC) said here Friday. 

The CFC gave no figures 
for the number of U.S.-based 
troops that will take part in 
die South Korean-U.S. drill 
the second of its kind in two 
years. 

But in a press release it 
said the exercise will last 
from "late April to mid- 
May,” and involve “a small 
number of U.S. forces de- 
ploying to and exercising in 
the tiMatre.” 

Some 37,000 U.S. troops 
are based in South Korea, 
most of them along the de- 
militarised zone facing for- 
ward elements of North 
Korea’s million-plus strong 
army. 

In 1994 and again this year 
Washington and Seoul de- 
cided to cancel massive 
annual defensive war games 
known as Team Spirit to ^ur 
the Pyongyang'Washingfon 
nuclear talks. 


SLEPTSOVSK, Russia (R) 
— Russian troops closed in 
on the last rebel stronghold in 
Chechenya's lowland Friday, 
surrounding the villajge of 
Bamut after pounding it with 
shells throu^out the night. 

The roar of explosions 
echoed through Sletpsovsk, 
on the border between 
Chechenya and Ingushetia, 
rattling windows and shaking 
buildings. Sleptsovsk is 25 
kilometres from Bamut. 

The capture of Bamut 
would effectively give Rus- 
sian forces control over all 
the fertile and industrially- 
developed areas in northern 
and central Chechenya. 
although the rebels have set 
up bases in southern moun- 
tains ready to wage a guerril- 
la war. 

In Moscow, the Interior 
Ministry said the commander 
of Russia’s defence and In- 
terior Ministry troops in the 
breakaway region had been 
removed. A ministiy spokes- 
man said outgoing Comman- 
der Anatoly Kulikov was 
“tired" and needed to be 
replaced. 

TASS said a new commai^ 
ding officer, Gen. Mikhail 
Yegorov. had been 
appointed temporarily to 
cover for Gen. Kulikov's abs- 
ence. Gen. Yegorov was pre- 
viously in charge of the In- 
terior Ministry’s department 
dealing with organised crime. 
The change in military 


command lines coincided 
with a fresh bout of criticism 
at home of ihe way Russia 
has conducted its four-month 
campaign to crush Checheny- 
a's independence bid. 

Chechens say Russian sol- 
diers massacr^ dvilians in 
the western Chechen town of 
Samashki last week. 

Offidals from the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross have said Russian 
troops killed at least 250 peo^ 
pie. using “disproportionate" 
force to capture the town. 
Russia's Interior Ministry has 
denied the charge. 

Moscow’s troops have 
already seized most rebel 
strongholds in Chechenya, 
which declared itself inde- 
pendent of Moscow in 1991. 
Many towns in the break- 
away region have been re- 
duced to rubble in shelling, 
and fighting and thousands of 
people have died. 

Correspondents who vi- 
sited Bamut before the latest 
assaults said it had been vir- 
tually abandoned by resi- 
dents, although Chechen 
fighters were holed up in a 
concrete bunker in a disused 
missile site. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted offidals at the Rus- 
sian military headquarters 
near the border with 
^cchenya as saying Russian 
forces had surrounifed Bamut 
Friday, but had not yet en- 
tered the village. 


Interfax News Agency 
quoted Chechen military 
sources as saying a Russian 
SU-^ fighter jet and two 
helicopters had been stot 
down Friday. The Russian 
military denied the charge. 

Both sides have frequentiy 
exaggerated their successes in 
the campaign and reports of 
casualties are hard to verify. 

Interfax quoted Ruuian 
Deputy Interior Minister 
Alexander Kulikov as saying 
the remaining rebel fighters 
would have been driven to 
the mountains by summer 
and sealed off there. 

He expected no more ma- 
jor armed clashes, but said 
Russian troops would have to 
fight with small groups of 
fighters loyal to Chechen 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev to 
defend key installations. 

“Dudayev and his people 
do not want to restore normal 
life in Chechenya and they 
are doing all they can to turn 
the population against the 
constitutional powers." he 
said. 

On Wednesday, Russian 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev said Chechenya's 
separatist leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, who has been mis- 
sing since Russian forces took 
control of the Chechen capit- 
al Grozny in February, is 
“either dead or wounded." 

Speaking to the press dur- 
ing a visit to a strateoc mis- 
siles site at Irkutsk. Siberia. 


Gen. Grachev gave no detaib 
on what coiild have killed or 
wounded Mr. Dudayev, a 
former Soviet Air force 
general who proclaimed 
Chechenya independent in 
1991. 

The minister did not name 
his "unconfirmed sources" 
for the reports on Mr. 
Dudayev, Interfax News 
Agency said. 

The Federal Security Ser- 
vice, the successor to the 
KGB which has been ordered 
to find and capture Mr. 
Dudayev, said Wednesday it 
had no information on Mr. 
Dudayev — healthy or other- 

Wi$6a 

The ITAR-TASS news 
agency said meanwhile that 
Mr. Dudayev had appeared 
overnight Tuesday on a ban- 
ned television channel, claim- 
ing that he had not fled the 
country and would never do 

SO. 

“I am like you* all. We do 
not have another homeland 
and I will never ran away 
anywhere," he reportedly 
said. 

Gen. Grachev said there 
remained some 4,000 to 5,(X)0 
separatist fighters in 
Chechenya, ready to harass 
the much more powerful 
forc» sent by Moscow. 

Ninety per cent of • the 
separatist forces had been kil- 
led, captured or forced to 
flee, he said. 


Chirac 

stretches 

lead 

despite 

threat 


PARIS (R) — Conservative 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac 
stretched his lead in the 
French presidential campaiCT 
Friday d^ite a threat by.< 
extretne-ri^t Jean-Marie.-Le 
Pen to tx^cott him in ibe 
decisive nuioff ballof."'"' 

Mr. Le Pen. credited with 
13 per cent of the vote in the 
latest opinion polls, told a 
rally in Toulouse his anti- 
immigrant National Front 
Movement would not give 
the Paris mayor a single vote, 
because he was a “traitor" 
and a doset Sodalist. 

“If by misfortune Jacques 
Chirac readies the (May 7) 
second round of this election, 
he has grounds to be worried 
because he will not get a 
single vote from the National 
Front," he said. 

Nevertheless opinion polls 
have suggested almost hw of 
Mr. Le Pen’s electorate 
would switch to Mr. Chirac in 
the run-off. 

The latest oi^nion survey 

— published two days before 
a blackout on polls takes 
effect in the run-up to tbe 
April 23 first round of voting 

— pointed to a run-off be- 
tween Chirac and Sodal- 
ist Lionel Jospin, which the 
Paris mayor would easily win. 

The IFOP poll for the daily 
Liberation credited Mr. Chir- 
ac with ^.5 per cent ahead of 
Mr. Josfxn on 21 and Prime 
Minister Edouard Bahadur, a 
Gaullbt like Mr.. Chirac, on 
just 17.5. 

Mr. Balladur's score was 
close to his lowest in the 
campaign, suggesting his 
chances are fading despite an 
unusually high number of un- 
decided voters, estimated at 
33 to 39 per cent. 

Communist candidate 
Robert Hue, surfing on a 
wave of labour unrest, held 
the biggest rally of any candi- 
date so for in the Paris suburb 
of Le Bourget on Thursday 
night. 

Oreanisers said more than 
20,(XM people turned out to 
hear Mr. Hue, credited with 
nine per cent in tbe IFOP 
poll, prolcaim: "Let's put our 
strug^e into the ballot boxes. 
Each (Communist) vote will 
say: enough unemployment, 
enough injustice." 

Mr. Chirac hammered 
home his own message that 
France is in social crisis and 
must do more to combat un- 
employment, poverty and 
homelessness. 

At a rally in the Cham- 
pagne capit^ of Reims, he 
denounced “a France of ine- 
qualities where money ^>es 
to speculators and wheele^ 
dealer businessmen... where 
salaries are too low for those 
whose work is their vocation: 
nurses, social workers, 
ma^trates, teachers." 

The Paris mayor called for 
a better balance between 
capital and labour with effort 
and rewards more evenly dis- 
tributed. 


Russia plans to sell missiles to U.S. 


MOSCX5W (R) — Russia 
plans to sen a ba^ of nltra- 
modern surface-to-air 
mkaleg to the United States 
in an unprecedented deal 
wliidi it hopes to conmlete 
next week, a Russian official 
said Friday. ' 

A spokesman for the cen- 
tral Rosvoorozheniye body 
wfaid) negotiates official anns 


sales abroad confirmed Nfos- 
cow planned to sell the 
mobile S-300 V missile ^ 
tern but did not spedfy whidi 
U.S. department hoped to 
buy it. 

“The Russian govennnrat 
has decided fo seu diese mis- 
ales to the United States. We 
are currently working on die 
contract," Rosvoormheniye 
spokesman Valery Fogreby- 


eokov said. 

**The contract could be 
sealed next week.” 

Izvestia newspaper out- 
lined die s^reement Friday, 
saying ffie deal would be 
wOTth SM million. Pogreby- 
enkov declined to say exactly 
bow maA the deal would 
cost, but said Izvestia*s figure 
was “more cs less ri^t.” 


Mandela fires wife for 2nd time 


JOHANNESBURG 
South Afirican President Nel- 
son Mandefo ^dky^sacifed 
bis estranged wife W mni e for 
second time after she was 
reinstated as deputy minister 
two days before over a tedi- 
nicaJity. 

"After due reflection 1 
have decided in aooonling 
with die powers vested in me 
by the constitution to tenmn- 
ate Mrs. Wianie Mandela’s 
amxuntment and to appoint 
Mrs. Bifoitte Mabandla to 
dm potf erf dqjuty mimster of 
arts, oilture, science and 
tedmology,” Mr. Mandela 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Mandela said tbe dis- 
missal of Mrs. Mandela 
would take effect from April 
18. 

“The overridio^ considera- 
tion, as in this mstance, is 
vriiat the jnesident believes is 
necessary in pursuit of good 


gdvdinment anii the mtere^ 
coodtiy- as a wb<^," 
Mr. Mandela’s statement 
added. 

Mrs. Mandela, separated 
from her husband since 1992, 
lanndied a court action Mon- 
day to dedare her March 27 
dtaaoissal from the govern- 
roent of national nn^ unlaw- 
ful and nnconstitntional. 

Mr. Mandela Wednesday 
reinstated Mrs. Mandela as 
deputy arts minister because 
her saving two weeks ago 
was invalid. 

His main bfodt politic 
opponent, fakatha Freedom 
Party leader Mangosntbu 
Butbelea, who is the jiied- 
dent*s partner in the national 
unity government, had com- 
plaf^ he should have been 
considted on the sacking in 
terms of the const i t u t i on. 

Mis. Mandela, a frequent 


critic of her. husband’s gov-' 
enunent, said her rights had 
been -vi(dated:by ber sacking 
and demanded to know the 
grounds for her dismissal. 

But in his statement Fri- 
day, tbe Sonth African leader 
said he had consulted with 
Mr. Buthelezi and his two 
deputy presidents, Thabo 
Mbkei and F.W. De Klerk, 
over Mrs. Mandela’s posi- 
tion. 

. “There is no requirement 
for reasons behind such ded- 
ri<ms to be made public," Mr. 
Mandela said. 

“I would once again wish 
to thank Mrs. Mandela for 
^ service she had rendered 
to the government. I smeere- 
ly hope tiiat tiiis action will 
help her to reflect and im- 
inove on her conduct in pori- 
tions of leadership," he 
added. 
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What do you do when your water tastes bad? One thing is certain, you 
don't have to live with it. Call N.E.E.T. Eco Water's agent in Jordan, 
for a free home water test . Our experienced engineers can identify and 
remove the elements that give your water its unpleasant taste. For more 
information call us. 
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Expectations for a parley 

POLITICAL PROBLEMS rather than eco- 
nomic factors still stand in the way of the 
success of die Amman economic coherence 
on the Middle East and North Afiican 
scheduled for October to 'consolidate the 
peace process. The summit has been credited 
as offering the best assurance yet against 
reversing the tide of peace in the region. 
However, the continuing stalemate on the 
Syrian and Palestinian fronts with Israel 
threatens the viability of the conference. The 
only thing that could prevent the repetition 
of the b^ disappointment at last year’s 
Casablanca conference is tai^ble progress 
on these two tracks. Otherwise, the Anunan 
parley would achieve very tittie. 

No wonder the steering committee of the 
conference put on a brave face in the wake of 
its last we^’s preparatory meeting. U.S. 
Middle East Coordhiafor Dennis Ross dub- 
bed the committee’s meeting as suc- 

cessful,” and reminded the international 
community that **those who have made 
peace need to see that there are benefits for 
having done so.” 

The first dear hurdle in this context is the 
observation that not all the parties to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict have attained peace.- 
Unless and until peace Is regionallsed, there 
can be no serious tallc about collecting all 
economic dividends that can . be. yielded. 

Israeli- Deputy Foreign Minister Yosm 
Beilin was less sai^nine about these pros- 
pects when he predated that ’^it is unlikely 
that the Amman conference or any other 
conference will bear immediate fknit.” 
Pertiaps Mr. Beilin was also thinking of the 
formidable political problems that still face 
the peace process. 

In any case, there are other obstades that 
await resolution. For instance, there has 
been no apparent agreement on Ae proposed 
Middle £a^ devdopment bank. T^ U.S., 
Jordan and Israel favour the establishment 
of such a bank, but the European Union (£U) 
and the Arab Gulf countries seem to be 
noncommittal. Equally disturbing is the lack 
of coordination and cooperation between the 
public and private sectors on the confer- 
ence’s strategy and priorities. The business 
community in Jordan, for example, has 
repeatedly expressed their concerns about 
this flaw. These and other related shortcom- 
ings may end up spelling problems for the 
Amman summit unless a more determined 
effort is exerted on the political, economic 
and financial levels. 

ARABIC PRESS COlWMENTARMES 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra*i daily warned of a possible civil 
war in Gaza in the light of a decision by the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) to register all guns in the han^ 
of the people prior to collecting them. Mahmoud Rimawi 
said that the Islamic Jihad and Hamas have already refused 
to comply with the orders and said that they would be 
willing to stop all military activities once the Israelis have 
dismantled Jewish settlements in the Gaza Strip. The FNA 
ought to Study the situation carefully, and ought to demand 
that the Israelis pledge to dismantle the settlements in 
return for collecting the weapons, the writer suggested. He 
said that the mere presence of the settlements and the 
occupation forces provided sufficient cause for violence as 
they represent a- provocation to the Arab population. The 
writer said that the PNA should demand that Israel respect 
and honour its deals with the Palestinians in return for 
action to prevent further attacks on Israelis in the 
Strip. He said that President Arafat's accusations that the 
Israelis were trying to provoke a civil war in Gaza were 
justihed, but that Arafat ought to follow up on these 
accusations by presenting the Palestinian demand to the 
Israeli government and seeking to bolster national unity. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustonr daily commented on Crown 
Prince Hassan's call on the concerned authorities to 
conduct a scientific and objective study of the Jordanian 
labour market by urging the Labour Ministry to stem the 
employment of guest workers at the expense of the 
Jordanian job-seekers. Prince Hassan's call places the 
Labour Ministry face-to-face with its responsibility towards 
the presence of thousands of non-Jordanians working in the 
Kingdom, said Mohammad Daoud. The time has come for 
the government to re-consider the terms and conditions for 
employing foreign workers, especially as more and more 
Jordanians are becoming unemployed; and ought to 
legislate strict rules on issuing visas except for a minority 
whose skill is rare and could not be found in Jordan. The 
time has come for the Labour Ministry to fix the minimum 
wages of workers because ^fpaaky Mte 4 ytees«id lit 
lack of rules concenring Aeit emp io jf i l 

to prefer Egyptian to Jordanian wonreis: Taking Pnnce 
Hassan's statement into serious consideration and acting 
upon it, said the writer, was bound to help deal with the 
unemployment issue fadng the country. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa K 


Gaza tension throws doubt on peace process 


THE ESCALATING tension in the autonomous Palesti- 
nian territories after last week's suicide bombings has 
thrown the darkest shadow yet over the future of the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process. For many outside the 
region it may be an Israeli-Palestinian or Palestinian- 
P^estinian affair, but it is a serious concern to us in Jordan 
since it is inevitable that destabilisation on the Palestinian 
side will have repercussions in the Kingdom. 

The question that should be asked and answered is: 
What can we in Jordan do to arrest the situation? And who 
can be held responsible for the flare-up that has raised the 
prospect of an inter-Palestinian war? 

Notwithstanding repeated Israeli denials, the doubt 
would not go away that the black hands of senet Israeli 
Israeli agencies were behind the April 2 exploaon in the 
Gaza's Sheikh Radwan nei^bourhood. 

The blast, which killed at least six people in a densely 
populated area, came too pat to be attributed to an 
accident or as something engineered by the Palestinian 
security apparatus. 

For one thing, it was too controlled to be an accident, 
given that the number of casualties was limited; definitely 
someone took extra care to ensure that not many civilians 
would be caught in the blast. 

Obviously, (he reasoning was that high civilian casualties 
in the explosion would have made things get totally out of 
control for the Palestinian self-rule authority, something 
that Israel cannot afford to let happen. 

Definitely that scenario also leaves open the p^ibility 
that the Palestinian security men were somehow involved 
in the blast. But then the professional way it was handled 
was beyond their skills. 

So there are unmistakeable signs that Israeli hands could 
have set off the explosion in their intense efforts to avenge 
Palestinian bombings in Israel and eliminate the so-called. 


"en^neer" — the man who r^utedly built many of the 
Hamas bombs that went off in Israeli cities. 

The response that the blast drew from Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad was not a surprise; it was only a question of 
when and where. As such, the two suicide bombuigs in the 
Gaza Strip last Sunday whicfa killed seven Israelis and one 
American only underlined that violence begets violence. 
And that s what we are concerned with, particularly that 
the crackdown ordered by the self-nile authority and the 
defiance of the hardline groups appear to be heralding 
more violence and tension. 

There is no mag^c formula to resolve the problem, which 
involves unshakeable deep-rooted beliefs on the part of 
some — who categorically reject any dealings ^tb the 
State of Israel — and pragmatism on the part of others — 
who realise the truth that Israel is here to stay and there 
cannot be any escape from dealing with the Jewish state. 

In this context. Palestinian self-rule authority chief 
Yasser Arafat’s message to Jordan to contain the activities 
of Jordan-bored Hamas members and spokesmen was at 
best short-sighted. Regardless of what action Jordan took 
in response, the feet remains that the root cause of Mr. 
Arafet's problems is not the statements issued in Amman 

Hamas leaders, but his own approach to the situation. 

But Israel cannot ^irk its responsibility. Let no one 
forget that the latest escalation of violence came amid 
^^l^rings among Israelis that let the Gaza Strip become 
the yeamed-for state of Palestine and let the west Bank 
remain under Israeli occupation with autonomous links 
wiA whoever is in power in Gaza. 

It was as If the Israelis were waiting for the internal 
security situation to deteriorate to a level where the world 
^M>uid be seriously alarmed before very conveniently 
presenting the proposal that, given the inability of the 
self-rule authority to control anti-Israeli attacks, Israel has 


no dioice but to put a lid on handing over the West Bank ' 

Mr. Aiafec. . 

Quite simply, it also appears to mean the realisation 
predictions in tte Middle East and elsewhere at the outi 
of the autonomy accord signed in Washington in Septet 
ber 1993 that the "Gaza-Jericho first” formula was al» 
to be “Gaza-Jericho last.” £ 

Adding further support to the theory that Israel band® 
over Gaza to Mr. Arafat only because it could not contrj 
the strip was the refusal by Yitzhak ^bin last week a 
redeploy Israeli troops in the Gaza Strip. Not that wch g 
move is practiol. but it is a sure bet that Israel will nm 
want to send troops to the Gaza Strip even if Mr. Araf^ 
sent an invitation engraved in gold. 

Given the overall chaos in the Palestinian-Israeli track 
negotiations, it is imperative that the main sponsor of th-^ 
peace process, the United States, takes a very dose look 
why things are going so dramatically wrong in whiJ 
appeared to have been a carefully orcnestiated scenari| 
when the autonomy accord got off the ground. >. 

there is no doubt that dramatic solutions are nq 
round. the corner, the U.S. and Israel could start with 4 
basic change: liiat change should mean an unequivocal an«] 
public untfertaking ^at Israel will withdraw from the Wesj 
Bank and Gaza completely. The process that should follovS 
such an undertak^g could vary depending upon thd 
drcumstances, but there cannot be any more ambiguity 
over tiie realities of the situation: Israel occupied Wes' 
Bank and Gaza Strip in the 1967 war and it has to witinfran 
entirety from those areas with no preoonditiorts, period. 

Such an undertaking, whi(^ will dear a lot of disnust in- 
the air, may not Ire a tailor-made answer to curre;'. 
crisis, but it is sure to go a long way in shoring up the 
disappearing Palestinian confidence in the peace process^ 
By extension, it also means that we in Jordan could breathe 
a little more easily. 


Lebanon scarred by war that began 20 years ago 


By Aodrew Taraowski 
Reuter 

BEIRUT — Ten years ago 
Rashid Keng got op each 
morning, grabbed his 
Kalashnikov rifle and 
walked 50 metres to the 
green line where he and his 
comrades fought the Christ- 
ian miHtiamen who shot at 
them from across the street. 

lived with my femily 
on the frontline, so the 
memories I've got are chilly 
memories of death, shell- 
ing, snipers, thrills,” Mr. 
Ki^ recaUs of his days as a 
Musum militianian daring 
Lebanon's 1975-90 dvil 
war. 

• "Thais "'week is die •26tir 
•anniversary of the start of 
the war that ruined Leba- 
non. 

Today, aged 32, Mr. 
Keng drives a gleaming 500 
Gc Honda motorbike dong 
the green line, still lined 
with boUet-ridcOed bouses 
and collapsed apartment 
Modes left from 15 yean of 
fighting between Muslim 
and Qinstian forces, Syrian 
shelling and Israeli bomb- 


ms. 

He is thriving as a prog- 
ramme director at Future 
Television, a Beirut station 
owned by bflUonaire Prime 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri, 
and is married with a treby 
datuthter. 

But he says he, like every 
Lebanese, is still struggling 
to free his life from the 
bitter shadow of war. 

It erupted on April 13. 
1975, when Christian fight- 
ers ambushed a Palestinian 
bus in a Christian suburb of 
Beirut, luting 22, and then 
found themsdves fedng a 
coalition of lefe^, Mus^ 
and Palestinian forces. 

t- .7hd.,fi^tii^ ^sucked .'in. 
im'd Israel" Iran and 
Ir^, the PLO nod a multi- 
national force of U.S.. 
French, Italian and British 
troops. It spawned a h<Kt of 
militias, hijackers and 
hostage-takers, and frm- 
damentalist Shiite groups 
like Hizbollab (Party of 
God), which became a 
force on the reaonal scene. 

At least 100,000 petite 
were killed, thousands crip- 
pled, nearly 500,000 l<»t 



their homes and 500,000 
fled the country. 

When it end^ Lebanon 
was no loDgtt. atpJaveTOund . ■ 
,^toe.rich,.^{$witzedand.!r.^ 

of the Middto.p^. T;'. 

Up to S40 billidb had fled 
the once-thriving banking 
system, the currency was 
shattered, the famous 
hotels bombed out, the 
middle class was destroyed, 
the poorer classes penofless 
and the roads, telephones, 
electricity and services were 
wrecked. 

Five years later, Christ- 
ian commentators doubt 


openly that national 
sovereignty survived, 
saying government sob- 
.secvience to Syria created 
.to'.de.facto confederadon.of 
.Jhe two countries. 

Mr. Hariri has lanncfaed a 
S12-bfllioQ 10 year infras- 
tructure reconstruction 
plan. He hopes the private 
sector will chip in with 
another $20 billion to build 
industry, agricnlture, tour- 
ism and a thriving financial 
services sector. 

Already new buildings 
have mushroomed across 
the country and tiie S1.8 
bfllion Soldiere company is 


rebuildnig centra! Beirut. 
Gleaming laxury cars 
abound and hordes of ex- 
pensive restaurants and 
nightclnbs cater to the 
ostentatiously rich. 

Bnt they exist side-by^ 
side with widescale . miseiy. 
Most refugees are still un- 
able to return to their 
wiMked or damaged vil- 
lages, and the friendly vil- 
lage co-existence between 
cornmnnities of Creek, 
TAtw and Maionite Christ- 
ians and Shiite, Sunni and 
Draze Muslims may be 
gone forever. 

In Beirut the poor, the 
homeless and the sqnatteis 
nmunage in garba^' cm’ 
tainen and l^ess war 
tims tik death begininng,' 
from makeshift carts in''tiie"^ 
road in rusb-honr traffic. 

For Mr. Keng, too, the 
bitterness lingers. 

"I lost IS years of my 
youth and fun, and they 
were shnply ie|riaced by 
fear, aggmsion and a cor- 
ruption state of mind,” be 
says. ”rm trying to make 
up those lost years by being 
constmetive for a (Aaoge^ 


“But every angle step 
take is cfirectiy affected b; 
the war, and 1 believe ever 
siogle step any Lebanese k 
mairing is affected dtrsctl^ 
by the war.” 

In southern Lebanor 
fighting still rs^es as Israel, 
troops occupying a border 
strip come under dailyi 
attack fRHU Muslim guerril- 
las trying to drive them out. 

Shaken by shelling antP. 
bombing, the south is the, 
last active Arab-Israelr'" 
frontline and the fighting 
carries the ever-present 
threat of a flare-np that 
could engulf the rest of the 
country. 

For Central Bank 
emor Ri^ ^bu^h, Leba- 
non's economic tecoveiy is 
remarkable, but lack of- 
peace is slowing capital in- 
flow and efforts to create a 
finance and tourism centre. 

peace occurs and it is 
a decent one it will take out 
all the uncertainties about 
ibe future of Lebanon... 
and wOl generate a massive 
movement of capital into 
the country,” Mr. Salameh 
told Reuters. 


Israel driving Palestinians 
into civil war 


Reviewed by l^ia Nasral lah 


ISRAEL'S ARBITRARY 
measures against the 
Palestinians, especially in 
The wake of two bomb 
attacks in the Gaza Strip 
last week, the situation in 
Iraq and domestic issues 
featured prominently in the 
local Arabic press in the 
past week. 

Criticising Israeli govern- 
ment policies and its shift- 
ing of the blame on Presi- 
dent Arafat, a writer in Al 
Ra'i said that the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
headed by Arafat had no 
power to control resistance 
activity against the Israelis 
outside the self-rule areas. 
Both Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad groups have repeated 
that toey intend to cany 
out their attacks outside 
the self-rule are'as but Ara- 
fat and bis government can- 
not achieve miracles and 
prevent resistance activity 
in areas controlled by the 
Israeli forces, noted Sultan 
Al Hattab. liie writer said 
that the Israelis seem to be 
betting on a civil war be- 
tween the Palestinians so 
that they can be weakened 
to a degree that they would 
not be able to carry out 
further resistance against 
Israel. 

Ahmad Ai Misleh. writ- 
ing Al Ra'i. said that con- 
tinued resistance activities 
against the Israeli occupa- 
tion forces do not surprise 
any one and they are a 
natural result of Israeli rep- 
ression. Resistance actioiu 
by Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad come as a reply to 
Israel's intransigent stand 
witb-4«|Brd to the Jewbh 
cftli ibnfli ift Arab lands, 
the continued detention of 
thousands of Arabs and 
starvation of the Palesti- 
nian people, said the wri- 


ter. Israel has so far confis- 
cated 74 per cent of the 
lands in the occupied West 
Bank as well as the main 
parts of the Gaza Strip to 
build settlements — a poli- 
cy which the Israeli govern- 
ment continues to follow 
and was bound to face its 
consequences. 

Ai Dustour daily warned 
that unless the Palestinians 
join their forces and deny 
the Israelis the felfilment of 
their desire to see a Palesti- 
nian civil war. Palestinian 
rights can never be re- 
gmned. The paper said that 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) is now 
cracking down on the Isla- 
mic groups under pressure 
from the Israelis thus creat- 
ing new tension. 

The PNA decision to col- 
lect weapons is expected to 
be met with stiff resistance. 
The PNA and the other 
groups ought to understand 
that they both shoulder 
equal responsibility in 
maintaining national uni^. 
which is the prime priority 
for them in the fece of the 
common foe. added the 
paper. 

Writing in AI Dustour 
Taber Adwan said that 
Israel's recent announce- 
ment that it would soon 
embark on building new 
Jewish settlements was 
paving the ground for 
further acts of violence. 
The writer said that 
perhaps Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
was trying to rally sup(>ort 
for his party to win the 1996 
general elections by mak- 
ing saeb announcements 
but this is a dangerous 
game which is bound to 
backfire and draw further 
suicidal attacks on Israeli 
positions. The writer said 


that Israel should return to 
tite Palestinians their lands 
as it did with Jordan and 
Egypt in order to reach 
peace with its neighbours. 
Only through the exchange 
of land for peace can secur- 
ity and stabili^’ be restored 
^ded the writer. 

A writer in Al Dustour 
commented on a recent 
tour in -the region by De- 
nnis Ross, the chief U.S. 
peace mediator, by saying 
that it ended in total' fai- 
lure. Saleh Qaliab said 
while Ross was trying to 
r^cmdle the Israeli and the 
Syrian positions, the 
l^aelis were pursuine their 
atrocities, inviting forther 
bombing attacks on their 
troops and civilians. The 
incidents in the Gaza Strip 
and Israel's intransigent 
position with regard to 
withdrawals from the 
Golan Heights rendered 
Ross's mission a failure, 
said the writer. The sound 
of the explosions in Gaza 
rose higher than Ross's 
statements and squashed 
his attempts at drawing 
Israel and Syria to the 
negotiating table 

But deciding to keep the 
sanctions on Iraq the U.N. 
Securi^ Council has ruled 
on extending the sufiierin^ 
of the 18 million Iraqi peo- 
ple. said Al Aswai^ daily. 
The council's decision not 
to allow Iraq to sell its oil to 
buy food and medicine for 
Its peop/e was unjust and 
ran contrary to Western 
claims that basic human 
rights ought to be safe- 
guarded in various pans of 
the world. As the world 
prepares for the advent of 
the 2lst century, the inter- 
national community con- 
tinues to witness- injustice 
and human rights violations 
— aii committed to satisfy 
the greed and the desires of 


certain world powers, the 
paper said. 

In another column in Al 
Dustour, Taher Al Adwan 
accused the United States 
of delaying the lifting of 
sanctions on Iraq untfl its 
oil companies have com- 
pleted the looting of Arab 
oil in the Gulf states and 
storing tbe oil in American 
oil wells. The columnist 
said that the war on Iraq as 
well as the continuation of 
the sanctions on its people 
were motivated by the lust 
for oil. Washington is con- 
tinually finding pretexts to 
delay the lining of the 
embargo until Iraq suc- 
cumbs to the desires of 
American oil firms and 
offers its oil on a silver 
platter, said the writer. He 
expressed hope that the 
Arab leaders would take 
the initiative and end the 
sanctions and refuse to 
comply to the wishes of the 
American oil firms. 

A columnist in A! Dus- 
tour urged the government 
to adopt an austerity prog- 
ramme and curtajl send- 
ing. Most of the debts were 
caused by the execution of 
non-developmental pro- 
jects in Jordan, thus caus- 
ing the Jordanians to bear 
the consequences and the 
country to face a state of 
economic and political in- 
stability. said Mohammad 
Daoud. The writer warned 
that there were clear signs 
for excessive consumption 
and public spending and 
that this would no doubt 
have a very negative effect 
on the country. Citing the 
government's tendency to 
continue the process of 
borrowing to finance pro- 
jects, -the writer said that 
borrowing should be con- 
fined only to areas where 
income-generating projects 
are contemplated. 



LETTERS 


Accord or discord? 


To the EdUw; 


THE INFLUX into Jordan of 900 Israefi toorists a day, 
who presumably have no cfifficulty in obtoming Jordam'an 
entry visas and who enjoy unrestricted freedom of move- 
ment dnr^ tbeir stay in Jordan, led me to believe that 
Jordanians would naturally be accorded reciprocal treat- 
ment l^ IsraeL I therefore a^^rfied tiirougn a Uceosed 
Jordanian travel office for feiaeli visas for my wife and 
myself to visit dow relatives in West Jerusalem wbo bad 
invited ns to spmd tbe Easter holiday witii tiiem. 

Adter die l^pse of three weeks (no - less) we were 
inforn^ by the travel office that the Israeli authorities 
want to ioow the purpose and duration of our vi^ wber& 
or with whom we would be sta^ng, and (believe it or not! J 
a written undertaking tiiat we womd leave Israd at the end 
of our visiL We complied. 

Ten days later (no less) we were informed by tbe travel 
office that tbe Israeli aumorities want to know tbe name, 
tbe foD address, the telephone number, and the business or 
work of tbe of die femfly with wbom we would be 
staying. We compfied. 

Five days later we received the final reply that our 
a^dicatioD for visas was rejected by die Israeli audiorities 
on toe flimsy eimuse that “we do not qualify as tourists.” 

It was then that I realised how migtaken 1 was in 
beliet^ that after the condusion of the Jordan/Israeli 
peace treaty we would be deal^ wito a Isml, 

and diat we were at die bemnning of an era of peace the 
benefits of which would graoually seep duoi^ to the man 
on the street (that’s me). My only consolation is that my 
gulKMlity in this titnation is more than matdied by thd of 
Mr. Yasser Arafet in simimg tbe Oslo Accord {or should I 
say “OSLO DISCORD”) aM his recent public dedaration 
tto he would *^soon be praying at the Aqsa Mosque". The 
tlifleieuce between Mr. Ar^t’s diallusionmeat and 
is tl^ I only to face my wife for not able to 
obtain an Israeli entry visa, whereas Mr. Arafat would 
eventually have to fece four million Palestinians in tbe 
diaspor a, if b e can ever leave the Gaza Strip where he has 
been entra{q>ed under the terms and conditions of fats Oslo 
Accord. 


Every tale should have a moral, and tbe moral of this sad 
tale is that: 

**It is foolish to act on die ass um ption that a leopard 
would change it qiofe!” 

Advocate George Kawar, 

Amman. 


The Jordan Times we/comes lettsis and crmtribndtms fr™ g 
^ readers on any sabject they wzsfa to « 

winded for pouicatibn, however, sfaoiihf cootam tbe 
writer’s fiiU name and preierably address as wen. Names 
CM be wAbbeld oily upon request and ooder special 
^t'catnst ances . Letters are subject to editing. Tbe 
er is not responsib/e for the letuni of "ffvsvd numisci^pMs. 
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Petra papyrus scrolls, nearly all conserved, reveal 
late Byzantine social traditions in south Jordan 


By Rami G. Khouri 
to tbe Jordan Tunes 


less than sixteen 
moDths after they were dis- 
covered in tbe collapsed 
refoains of & Byzantine 
chnrcfa at Petra, tbe impor- 
tant coUection of bnrnt ra- 
ra papyrus scrolls has been 
almo^ totally conserved 
and protected by an inter- 
national team of experts, 
and is well on the way to 
being read and analysed ^ 
sdiolars from several coun- 
tries. 

Tbe papyri — the single 
largest collection of written 
m^erial from andent Jor- 
dan — are starting to clar- 
ify many aspects of social 
organisation and human 
tradidODS in mid-dth cen- 
tury AD Petra, eqrecially 
related to wills, inheri- 
tance, and property own- 
ership. 

They are also clarifying 
tbe durability of Nalntean 
Arab culture, whidi con- 
tinue to manifest itself in 
people’s names nearly four 
and a half centuries after 
tbe Roman annexation of 
the Nabatean cafrital and 
heartland. 

The work on the Petra 
Papyri, wind) has been 1^ 
and coordinated by the 
American Centre of Orien- 
tal Researdi (ACOR) in 
Amman, has been exem- 
plary in three important 
ways: the speedy preserva- 
tion of sura rare ancient 
manuscripts, whidi could 
have been threatened with 
total disint^ration due to 
their fragile state; the very 
^nerous policy of sharing 
information about the 
scrolls with other sdiolars 
through interviews, press 
releases and newsletters; 
and tbe international ftind- 
rairing effort that ACOR 
undertook to raise approx- 
imately $150,000 to date 
from private and public 
sources to finance the con- 
servation work. 

As such, the work on tbe 
Petra Papyri, as they are 
now popularly calle^ does 
not only shed new li^t on 
ancient aspects of Jorda- 
nian culture and its interac- 
tion with foreign lands; it 
also makes an emphatic 
statement about what can 
be achieved today through 
efficient collaborative 
efforts among private and 
public institutions in Jor- 
dan and other countries. 

Tbe conservation work 
dial has been carried out at 
ACOR since September 
19M has revealed the exist- 
ence of about 150 separate 
scnrils — more than double 
the original estimate when 
die cache was first disco- 
vered. This number will 
prolMbly increase as the 
remaining few bundles of 
charred rolls are painsta- 
kingly separated and recon- 
structed this summer. 

The sheer quantity of 
script in the scrolls is pro- 
ving to be a treasure trove 
of mfonnation about life in 
Petra in tbe mid-6th cen- 
tury. Over 200 metres of 
40-cenCimetre-wide scrolls 
have been uniavelled to 
date, revealing 
docomentary texts written 
by different scribes uang a 
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Part of a Petra papyms scroll written in a corsive script. Hie text is the will oi a Petra resideat »•*«*** Obodianns who asks that his assrts be used to Ceed and 
clothe his mothm’, and that afktf her death they sboold be gjven to a church and hospital at Petra (Photo by Henry Cowherd) 

The sheer quantity of script in the scrolls is proving to be a treasure 
trove of information about life in Petra in the mid-6th century ’ 


combination of cursive and 
angnlar, formal scripts. 
The earliest date men- 
tioned in the scrolls is 538 
AD, and tbe latest is 559 
AD — a period of Petra's 
history that is very poorly 
documented by excavations 
or literary evidence. 

Dr. Zbigniew Flema. die 
archaeologist who beaded 
the excavation of the 
diurrii and who now works 
cm tbe analym of the in- 
formation d^ved from tbe 
scrolls uid related to tbe 
reconstruction of historical 
ocmtoxt, cold tbe Jordan 
Times in an mterview in 
Amman that "probably the 
greatest value of these 
scrolls is the information 
they shed on die daily life, 
communal traditions, land 
transfers, and documentary 
transactions of tbe people 
mentioned in the scroUs — 
information that is not 
available from any other 
comparable source." 

These are the only scrolls 
of their kind ever disco- 
vered in Jordan from this 
period; they are also 
thou^t to be the first ex- 
ample anywhere in the 
world of an archive of 
andent papyrus scrolls that 
was recovered by systema- 
tic excavations, during 
which the place and context 
of tbe find were sdentifical- 
ly documented and re- 
corded. Ihe closest compa- 
rative cnaterial is a ooUeo- 
tion of papyrus scrolls from 
the vicinity of a diurdi at 
Nessana in the Naqab 


(Negev) desert to the west, 
dating from the tich to the 
late 7th centuries AD. The 
Nessana scrolls, which 
were found intact, indnded 
texts on litera^ subject 
(e.g. a Greek dictionaiy to 
\^igjrs Aeneas), tbeofogy 
(fn^ents of the gc^iel of 
John), and non-Uterary 
texts related to all spbezes 
Of life, such as trade, finan- 
dal contracts, marriage and 
divorce, wills, division of 
property, letters, sales re- 
ceipts, and milrt^ affairs. 

About half tbe Petra 
texts deal uritb wills and 
property inheritance, and 
over 50 individual names of 
people have been identified 
to date. These indade a 
range of men identified by 
their ranks or titles, in- 
cluding both admiiustrattve 
and ecclesiastical titles 
(e.g., bishop, deacon, gov- 
ernor, collector of taxes). 
The texts are dotted wito 
typical Byzantine religioas 
tides of honour, such as 
very reverend, most |XOus, 
and Christ-loving, as well 
as honorary titles of lay- 
men, such as most magnifi- 
cent, most admirable (for 
men) and most decorous 
(for women). 

Several traditional Naba- 
tean names appear among 
tbe more common Christ- 
ian and pagui Greek and 
Roman (Latin) names. &- 
amples Greek names are 
Epiphanies and Kyriakos, 
and of Latin names Flavius 
Sabinus and Ronianus. 
Two fragmentary signa- 


tures in a language other 
than Greek (p^aps Semi- 
tic) suggest the continued 
use of non-Greeo-Rofuan 
local scripts well into the 
Byzantine era. Names of 
towns, villages and areas 
around Petra seem to rep- 
resent a Greek rendition of 
names in eariy Arabic, in- 
dicating tbe inqxirtance of 
early Arabic among local 
rural folk in tbe 6th century 
AD. 

Tbe lar^st scroll opened 
to date, over metres 
long, is an inventory com- 
pile in 538 AD by a public 
attorney, fisting {Kropeity 
owned by the unrcli and 
by two deceased people 
named Diphilus (a typiral 
Greek name) uid Obo- 
dianus, a Hellenised ver- 
sion of the Nabatean names 
'bdt (’Abdat) and Obadas. 
The Hellenised name 
Dusarius also appears 
several times, dearly re- 
flecting tbe name or the 
diief Nabatean male driQ^ 
Dusara (or Dusfaara). 

One scroll measuring 
over fooT metres long is tbe 
will of an ailing ObodJanns, 
who directs that fais proper- 
ty should pass on to ^ 
Qiorcb of Saint Kest 
Aaron and to the Hospital 
of Saint Martyr fCyri]- 
cus(?K both of which are 
located in Petra. Tbe 
»parently terminally ill 
Obodianus asks that after 
his death his heirs should 
keep his mofiwr supplied 
with food and clothing for 


the rest of her life. 

A three-metre-loa^ scroll 
is a sworn dedaration re- 
lated to a divisiott of inher- 
ited property, including 
gardens, vineyards, a^- 
cultural land with thiesmng 
floors, water cisterns, 
houses and other assets, 
wfaQe another two-melrc- 
long scroll dated 540/541 
AD is an agiMment for tbe 
sale of inherit^ property. 

Several scrolls mentioa 
tbe names of settlements 
other than Petra, induding 
Augustopolis (Udnih, ten 
kilometres to the east), an 
unidentified site called 
Eleutberopolis, and 
numerous villages, ftum- 
lands, thresbiag floors, wa- 
ter cisterns, roads and 
streams in tte immediate 
yidtdty of Petra. Some of 
these andent names have 
survived until today, such 
as the name Dara, which 
ACOR Director Dr. Pierre 
BQcai has identified with an 
area near the modern 
resthouse, at tbe entrance 
of Petra, that still carries 
this name. 

Hie informatiOQ being 
obtained about early-to- 
mid-6tb century Petra’s 
pMple and rural hinterland 
rrill help to darify many 
vagne aspects of late 
Byzantine Petra’s econo- 
mic and social history, 
which in turn will fill in 
major blanks in the history 
of southern Jordan at that 
time. 

Most of tbe texts have 


only been quick initial 
rea&ngs, and only a hand- 
ful have been read m full, 
so the full scholarly be- 
nefits to be derived ft^ 
them must await the histor- 
ical analysis of tbe saoUs 
that will be conducted in 
the coming five yean. The 
scholarly analysis and pub- 
UcatioD will be done by two 
separate teams, hea(M by 
Professor Jaakko Frosen, 
professor of papyrology at 
the Academy of Finland 
and professor at the Uni- 
versity of Helsinki (In- 
land), and by Professor 
Ludwig Koenen of tbe Uni- 
versity of Michigan (USA) 
and Clement Kuebn of 
Loyola University (Cfaica- 
USA), with 1^. Fienia 
iuvestigating tbe scrolls’ 
wider historical signifi- 
cance. Tbe teams have 
been given five years to 
publish tbe materials, with 
another three year grace 
period likely cine to the 
large amount of informa- 
tioD that must be recon- 
structed and studied. 

Tbe conservation work 
has been done 1^ a Ffau^ 
team beaded by Profe^r 
Frosen, and hichiding eight 

students from the ^riveisi- 
ty of Helsinki and Ms. Fat- 
ma Maiii from Yannonk 
University. Henry Co- 
wherd has (rtiotographed 
tbe scrolls. 

Tbe papyri were found in 
two aiCTT^ in tbe Scroll 
Room, at tbe north-east 


corner of the church's ex- 
terior. The major archive 
was in the north-west cor- 
ner of the room, and the 
smaller archive was found 
on a collapsed stone shelf 
against the southern wail of 
the room. 

Based on their location 
associated with the church 
and their references to peo- 
ple and properties, the 
scrolls seem to relate to a 
limited number of people, 
perhaps paiishoneis or be- 
nefactors of the church. 
There is no informatioa 
that seems to relate to the 
city or tbe population as a 
viiole. The scroUs were 
found in what ai^ieais to be 
a storage area, and not a 
library or office where they 
were written. One scroll 
was found lying open, 
perhaps because it was 
being read when the church 
collapsed and burned. 

The scroUs seem to have 
been tightly wrapped in 
cloth, and were probably 
placed on wooden shelves 
or in wooden boxes, judg- 
ing from the excavatt^ re- 
mains of wood, straw, tex- 
tiles, copper hinges, glass 
fragments, and small 
bronze chains. The ghss 
may have been usedto 
decorate inlaid wooden 
boxes. 

Tbe conservation work 
on tbe scrolls will finish this 
summer, afrer which tbe 
Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities and ACO!^ win 
have to tadde the issue of 


their permanent storage 
and di^lay. The papyri are 
safe now in the ACOR 
conservation lab, with its 
temperature and humidity 
controls that are vital to 
prevent deterioration or 
disintegration of the thin, 
carbonued scrolls. ACOR 
boptt to launch a fund- 
raising drive to build a 
permanent storage cabinet 
with appropriate environ- 
mental controls, in which 
the scrolls can be per- 
manently stored when they 
are returned to the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities. 

ACOR Director Pierre 
Bikai notes that one of the 
ifflMitant principles that 
ACOR ap^es in all its 
archaeological research 
projects is the proper con- 
servation and preservation 
of excavated sites and arti- 
facts. ACOR, with finan- 
cial assistance from 
USAID and other sources, 
is building a permanent 
shelter for the church 
where the scrolls were 
found, with its splendid 
floor mosaics, and its ftiUy 
conserving the scrolls 
themselves for posterity. 

Dr. Bikai notes that such 
archaeological projects 
serve Jordan in several re- 
lated ways. Tliey generate 
substantial international 
publicity for Jordan (over 
50 press articles and ten 
films to date on the diurch 
project, including mention 
by Discover Magazine as 
one of the world’s 75 top 
science stories in 1994); 
they provide income for 
local workers during the 
life of the project; and they 
train a giowingn team of 
Jordanian technicians in 
such important fields as 
conservation of mosaics 
and perishable artifacts. 

The scroUs were exca- 
vated by conservator 
Catherine Valemour and 
Dr. Fiema, assisted by De- 
borah Kooring and Depart- 
ment of Antiquities Petra 
inspector Suleiman Fara- 
jat. The excavation was 
randed by tbe United 
States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development 
(USAID). Tbe scroUs con- 
servation project has bmn 
sponsored and funded by 
the Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities, ACOR. 
the Univerrity of Helsinki, 
tbe Ministry of Education 
and Culture of Finland, tbe 
Academy of Finland, and 
the University of Michigan, 
with other contributions 
made by the National En- 
dowment for tbe Humani- 
ties, tbe Samuel Kress 
Foundation, tbe United 
States Information Agen- 
cy, Robert Johnston, R.D. 
Doidge, J. and J. Dumit, 
Yarmouk University, and 
tbe Japan International 
Cooperation Agency. 

Private eontnbutions to 
the cost of fully conserving 
and permanently storing 
the scrolls can be made 
through ACOR or the De- 
partment of Antiquities, 
and individuals or institu- 
tions that make substantial 
contributions can "adopt" 
a scroU and have it named 
after them or any person of 
their choice. Ten scroUs 
have been named already 
in this fashion. 


U.N. approves Iraq oil plan 

(CoBtiDBSd Ikom pi^ 1) 


Arafat cool to Hamas truce 

(Conthnwd Ikom page 1) 


No deadline has been set 
for the secretary-general's re- 
port and diplomats say the 
negotiations could take a 
month or more. 

Out of each $1 billion 
worth of oil sold, between 
$650 miifion and $680 million 
would be available to purch- 
ase humanitarian supplies. 
This includes $130 million to 
$150 million directly ear- 
marked for a U.N. program- 
me to assist the Kui& of 
northern Iraq, subjected to a 
govenunent olockade. 

Some $300 million would 
be creamed oft the top of 
each $1 billion for a U.N. 
Gulf war reparations fiind. 
Tbe balance • would meet 
otiier U.N. costs stemming 
from the war, such as scrap- 
ping Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction and long-term 
monitoring to ensure they are 
not rebuilt. 

If the sdieme is renewed 
for another six months, 
tential annual oil sales of 
billion would compare 
with Iraq's pre-Gulf war re- 
venues or up to $18 billion. 
Exports then totalled more 
than three million barrels of 
oil a day, compared with 
some 600,000 barrels a day 
under the U.N. plan. 

Most of tbe oil would have 
to be exported through a 
disused pipeline running 
from Kirkuk, in northern 


Iraq, to the Turkish 
Mediterranean port of 
Yumurtalik. The rest could 
be shipped from Iraq's Gulf 
port of Mina A1 BaJu*. 

To help Baghdad pay the 
Turkish pipeline tolls it 
would be allowed to sell an 
additional $28 million of oil 
for every $1 billion con- 
tracted. 

China and some non- 
aligned countries said telling 
Iraq how it could export its 
oil infringed on its sovereign- 
ty but nevertheless voted for 
toe resolution. 

The oil-for-goods scheme 
is more fovourable to Iraq 
than one it rejected in 1991 
permitting only $1.6 billion in 
sales over six months. Uiat 
required toe oil to be shipped 
exclurively thioi^ tbe pipe- 
line to Turkey and more in- 
trusive monitoring of the dis- 
tribution of food and other 
goods. 

Unlike that take-it-or- 
leave-it scheme, spurned by 
Ba^idad as an af^t to its 
sovereignty, Ir^i Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
played an active role in help- 
ing negotiate the new resolu- 
tion, with French, Russian, 
Argentine and other council 
members acting as interme- 
diaries. 

Follovnng are highlights of 
tbe Security Cbuncr/ reso/u- 
tibn: 

— Iraq can sell $1 bilUon 
worth of oil every 90 days or 


$2 billion over six months to 
meet humanitarian needs of 
its people. After 180 days toe 
resolution has to be renewed. 

— The $1 billion sum can 
be raised by $28 million to 
pay tariffs that TUrkey may 
charge for toe use of toe 
Kirlrak-Yumuitalik pipeline 
between toe two countries. 

— The resolution would 
take effect a day after a re- 
port from Secretaiy-General 
Ghali. whose staff has to 
nerotiate monitoring plans 
ana other arrangements with 
toe Iraqi government. Such 
procedures take a minumum 
of a monto. 

— Oil sales proceeds avail- 
able for Iraq’s humanitarian 
supplies would be about $650 
million to $680 million of 
each $1 bflUon. A 30 per cent 
deduction. $300 million, 
would be earmarked for a 
Gulf war reparations fund 
and another $20 million to 
$50 million would meet other 
U.N. costs. 

^ A sum of $130 million to 
$150 million every 90 days is 
to go for U.N. humanitarian 


(ConttaiMd flrom page 1) 

toe permanent arrangement, 
settlements are to be disman- 
teld," Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin said tbe bomb- 
ing campmgn by Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad underscored 
the vuinerability of isolated 
Jewish settlements located in 


programmes for Kurds in the 
north. 

— The "larger share" of oil 
is to be shipi^ through toe 
pipeline to Turkey rather 
than Mina A1 Bakr. 

— Iraq will be permitted to 
import equipment needed to 
repair toe pipeline to Turkey. 
It may finance these goods 
torou^ letters of credit on 
fiiture oil sales. 

— Oil contracts need 
»proval by the Security. 
Onuidrs Sanctions Commit- 
tee to make sure prices are at 
"fair market value” and that 
lecten of credit are paid to an 
Escrow account so that costs 
for compensation and U.N. 
expenses can be dediteted. 

— Revenues for the li- 
mited oil sales are precluded 
from 1^ proceedings and 
any claim against them. 

— The resolution should 
not be a substitute for an 
eventual lifting of toe full oU 
embargo. Notoiiu in the re- 
solution "shoulo be inter- 
preted as infringing tbe 
sovereignty or territorial in- 
tegrity of Iraq." 


Palestinian population cen- 
tres. 

He rejected claims tty the 
opposition Likud Party that 
settlements increase Israeli 
security because they require 
toe deployment of additional 
troops in tbe area. 

"I think that these are 
mainly political settlements 


that don’t ^ve an answer to 
terrorism," Mr. Rabhi said, 
referring to settlements 
establish^ under toe former 
Likud government near 
Palestinian towns to streng- 
then Israel's grip on the land. 

'*Tbey make the war 
against terrorism harder. I 
also would not have estab- 
lished kfar Darom and Net- 
zarim," he added, referring 
to toe sites of the two latest 
bombing attacks. 

Mr. Rabin said it was natu- 
ral for support for bis policies 
to drop in toe wake of bomb- 
ing attacks, but that he would 
continue tbe negotiations 
with tbe PLO. 

But, be added, "I will not 
decide on policies according 
to a survey ... as long as I am 
convinced that the direction 
in which we are going is toe 
right one." 

"If toe peace process is 
baited, all tbe Palestinians 
will unite in a huge effort to 
carry out attacks." 

"We are ready to try all the 
chances for peace, on condi- 
tion that we have security at 
toe end of tbe road." Mr. 
Rabin said. 

Turning to Palestinian 
efforts to set up a state of 
their own. he said: "At this 
stage, 1 am against a Palesti- 
nian state. 

"1 would like to have had 
two states, Isr^i and Jordan, 
with tbe Palestinians between 


them making up a separate 
entity but less than a state." 

Mr. Rabin did not role out 
the idea of a Palestinian state 
in Gaza and the self-rule en- 
clave of Jericho on the 
West Bank. "Theoretically, if 
that was enough to settle the 
Palestinian question, we 
could think ^ut it," he 
said. 

However, "there is no 
chance for this proposal to be 
accejMed by a Palestinian and 
certainly not by Yasser Ara- 
fot," the PLO chairman and 
bead of the self-rule author- 
ity, he acknovriedged. 

An army general warned 
Friday that Israel may have 
to revise security arrange- 
ments with the Palestinian 
self-rule authority if militant 
attacks continue. 

Mr. Arafat "does not re- 
flect the security accord" 
signed in May 1S194 as part of 
the deal launching sen-rule, 
said (jeneral Shaoul 
militaiy commander of south- 
ern Israel and the auton- 
omous Gaza Strip. 

"If he does not take mea- 
sures which satisfy Israel we 
must reexamine this accord," 
toe general told Haaretz. 

“Until he (Arafat) serious- 
ly disarms the Islamists, pur- 
sues wanted offenders and 
outalws terrorist groups, 
there will be no results on the 
ground," Gen. Mofaz said. 


political leaders are in jail. 

The meeting came as laael 
started a 10-day closure of 
toe territories to head oft any 
attacks during toe Jewish 
Passover holicuy. 

The draft declaration calls 
for toe release of all de- 
tainees held since toe attack, 
an end to toe crackdown and 
steps towards starting a dia- 
logue between Hamas and 
tlM sdf-rule autiiority. 

The communique c^ed on 
all sides to pull back from toe 
edge of open warfare in 
Gaza. 

The truce was supposed to 
end two weeks of tension in 
the Gaza Strip, fuelled by the 
mysterious b^bing death of 
a top Hamas guerrilla and 
suicide bombings that killed 
eight people near a Jewish 
settlements in Gaza last Sun- 
day. 

Attacks launched ftom or 
inside areas under Palestinian 
control have embarrassed 
Mr. Arafat and increased 
Israeli and U.S. pressure on 
him for a crackdown. 

Thirty Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad followers were released 
from jail Friday, leaving ab- 
out 140 in detention. There 
were no reports of new 
arrests. 

Islamic Jihad, meanwhile, 
threatened to retaliate if 
more people were detained 
or tri^ before Mr. Arafat's 


new military tribu nal . Last 
week, two Islamic Jihad fol- 
lowers were sentence by the 
secret court to 15 years and 
life in prison, respectively. 

"9ur fighters warn the au- 
thority against continuing its 
measures and affirm that they 
are prepared to respond,” 
said an Islamic Jihad le^et 
distributed Friday. 

Islamic Jihad published 
what it said were the names 
of toe three judges sitting on 
toe military tribunal. Seo^ty 
officials had kept the names 
secret, apparently so the 
judges would not become 
targets of revenge attacks. 

Palestinian police say at 
least 200 militants have been 
rounded up in the arrests 
following the two suicide 
bombings. 

They said about 150 of the 
detainees were members of 
the militaty wins of Hamas 
and Islamic JihadT but Hamas 
sources claimed toe figure 
was inflated. 

The meeting with Mr . Ara- 
fat was set up with the help of 
Hudar Abdul Shafi, former 
chief negotiator with Israel. 

“The deal basically is to 
^rt internal conflict,” Mr. 
Abdul Shafi said. "The im- 
Pprtmt thing is that both 
Froh and Hamas signed the 
d^, and Arafat has said he 
wU study it very carefully." 


Rabin ready to remove colonies 
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Confidence is buiiding up 
at Amman Financiai Market 


Py a Jordan Times Staff 
Rqiorter 

AMMAN — Prices slipped a 
little at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) and turnover 
remained largely steady last 
week amid signs that the 
stock exchange is regaining 
confidence after two months 
of stagnation* brokers said 
Friday. 

The weekly AFM report 
said trading for the week 
ending Thursday was JD 19.7 
million, down 9.6 per cent 
from the previous week's 
21.8 million. But the figure 
was more than double the 
average weekly trading post- 
ed in the first three months of 
the year, the brokers noted. 

The general share price in- 


dex based on 60 major com- 
panies closed for the week at 
145.9 points after shedding 
0.6 points or 0.4 per cent. 

The separate sectoral in- 
dices showed that services 
and industrial sector shares 
lost an average of 3.3 percent 
and 0.9 per cent respectively 
during the week, while com- 
mercial banks and insurance 
firms gained 0.2 per cent and 
0.4 per cent. 

Commercial banks 
accounted for 56.8 per cent of 
the weekly volume with a 
turnover of JD 11.2 million, 
followed by the services sec- 
tor with JD 4.7 million (23.9 
per cent), industrials with JD 
3.5 million (17.8 per cent) 
and insurance stock with JD 
300.000 (1.5 per cent), the 


AFM report said. , 

Shares of 8S companies 
were traded during the week, 
when 6.5 million shares 
changed hands under 6.270 
deals. Stocks of 29 of the 
firms closed the week with 
gains, while 40 lost and 19 
remained stable. 

Brokers said bulk transfers 
of shares among institatiotis 
were largely behind the high- 
er volume of business during 
the week. Over a million 
shares worth JD 5.8 million 
of the Jordan National Bank 
changed hands during the 
week, including a bulk deal 
involving 800.000 of the stocks 
between two institutions, 
they noted. 

They said investor interest 
remained close on the ser- 


vices sector for the second 
week running after Jordan 
and Israel signed an agree- 
ment on cooperation on tour- 
ism in early April. 

In general, the brokers 
said, moves by the govern- 
ment to prompt state agen- 
cies to intervene in the mar- 
ket to prop up the prices were 
working well. The general 
price index had dipped below 
the 140-point mark in late 
March but institutional 
buying pm stock prices back 
on track, they said. 

“The wheels are now mov- 
ing in the market after the 
institutional injection of 
funds made up for some of 
the money that disappeared 

(Continued on page 9) 


Japan rate cut, economic 
package fail to excite markets 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's cen- 
tral bank Friday cut its key 
lending rate to a historic low 
of one per cent in hopes of 
giving added force to the 
government's attempt to 
tackle the strong yen with a 
new package of economic 
measures. 

But the twin efforts failed 
to fire up either currency or 
share markets, and some eco- 
nomists said the dollar could 
challenge new global lows in 
the not-too-distant future. 

The Bank of Japan cut its 
discount rate by 0.75 percen- 
tage point to one per cent, 
effective Friday. 

The long-awaited move 
came just hours after the 
government approved a 
p^kage of emergency econo- 
mic measures to counter the 
yen’s rise of more than 20 per 
cent against the dollar this 
year — a surge whidi has 
threatened Japan's economic 
recovery and battered its fee- 
ble sto^ market. 

Many financial market 
players said they were dis- 


appointed with the package, 
in which the government 
pledged to try to cut Japan's 
huge current account surplus, 
speed up deregulation, boost 
imports, stimulate the eco- 
nomy and revitalise markets. 

But government bureauc- 
rats scuttled politicians' 
efforts to set a target for 
cutting the surplus, one step 
that market players said 
might have signalled Tokyo 
was serious about tackling 
root causes of the yen's rise. 

“It's just one enough." 
said Jeff Young, an analyst at 
Salomon Brothers Asia. “On 
the fiscal side there is nothing 
r^ly there and on the dereg- 
ulation side, nothing new." 

In a sign of the problems 
still to be addressed, the fi- 
nance ministry said later that 
Japan's trade surplus with the 
United States widened to 
$55.66 billion in fiscal 199^ 
95. which ended on March 
31. from $51.12 billion in 
1993m. 

Japan's total 1994/95 sur- 


plus. however, posted its first 
drop in four years, dipping 
3.2 per cent to $117.98 bil- 
lion. 

Some economists were en- 
'couraged by a government 
decision to clear the way for 
the issue of bonds that are 
not linked to a specific public 
worics project, a step ordinari- 
ly anathema to tight-fisted 
finance ministry officials. 

“There was a change in 
fiscal principle, that is the 
biggest factor (in the pack- 
a^," said Susumu Kato. 
chief economist at C.S. First 
Boston (Japan) Ltd. 

The package included a 
pledge to work for speedy 
passage of an extra budget, 
and to include in it steps to 
cope with the yen's rise as 
well as funding for rebuilding 
after the January eatthouake. 
But it did not specify the 
budget's size. 

The package plus rate cut 
foiled to cheer the Tokyo 
stock market, and the nikkei 
share average closed down 


390.90 points, or 2.38 per 
cent, at 16.047.89. 

Japanese government bond 
futures surged to end at a 
15-month high and cash bond 
prices rose after the discount 
rate cut triggered sharp falls 
in short-term money rates. 

The currency market, 
however, turned a cold shoul- 
der to the economic steps and 
the dollar was little changed 
in afternoon trade at around 
83.65 yen. Dealers were di- 
vided about prospects for the 
dollar, with some betting it 
may have touched bottom 
and others bracing for further 
falls. 

Contentious U.S. -Japan 
talks on trade in cars and car 
parts, in which Washington is 
threatening sanctions, could 
also weigh down the dollar. 
“The dollar will remain 
under pressure because the 
structural dollar surplus on 
global markets is still in 
place." said Industrial Bank 
of Japan senior manager 
Yasuhiko Macsunaga. 


Russia, Greece and Bulgaria 
to speed up oil pipeline plan 






VOULIAGMENI. Greece 
(R) — Russia, Greece and 
Bulgaria agreed Friday to 
^reed up construction of a 
$700 million pipeline to bring 
Russian crude oil from the 
Urals to the northern Greek 
port of Alexandroupolis. 

Tbe 300-kQomeue japeline 
from the Bulgarian Bla^ 
port of Buigas will help bring 
Russian crude closer to West- 
ern markets by av^ing load- 
ing at the Russian port of 
Novorosiisk and transiting 
through die Bosphorus. 

“We confirmed the inten- 


tions of the three govern- 
ments to speed up procures 
for the pii^line (mject." said 
Greek Foreign Minister 
Karolos Papoulias. "Very 
soon we wiD have a meeting 
of -ei^its from the three 
sides in Moscow and the sign- 
ing of a protocol agreement.'' 
he told reporters. 

He was faking after talks 
with Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev and 
Bulgai^ Foreign Minister 
Georgj Pirinski on the side- 
lines of a meeting of the 
1 1-member Black Sea Econo- 


mic Cooperation (BSEC) 

^up. 

The m'peline is expected to 
boost Greek shipping and the 
Bulgarian economy, and ease 
Russian concerns about 
tough new Turkish maritime 
rules for oil tankers passing 
throu^ the Bosphorus. 

The plan calls for the 
underground pipeline with a 
daily capacity of 6(X),0(X) bar- 
rels to be complete in 1997. 

It calls for marine facilities 
20 kilometres south of Burgas 
for unloading tankers and a 
tank fann with a capacity of 


3.8 million barrels. It also 
provides for a tank farm with 
a capacity of 7.5 million bar- 
rels near Alexandroupolis. 

The project is expected to 
be designed, constructed and 
operated by a new interna- 
tional company to be set up 
and TMistered in Luxem- 
bourg. Trans-Balkan Pipeline 
S.A. 

Among the companies in- 
volved are the Russian oil 
and gas supply company Gaz- 
prom, the Greek Latsis 
Group and Kopelouzos 
Group, and Prometheus Gas. 


Iraqi commodity imports rise via Aqaba 


AMMAN (R) — Iraq's state 
imports of ba^c commodities 
via Jordan’s Red Sea port of 
Aqaba rose sharply in the 
first quarter of 1993 from the 
same period last year, 
according to figure released 
Friday. 

l^e figures, obtained by 
Reuters from T. Gargour 
Shipping Agents, showed 
Iraq's state purchases 
of four basic commodities on 
chartered vessels rose 169 per 
cent from January to March 
to a total of 233,799 tonnes 
compared to 86,908 tonnes in 
the same period in 1994. 


A sharp rise in wheat im- 
ports. from 143,050 tonnes in 
the first quarter of 1995 from 
none in the same period 
1994, is behind the rise in 
total imports of vegetable oil, 
suMT. rice and wheat. 

Bagged rice imports rose to 
36,065 tonnes from 10,025 
tonnes in the same period last 
year. However, sugar purch- 
ases fell to 54,684 tonnes 
from 66,485 tonnes. No 
vegetable oil was imported 
against 10399 tonnes in first 
quarter 1994. 

Gargour said imports via 
containers in January and 


February 1995 stood at 3,927 
tonnes and 2,742 tonnes re- 
spectively compared with 
2,131 tonnes and 867 tonnes 
in the same period last year. 

Ilie rise reflects increased 
trade via private Jordanian 
traders, said Gargour which 
handled 32.56 per cent of 
Iraq’s total chartered tonnage 
via Aqaba last year. 

Traders say Iraq's state im- 
ports were severely curtailed 
in 1994 due to a worsening 
hard currency crisis as a re- 
sult of a U.N. trade embargo 
imposed after Baghdad’s in- 
vasion of Kuwait. 


Arab development aid tops $lb in ’94 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Arab League's five main 
financial institutions pro- 
vided more than $1 billion in 
aid to member states in 19^. 
bringing their total operations 
to around $26 billion, an offi- 
cial report said Friday. 

Around $660 million were 
extended by the Kuwaiti- 
based Arab Fund for Econo- 
mic and Social Development 
(AFESD) while $255 million 
were provided by the Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) in 
Abu Dhabi, according to the 
official Emirates news agency 
WAM, which quoted annu^ 
reports by those fonds. 

AFESD loans and technic- 
al assistance benefitted 
Egypt. Syria and seven other 
Arab nations and covered 
communication, energy, elec- 


tridty, water, roads, sewage, 
industry, mining, agricuinire 
and rural development. 

The AMF gave four loans 
to Algeria and three other 
members in 1994 to finance 
economic reforms and tackle 
balance of payments deficits. 

Around $75 million were 
provided by the Khartoum- 
based Arab Bank for Econo- 
mic Development in Africa 
and S24 million by the Arab 
Authority for Agricultural 
Investment and Develop- 
ment. also based in the 
Sudanese capital. 

The remaining institution, 
the Kuwaiti-based Arab Cor- 
poration for Investment 
Guarantee extended credits 
worth around $30 million to 
finance exports and guaran- 


tee investment in 13 Arab 
countries. 

The total aid provided by 
the five funds reached nearly 
$26 billion and their capital 
exceeded $10 billion, accord- 
ing to the annual reports, 
which were approved by the 
Arab finance ministers in 
Muscat this week. 

The five institutions were 
created in early 1970s to fi- 
nance development in the 
Arab League's 22 members 
through extending soft loans 
and technical assistance. 
Most members are subscri- 
bers to their capital but the 
bulk of the contributions 
came from Gulf states and 
other Arab oil producers. 

Another institution, the 
Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Trade Hnandng Programme 


(ATFP). was established four 
years ago as an offshoot of 
the AMF, 

Its activities include financ- 
ing flagging trade among 
member states and it has 
been involved in setting up an 
advanced data network to 
distribute information to 
Arab producers on regional 
markets. The fund has a 
capital of S5(X) million and its 
credits have reached nearly 
S394 million. 

The annual reports did not 
include assistance extended 
by governments in oil-rich 
members or funds owned by 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. UAE 
and Iraq. Official figures 
showed such combined aid 
.have totalled around $100 
Uilkm. 


China tackles software piracy at state agencies 


BEUING (R) — China Fri- 
day began a drive to purge 
state agencies of illegally 
copied software, tackling an 
embarrassing problem that 
U.S. publishers allege costs 
them millions of dollars in 
lost sales. 

In a carrot-and-snek cam- 
paign. the government has 
begun allocating more money 
for software while Che State 
(copyright Administration 
vowed to prosecute anyone 
who makes illegal software 
copies — whether in the pri- 
vate or state sector. 

"If we find a case with 
enouj^h evidencery^nether 
the violation was done by a 
government office, a state- 
run enterprise or the private 
seaor. the person will be 
punished to the full extent of 
the law." copyright official 
Wang Hoapeng was quoted 
by lUnhua news agency as 
saying. 

The copyright administra- 
tion issued an edict Friday 
urging all computer users to 
buy their software instead of 
copying it. the state-run news 
agency said. 

It also suggested computer 
users buy their software from 
reputable companies to avoid 
purchasing illegal copies in- 
advertently from high-quality 
counterfeiters. 

The copyright agency 
Thursday announced plans 
for a nationwide crackdown 


on bootleg software, espe- 
cially that manufactured for 
sale by pirate companies. 

State Councillor Li 
Tieying. addressing a nation- 
al anti-piracy' meeting, said 
the war on counterfeiters had 
seen some successes but that 
a protracted struggle was 
neraed. 

"Intellectual property pro- 
tection is a long and compli- 
cated task that is arduous and 
urgent," Mr. Li said. 

The United States and Chi- 
na signed a major accord in 
March mandating tough en- 
forcement s^inst intellectual 
property piracy in China, 
particularly illegal music 
cordings and movies bn com- 
pact and laser disc and coun- 
terfeit software. 

The resulting enforcement 
has begun to take effect. 

Pirate music CDs have 
dried up in many street mar- 
kets. although discs called 
CD-roms crammed with up- 
to-the-minute U.S. software 
titles worth thousands of dol- 
lars still are sold discreetly in 
many bustling technology 
bazaars. 

The Business Software 
Alliance, an anti-piracy con- 
sortium of major U.S. mak- 
ers, has alleged that despite 
the risks some government 
agencies and state enterprises 
rely heavily on illegal copied 
software. 

In one well-documented 


case, a major state-run steel 
mill ground to a halt for 
several days at a cost of mil- 
lions of dollars after bootleg 
software used to run it 
crashed. 

The edict against software 
copying and allocation of 
what ^nhua called “large 
sums" of state money to 


assure agencies they can 
afford software should pla- 
cate critics who say some 
computer departments scoff 
at spending money on soft- 
ware. 

It could also invigorate 
China's own software indus- 
try. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



never get depressed. That's because 
I lose weight when I get depressed 
and that makes me very happy!” 


Unsoambte these touf Jumbles, 
one teller to ea^ square, to form 
fouroitlinaiy words. 
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THAT SCRAMBL£D WORD GAME 

e by Htnri Arnold «nd MJke ArgMen 


Almost doubled 
our money 
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investment club 

CEUEBRATEP. 

Now arrartge the aided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon. 


Vesterday's | 


Jumbles: VILLA 
Answer 


DOGMA 


(Answers tomonow) 
SUPERB THRIVE 


What me girls learned et charm school — 
MS. BEHAVIOR 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATCJRDAY APRIL 15, I99S 

By Thomas $. Piersem. AstnAjger. Canoff FBghter Foimdsdkjn 

‘“.nt? 

ARIES: (March 21 n> April 19) Owtact those friends who show 
originali^ and gain much from themj-Make tonight a happy one at 
home with your loved ones. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to Nfoy 20) Enthusiasm for your chosen career 
can make it more efficient today and you gain greater benefits from 
it. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Study into current trends Mndti can 
help yiM to achieve a gnNUer success today. Become more 
c^paD-niiDded to enrrent events. 

MO(M CBIUttEN: (Jnne 22 to July 21) Find better methods 
tbrongb which you can improve yonrbusiiiess a&iis today, nch as 
compoter and the like. 

LEO: (Ju^ 22 to Ai^nst 21) It would be weD to confer with kmter 
conservative persons which could prove to be both ntirf^w^ing 
and profitable. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to September 22) Find the mechamsois vriiiA 
can make your tasks lighter and also save you hours of in the 
process tomfy. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is ideal today and 
tonight to get into new lands of enteitainmeot Miidi may please you 
very nnicfa and be quite profitable. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Sometinug rasher serious 
may htqtpeo at home today, but take h in your stride, rince 
ooDditioDS there will improve. 

SAGrri'AIUUS: (November 22 to December 21) This is a good day 
to communicate weD witii others and get the right results, 
new contacts of worth even if it takes effort. 


(Decemtw 22 to January 2B) Study into more 
re best for im p rovin g your 


CAPRICORN: 

np-tCKiate systems and ideas which are 
pr operty and holdings. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fdrruary 19) Yon have fine talents and 
can put them across admunUy to odim today. Then tonight be with 
persons who are lots of fun. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) If you do any ^ 

can be of modeni ways so that you cau get out of thu oM^ 
fUL 

Birdistoae of April: Diamoad — Amethyst 


THE Daily Crossword byM«tvinKenwofthy 


ACROSS 
1 Thame 
SMoraceaneby 
11 GovLgp. 

U Wbf sK p 
ISDegnSe 

16 Small amount 

17 Honey badoer 
IflK 

20 Involve 

22 Concfejctcir 
Geoig 

23 TempiB, old 
stvifi 

25 Aciorarfan 

aSHoimoek 

29Can.pim. 

30 Fens 
32*— 01 Two 
enter 

34 immsdlalely 
eHarMa 
39 *Wsllzlno— ’ 

42 Tree vrilh edUe 
benies 

43 ProQcess 

45 Sla^ diiBCinn 

46 Fedifenier 
49 Cereal gram 
90 Movie dog 
54GI0VW 

55 Times of day' 
abbr. 

56 Smart 
58*nie — Oamr 
ftOLAeni 

S3 N.Y. county 

66 Hoise addlion 

67 French river 
66 Did a cobbler^ 

lob 

60 Bom 

70 Brought imder 
conirol 

71 Moutttainehain 

DOWN 

1 Savor 

2 Harem mom 
SMonmeh 

4 Peace goddesa 
SPreWsMtictoot 

6 Fencing sword 

7 Daeiroy 
BCudgei 

9 — nSe(uaualiy) 
1Q Hardy heroine 
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Sr 
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11 Revenuer's find 

12 Fry 
13BMnd 
19— dbanl 
21 Anas Mere 
23FiolhB 

24 ConduOer . 
Dorati 

26 Wtstmore aci-A 
Rim 

ZTWilaotZeis 

30 Makes a score 
in pinochle 

31 HoSday least 
33 Cover 

35 Deootabve'vass 
36'Rewardat 

raanxMv's end? 
37 — aUma 

36 Phooeyl 

40 Pldmodcais 

41 DUoldctyto 
44 Ro tav am 
47 Called 

46 Corrode 
SOOsker? 

51 MMystur 
piece 



52 Deserfptiwe 59*— boyT 

heedng 61 AndaMBianawa 

53 Sue — langdon 62 DocMie 

55 Chatged pamde 64— wMzl 
S7 Iw m 4 65 Comreerdafi 


Its purchases of Domoiod- 
ities on chartered vessels via 
Jordan’s Red Sea port of 
Aqaba fell by 75 per cent in 
19^ to 313,111 tonnes' 
1,265,281 tonnes in 19S^. 

There is also some unspeci- 
fied tonnage in reexports to 
Iraq, mostly container goods 
imported by Jordanian trad- 
ers to the Aqaba free zone 
area that are sold to private 
Iraqi traders. 

Sales of basic commodities 
to Iraq, while not banned, 
require a special licence from 
the U.N. sanctions commit- 
tee. 
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Kofr erupts 
over new 
produce 
stores 


■fr* MUNICIPALITY of 
Greater Amman (MoGA) 
Kbyor Mamdouh Abbadi is 
detennined not to back down 
in the face of opposition from 
middlemen and traders of 
a^ilmltiire products who re- 
fose to move to the new 
central vegetable market in 
Juweideh, behind ^ grain 
silos ..Dr. Abbadi said the 
MoGA offered the middle- 
men a 50 per cent discount of 
the keymoney bids, if 
accepted, for the new stores 
but the traders and the mid- 
dlemen warn the stores free 
of diarge as compensation 
for leaving the stores at the 
carrent market in \l^dat. 
They also want the rent to 
remain unchanged. Dr. 
Abbadi counters that it is 
Dlo^cal to provide the trad- 
ers with stores more than 
four times as large as their 
current ones at no cost. Cur- 
rent stores are 40 square 
metres whereas the new ones 
are 180 square metres. *They 
have their stand and we have 
ours, and we shall remain 
firm on this subject," Dr. 
Abbadi said, adding that the 
traders and middlemen re- 
fuse to move to the new 
nmrket because they want to 
continue monopolising the 
business and prevent others 
from competing with them. 
“By standing firm we shall 
break this monopoly,” the 
mayor stressed. However, 
only 25 bids for iht new 
stores were submitted by the 
deadline fixed by MoOA and 
only 16 were ' found to>&be’ 
le^ and in order. Somi^W 
middlemen and traders who 
won stores at the current 
market refused to bid. The 
MoOA was offering 124 
stores for open bidding. The 
new market, whidh cost JD 
10 million to build and which 
has a capacity of 220 stores, 
will meet the needs of Am- 
man untfl the year 20^ (A1 
Dostour). 


THE COST of a tele- 
phone call between two cellu- 
lar phones has been fixed at 
18S fils per minute while the 
cost from a portable cellular 
phone to an ordinary phone 
or vice versa has been fixed at 
245 fDs per minute. Accord- 
ing to a top official at the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) the charges 
will be reviewed after one 
year. The official pointed out 
that the foes and the charges 
had been foed at the highest 
range for one year according 
to die ameement si^ed be- 
tween & corporation and 
Fastlink, the company li- 
cenced to operate the port- 
able cellular network. T^C 
Director-General Walid 
Dweik says these charges are 
acceptable, noting that sub- 
scribers to this service should 
be capable of payment (A1 


** THE ARAB Potash 
Ompany gjenerated JD 24.4 
million in net profits last 
year, 10.4 per cent higher 
1993. The company produced 
1|0S5,2S9 tonnes of 



1|0S5,2S9 tonnes of jx>tash, 
13 per cent over 19^, and 
sold 1,516,652 tonnes, 2.7 per 
0^ in 1993. The Arab 
Potash Company has 
a^'arded an industrial and 
• table salt project to an Italian 
ooDSordum at a cost of $20 
million and it is expected that 
^ production would begin 
in April 19%. The Salt plants 
will have a capacity to pro- 
^ce 1.2 million tonnes of 
table salt. (A! Ra'i). 




"irtr AL NISR A1 Arab! In- 
surance Company collected a 
total of JD 2.27 million . in 
premiums last year, five per 
cent higher than the amount 
earned in 1993. The company 
Fwd claims of JD 1.97 mil- 
lion. The annual report 
shows that the company's in- 
vestments totalled JD 4.2 
million last year compared to 
jib 3.22 million at the end of 
1993. Reserves reached JD 
3.33 million, six per cent 
above the figure of 1993. The 
board of directors is recom- 
mending to the general 
assembly the distribution, of 
JD 200,000 in dividends at a 
nte of 20 per cent (A1 
Aswaq). 


Confidence 
is building 
up at 
Amman 
Financial 
Market 


(CoHttatted from page 8) 

from the floor to commerrial 
bank deposits," said a brok- 
er, who, understanding mar- 
ket guidelines, cannot be 
identified. 

“Not all the money has 
come back to the market, but 
there are good signs that 
things are moving in the right 
direction," added the broker. 

At the same time, many 
investors have become more 
selective and are “concen- 
trating on certain companies 
in the market, particularly 
commercial banks which can 
raise capital without turning 
to AFM funds," said the 
broker. 

All Jordanian commercial 
banks are under a Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJJ direc- 
tive fo raise their capit^ to 
JD 20 million before the end 
of 1996. 

While some banks may 
have opt for mergers or to 
turn to the market for the 
extra funds, many others 
have enough reserves for 
capitalisation without taxing 
the liquidity available at the 
stock exchange. 

CBJ Governor Moham- 
mad Nabulsi said last week 
that the central bank had no 
objections to banks capitalis- 
ing their reserves to meet the 
capital requirement. 

The governor also said loc- 
al banks were also free to 
enter partnerships with fore- 
ign banks to raise their 
capital. 

In any case.' he said, “we 
will not be insensitive to the 
needs of the market... we will 
not push all the banks into 
the market at the same 
time." 


HAAJKSX 
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COMPANY'S NAME 

TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 

PREV. 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

OPENING 

PRICE 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

ARAB BANK Pie 

628.495 

196.000 

196.000 

191 

.750 

JCNUMN RATIONAL BANK 

5/878/111 

4.640 

4.840 


.890 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NRH 

892,936 

4.530 

4.530 


.750 

rank OP JORDAN 

3/970 

3.400 

3.400 


.550 

MIDDLE EAST INVBSHHEMT BANK. 

122,901 

1.450 

1.450 


.800 

INDUSTRIAL DEVSLOPKEirr BAHK 

54,445 

2.680 

2.680 


.780 

rue HOOSlNG bank 

1,7S3;472 

8.270 

8.270 


.580 

JORDAN KUKAXT BANK 

31,132 

2.920 

2.920 


.920 

JORDAN eaie bank 

142/482 

1.450 

1.450 


.370' 

.UtAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

44/860 

3.380 

3.380 


.500 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

188/822 

3.920 

3.920 


.820 

tWlOM BANK FOR SAVING 8 INVESTMENT 

10/497 

4.SOO 

- 4.800 


.800 

BUSINESS BANK 

43,838 

3.5BD 

3.580 


.520 

JORDAN INVESTMENT A FINANCE BANK 

50,031 

3.720 

3.720 


;970 

B&IX ELHAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FDR BOUSING 

lS/470 

3.150 

3.150 

3 

.100 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

522,592 

1.250 

1.250 


.230 

ARAB BANKING CORPORAXZOH/JORDAN 

2/058 

. 4.100 

4.100 


.000 

PRILADBLPBZA INVESOfENT BANK. 

824/917 

1.530 

1.530 


.770 


BANKS SECTOR 


1120S828 

CI1AH6B 


INDEX HUMBER: 188.30 
I +O.R1X 


JORDAN XNSORANCE 

3,250 

3.200 

3.200 

3.250 

UNITED XNSDRAMCB 

5,56$ 

2.850 

2.650 

2.850 

ARASIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

925 

1.850 

1.850 

1.850 

3BNERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 

10,440 

3.800 

3.800 

3.800 

JORDAN FRENCa ZMSURANCE 

247,480 

2.730 

2.730 

2.790 

BOUT LAND XUSURAPCB 

4,391 

2. 600 

2.600 

2.800 

ARAB LIFE S ACCIDENT xkSURANCE 

5/200 

2.800 

2.600 

2.800 

EKE NATIONAL ARLXA INSURANCE 

28,842 

3.150 

3. ISO 

3.100 

DELTA INSURANCE 

1/200 

2.320 

2.320 

2.400 

AL-HISR AL-ARABI INSURANCE 

7,420 

4.750 

4.750 

4.800 


JORDAN PROSPKATB MINES 

4,885 

3 

.610 

2.610 

2. 

.550 

THE ARAB POXASR/NEN 

8,80$ 

4 

.650 

4.650 

4. 

,850 

JORDAN PBTROLBDM RETINARY 

32/305 

9 

.430 

9.430 

9. 

.380 

JORDAN XANNZHG 

3,965 

7 

.550 

7.550 

7. 

.930 

ms INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL « AGRZCOLXtniAL 

33/585 

3 

.700 

3.700 

3. 

.600 

IHE JORDAN ffORSXBD MILLS 

186,758 

8 

.580 

8.580 

8. 

.200 

ARAB PHARHACEOTICAL MANUFACTURING 

371,442 

4 

.090 

4.090 

4. 

C20 

JORDAN DAIRY 

18,495 

? 

.400 

2.400 

2. 

.460 

TBS JORDAN PIPES HAHDFACTURZMG 

14,888 

2 

.700 

2.700 

2. 

700 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

3,148 

2 

.850 

2.850 

4 ■ 

350 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

7,138 

14 

.830 

14.830 

14. 

0f>0 

SPINNING A HEAVING 

27,895 

2 

.600 

2.600 

S. 

.670 

RAFXA INDUSTRIES 

3,871 

2 

.510 

2.510 

2. 

.480 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT C ZNVBSXHENX 

52,542 

7 

.950 

7.950 

7. 

.950 

ARAB INVESTMENT S INERNATXORAL TRADE 

337,430 

0 

.950 

0.950 

0, 

930 

ARAB ALOHXNZDM INDU53KY 

78,490 

7 

.150 

7.150 

7, 

.250 

LIVESTOCK 8 POULTRY 

88,516 

0 

.690 

0.690 

0. 

670 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTUIG 8 TRADING 

559,475 

1 

.550 

1.550 

1. 

570 

NATIONAL STEEL ZNOUSTRY 

35,017 

3 

.350 

3.350 

3. 

.100 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEHZCAL INDUSTRIES 

100,788 

2 

.430 

2.430 

2. 

.530 

JORDAN ROCKHOOL INDUSTRIES 

97,381 

1 

.200 

1.200 

1. 

190 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

169,353 

4 

.200 

4.200 

4. 

200 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

187,050 

4 

.460 

4.460 

4. 

.350 

JORDAN INDOSTRIES £ MAXCH/JXMCO 

2,817 

D 

.700 

0.700 

0. 

870 

MAXXONAL CABLE & HIRE HANDFACZURXNG 

25,070 

4 

.700 

4.700 

4. 

700 

JMtDAH SOLPSO^-CHEHZCALS 

27/184 

1 

.810 

1.810 

1. 

.610 

ARAB CENTER FOR PRARM. 8 CNEMICALS 

21,062 

2 

.340 

2.240 

2. 

.280 

KANTHER INVESTMENT 

79 

1 

.580 

1.580 

1. 

.580 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDOSTRlkS 

30/682 

3 

.500 

3.500 

3. 

.460 

JORDAN ZNDOSTRXAL RESOURCES CO. 

39/775 

2 

.070 

2.070 

1. 

.990 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


2799439 

CBANGE 


INDEX NUMBER: 120.87 
: -0.87U 


GRAND TOTAL 


18093700 INDEX NUMBER: 14S.85 


INSURANCE SECTOR 


314713 

CHANGE 


INDEX NUMBER: 138.21 
t -t>0.3SK 
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JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

72,791 

1. 

.860 

1.860 

1. 

.850 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

175,453 

1. 

.580 

1.580 

1. 

.550 

JORDAN HOTEL 8 TOURISM 

1,437,998 

7. 

.300 

7.300 

7. 

200 

CRBZD DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

951 

0. 

.940 

0.940 

1. 

040 

VSBICLBS OWNERS FEDERATION 

57,209 

8. 

.850 

8.850 

8.. 

800 

ARAB IRTBRKATXONAL HOTELS 

349,350 

7. 

.760 

7.760 

7, 

ISO 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /HEW 

142,127 

7 

.470 

7.470 

7. 

.000 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

55,729 

3. 

.010 

3.010 

2. 

960 

SATZONAL PORTTOLIO SECORXTIKS 

28,401 

2 

.300 

2.300 

2. 

.280 

REAL SS331XE INVBSIHENZ 

114,604 

1. 

'7 

1.340 

1. 

.100 

JORDAN IRTBRNAXIORAL TRADING CENTER 

1,850 

1. 

.060 

1.060 

i: 

.010 

MACHXHART EQUIP. RENTING 6 MAINTENANCE 

5,478 

0, 

.690 

0.690 

0. 

880 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

8,721 

10. 

.400 

10.400 

10. 

250 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST S COMMODORE HOTELS 

1/235/979 

2. 

.700 

2.700 

2. 

.730 

ABABONTER. FOR INVESTMENT £ EDUCATION 

57/839 

3. 

.350 

3.350 

. 3- 

.350 

JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 

30/241 

1. 

.310 

1.310 

• 1. 

.250 


COMPANY'S NAME 


TRADING 

VOLUME 

JD 


PRW. OPENING CIO. 
CLOSING <-.',rrp PRic 
PRICE. 



STORAGE 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


3772719 

CHANGE 


INDEX NUMBER: 140.98 
i -3.25Z 


ARAB CONTRACTORS 
CENTRAL GENERAL TRADING 4 
JORDAN TRADE PACXLITXBS 
SARKA PRIVATE DNIVERSXTE 
UNIFIED CO. FOR ORGANISING LAND TRANS. 
ARAB rXN XHV:cO 
ARAB POOD S MEDICAL APPLIANCES 
NATXOKAL CRLORXNB IROUSTRXES CO.LXD 
RATIOKAL ■ggWTTJ s PXASTXCS XKD. CO 
30RDMI NEK CABLE COISAIK 
EL-SAT READY NEAR HANUFACTDRXNC CO. 
XMTERIIAXZOHAL TOBACCO S CIGARETTES 
UNIVERSAL METALS 

UNION CBBKZCAL 8 VE6ATXABLB OIL INDUSTRX 

KNUIAN STEEL 

ARAB ELBCSUC IN D US TRIES 


ATZAHQEEP CONST. . MATERIAL MANUFACTURZHG 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 


1/849 

351/851 


1.190 

3.070 


1.190 

3.070 


1.120 

3.080 


OAAND TOTAL 


5,000 

1.000 

1.000 

l.OOO 

14,423 

0.900 

0.900 

0.910 

32,275 

0.770 

0.770 

0.770 

20,079 

1.490 

1.490 

1.390 

72,312 

2.210 

2.210 

2.240 

784,492 

1.130 

1.130 

1.130 

15,288 

1.020 

1.020 

1.020 

272,874 

1.810 

1.810 

1.8S0 

7,098 

1.120 

1.120 

1.080 

8/529 

1.660 

1.660 

1.730 

46,851 

2.280 

2.280 

2.260 

309,043 

1.570 

1.570 

1.580 

38,323 

1.530 

1.530 

1.850 

3,444 

2.450 

2.4S0 

2.500 

24,205 

0.990 

0.990 

0.990 

1,850 

0.930 

0.93Q 

0.910 

1636081 


Turkey, Azerbaijan 
sign oii deai 


BAKU (R) — TurWih PHifae 
NGnister Tamu Ciller and 
Azeri President Haydar 
Aliyev have signed a deal 


riving Turkey frw per cent of 
Baku's share in an ji 


interna- 
tional oil consortium. 

Oil sources in Baku said 
tile state-run Turkisb Pet- 
rolenm Corporation (TPAO) 
was expected to pay Azerbai- 
jan more than $70 million for 
the stake. 

The deal, which will raise 
TPAO*s stake to 6.75 per 


cent iq the consortinni/ is 
subject to ^iproval of other 
members. 

As Turkey si^ied its deal, 
Tran protested again . at 
Baku's decision to cancel 
Tehran’s stake in the $7.4 


billion prof^. 

Mehdi Hosseini, a senior 


Iranian oil ministry official, 
said Iran would refi^ to 
transport the 100,000 barrel 
per day initial ont|>ut of die 
oilfiei(te if Baku cancelled 
Tehran's share. 


Jordan, TbiMS 

in m ninriTlnn wMi 

Cairo Amman Bank 

IT T.'nr~- 1« InwniMlanal Martwcf 


Financial 

Marfcdts 


Cflimcy 

New VoAt 
CtMA 
^IS/4/9S 

Toftjfo 

13/4/95 

SlcrCfli; 

1.3925 

>.5943«* 

Dwtscfie MvR 

1.40}0 

. 7. 3933 

S«4a I>aac 

7. 1551 

i.I553*« 

French Flnae 

5.1745 

4.I775-* 

lapmtc VMk 

55.73 

13.53- 

Europon Camay Unll 

}.stss 

1.3r53*» 


USD hr WTC 


13/4/1995 


CurrOKy 

i-m™ 

3 MTRS 

6 ATTHS 

12 MTHS 

UiS. Dollar 

5.17 

4.00 

4.12 

4.15 

SKriina Poaod 

S.09 

4.31 

4.41 

7.71 

Deotsebe Mark 

4.37 

.jL,S7^ 

4-5(L 

-4.17 

Swfs f noc 

5.73 

3.11 

5.25 

3.43 

Freodl Fnoc 

7’. 37 

7.71 

4.37 

4.42 

Joptnega Yen 

l-SS- 


7.43 

1.43 

EorapcMi Cmoaq^' (Mt 

i.06 

4.72 

4.31 

4.54 


lilt j- h tat ni» br miw UA 

Cwml BMdc nf i o ff dn BMhMfM 


73/4/1993 


CwTocy 

BU 

Offer 

U.S. DoBN- 

0.4340 

0.4110 

Slerlina Pouari 

7.0957 

7.0992 

Deutsebe Mark 

0.4902 

0.4927 

Swie Fraoc 

0.5449 

0.5979 

Frcndi Fiuc 

0.1407 

0.1476 

j9Pff«a Vea* 

0.3247 

0.32I3 

ona MUtf 

0.1573 

0.4400 

S<acddi iCram 


••*«» 

lUBaa Li/»" 

0.0599 

0.040: 

fldehw Pnae 



- fW 



CNffmcia* 

73/4/7995 

Currtnqr 

BU 

Offer 

Babraiiit Div 

7.3030 

- 7.3200 

lifcoiiLK lira* 

0.0414Si'< 

0.042455 

Snrf Rtyal 

0./I24 

0.7333- 

IhwM Dinv 

2.5150 

2.3400 

QMiEval 

_ H.7375 

0.7392 

Egpd»p 

0.1900 

0.2030 

Onol Rual 

7.7750 

7. 7900 

UaE DlrtaM 

0.7340 

0.7330 

Creek Dractan* 

0.2545 

0.5250 

CVprioi PoMd 

7 - 





TOR OHVESTl HE IfT 

» Busmra cimces 

S- SHOPS FCMl SALE 

In Wadi Saqra 
100 sq.m. — 400 sq.m. 
Central heating and air- 
condition. 


F6r more details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 610605/810609 
/010S20, Fax; 010520 


A SECURE 

Hotel I 

SwdUlyeh 




0 


:O.TEL 
-SECURmr 
^HOSPfTAUTY 
GASTRONOMY , 


All Suites. Hotel 

F L AT .O. TEL 
A A 

eeae^^ - ai eeeo 




Cafe' 

Hamburgeis+ Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAIG 


Plofenional Qnali^ in 
I Hour Senrice 



i Restaurant 


Develop your colour film ai 
our shop and geU- 


• svmmo jFReC# 

JOK topar 


« Pfee mmimwMi 
JO jr JO OB 


gMlt- Phone: 
Swefieh tel; 823891 



DOLLAR 


RBNTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisani 
TeL 693399 


REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You 'v Sean The 
Rest Now Tff The 

Best 

Widest Selection IVIost 
Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

PULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORQANBATION 


Tel. 681113 - 688816 


RENTA 



CAR 

ATAREUABLEPRKE 


tel : 819676 
ABDOUN 




nOHIWANMIlJENi. 
BHIMBSi KESMBIUmT 


IWtoaMnqri*' 


atmt AtAiwb Sbmt 
tto (MM OmniicM CM* 


TaL: 001174 








CBRBW: 


MING-SHING 
Chineoe Restaurant 


The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. . 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baybma 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p,nL 
BOO - 1100 pjn. 

• ToUOOim 


jon'ssaon 




Ebglhh 

SpeEkiogl 

Staff 



Dtii^leari 


"Fhwer f-resh'iicl^niig^ 
fbrlipmes.andhu^sses 



Wl 

CAB^.'CL£ANING 
I^URNnl/RE CLEANING. 


TEL 836692 



H^^Uaunuitdc^lTapaS' 

Open T)ail^' 
from 

12(v.m. - 12p.m 

JebdeAmnua^ Snidrek' 

TeL 61 50 61 , 



Cuisine It^o-Med 

im wemD 




£^.ClaJmsf — 


JD mJOO (+ +) tei: 


^ViLLA> 

D’ANGELO 


FOR RENT 


■ FOffYOUR ^ 
In 


If IVc Don't Hnve It 
We Win Make ll 


AUTHENTIC 
I ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 636212 

Air-eouditioned Loooge 


Deluxe .VEas. 

taAtunan. 


Jordan 

Tfmos 


SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

ToL 864230 
Fub 864231 







Quality Furnished Suites 


j One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 



aSi^ 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY; APRIL 15, 1995 


Countdown begins for. Jordan International Rally 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The count- 
down has already begun for 
one of the Kingdom's most 
prestigious sporting events 
— the Jordan International 
Rally — which this season 
marks its 13tfa year and is 
expected to witness some 
fundamental changes in its 
format. 

At a press conference 
Thursday held at rally head- 
quarters, the Forte Grand 
Hotel, rally organisers the 
Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan (RACJ) announced 
the event would this year be 
held Thursday the 18th and 
Friday the 19th of May with 
a varied group of entries 
from around the world. 

The Jordan International 
Rally forms the second of 
the seven-round 1995 Mid- 
dle East Rally Cham- 
pionship, one of four world 
regional championships 
held annually and sanc- 
tioned by FLA, the Interna- 
tional Motor Sports Federa- 
tion. 

Khalifa 'Al Muteiwi, who 
finished second in the *94 
Jordan Rally behind 
Mohammad Bin Sulayem, 
won the first event of die 
season when he clinch^ 
.the UAE rally title in bis 


Toyota Celica. The five 
other events after the Jor- 
dan Rally are: 

~ Rally du Liban, July 7-9 

— Qatar International Ral- 
ly. Sept. 14-15 

— Kuwait International 
Rally, Oct. 5^ 

— Oman International Ral- 
ly, Nov. 2-3 

— Dubai International Ral- 
ly, Nov. 30-Dec. 1 

The tw^ay Jordan In- 
ternational R^y.will cover 
868 kilometres with a total 
326 kilometres of special 
stages. The most notable 
change in the event this 
year is the cancellation of 
the asphalt stages which 
were usually run on the first 
day in the scenic northern 
part of the Kingdom. 

While foreign and local 
competitors alike favoured 
the asphalt stages as they 
provid^ a distinct charac- 
teristic of the Jordan Rally, 
the organisers explained 
that due to considerable 
problems in the last two 
years in some villages 
around Jerash and Ajloun 
where some fans disrupt 
some stages by thro^ng 
rocks at cars or rally mar- 
shals. the 1995 Jordan Rally 
will have a new route for 
the first day which avoi^ 
all areas of population and 
agricultural development. 


Jordan Rally record 


1981 Mkhd Saleh/LdMOon 

1982 Mkbd Sdeh/Lebanon 

1983 Saecd Al Baflri/Qalar 

1984 Moh*d Bln Sulaycm/UAE 

1985 Saeed Al H^friAI^atar 

1986 Sneed Al Hajiri/Qatar 

1987 MMi'd Bin Sala^m/UAE 

1988 Moh’d Bin SahfeniAJAE 
1990 Mofa'd Bin Salaycm/UAE 

1992 Abbas Mosawi/Qatar 

1993 Sbdkfa Hamad Al Tbani/QatarMhsuladii VB4 

1994 Moh*d Bin SnlaycmAIAE Ford Escort KS Coswortfa 


Toyota Celica GT 
Toyota Cdka GT 
Opd Manta 400 
Toyota Cefiea Turbo 
Porsche 911 SCBS 
Porsche 911 SCRS 
Toyota CcUca Twtoeani Tttrbo 
Toyota Cdka TwtacMB Turbo 
Toyota CeBea GT4 
Toyota Cdka GT4 


WOMEN'S FASHION 

miLORS WANTED 


MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE IN HIGH 
QUALITY FASHION TAILORING. 
MUST KNOW PATTERN MAKING, 
MUST HAVE EXCELLENT FINISHING 

CALL. 861225 






APARTMENT OR SEMI VILLA 
IrOR RENT 


Can be rented furnished or unfurnished, consisting of 
three bedrooms, three bathrooms, saion, dining, equip- 


S 3d kitchen, garage, gaden, independent central hating, 
istii 


listinguished location in Jubeiha, near the Royal Scien- 
tific Society. 

Please call Tel. 830833 


EMBAJADA DE ESPANA EN AMMAN 
(SECCION CONSULAR) 

ANUNCIO 


A LA COLONIA ESPANOLA RESIDENTE 
EN JORDANU 


SOBRE LAS 
PALES 


ELECCIONES MUNICI- 
Y AUTONOMICAS 


1 . Podr^n inscribirse en el Censo Electoral todos los 
esparioles mayores de 17 afios, residentes en 
Jordania. 

2. Las listas estdn expuestas en esta Cancillerfa por 
si cualquiera de ios irtscritos quisiera hacer algOn 
tipo de reclamacidn sobre errores en ia inscrip- 
cl6n. 

3. Las hojas de inscripcibn en el Censo pueden 
recogerse en la Cancillerfa de la Embajada de 
Esparia en Ammbn todos los dlas excepto 
Viernes. 

4. La inscripcibn en el Censo es necesaria para 
poder ejercer el derecho al voto en cualquier 
eleccibn que se celebre en Esparia. 

5. Los sobres conteniendo los votos para las elec- 
clones autonbmicas que se celebrardn en Espa- 
ria el dia 28.5.95 podran ser entregados en la 
Embajada no mSs tarde del dia 21.5.95, si bien 
sigue existiendo la posibilidad de emitir su voto 
por correo como haste ahora. En todo caso, si ya 
estbn inscritos en el censo, recibirdn sus 
papeletas por correo. 

6. En lo que se refiere a las Elecciones Municipales, 
la nueva normativa exige que los electores 
soliciten por carta a la Junta Electoral Provincial 

de SU ultima residencia, las papeletas de voto 
para que ies sean remitidas por correo y poder, 
asi, ejercer su derecho al voto. que en todo caso 
debera efectuarse por correo. 


7. Para cualquier consulta rogamos se pon- 
gan en contacto con la Embajada de 


ispana en los teldfone: 614166 al 614170. 



Five- time and 1994 Jordaa Rally titiebolder Mohammad Bin Sulayem in his UAE Armed Forces Ford Escort RS Cosworth 
(fOe photo) 


‘To ensure that the rally 
runs smoothly, we've de- 
cided to reroute the first 
day. Therefore the entire 
route will be on desert 
tracks," RACJ Director of 
Queen Alia International 
Airport with a regrouping 
halt at Alia Gateway Hotel. 

The timing and start of 
the rally have also under- 
gone some changes. 

The rally will start at 
noon from the King Abdal- 
lah Gardens in Shmeisani 
and finish at the Forte 
Grand in Amman at 6 p.m. 

The first day will cover 
241 kilometres, including 82 
kilometres of special stages. 

The second day begins 


eariy at 7 a.m. for a gell- 
ing 617-ldlometre drive in- 
cluding 243 kilometres of 
special stages th^ will take 
competitors as far as the 
rose red city of Petra for the 
regrouping halt. 

The rally will finish at 6 
p.m. at the Forte Grand in 
Amman. 

During the press confer- 
ence, Mr. Ledger expressed 
his appreciation to ‘*all 
those who work very hard 
to make the event a suc- 
cess" especially rally orga- 
nisers who are all volun- 
teers and begin prepara- 
tions months in advance. 
Mr. Ledger also e^ressed 
gratitude to R.J. Reynolds 


VILLAS & APARTMENTS 

■'':-F6R:KENt 4 


UM UTHAINA - ABDOUN 
FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED 
PLEASE CALL 863559 MECCA REAL ESTATE 


Urgentlv Needed 


Esperienced Master Cutter and Sewer in 
Taf Taf Fashion . Located in Al- Rabia. 


Please coniaci Tel: 674886 
from I P.M. - 3 P.M. or after 7 P.M. 


SECRETARY WANTED 


PUBLIC SHAREHOLDER COMPANY LOCATED 
IN AMMAN IS IN NEED OF EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY WITH GOOD COMMAND OF ENGLISH 
UNGUAGE , COMPUTER SYSTEM & OTHER 
OFFICE ROUTINE . 


PLEASE SEND CV . TO P.O BOX 925334 
AMMAN 11110 



DESIGNER CLOTHES FOR THE 
MOTHER-TO-BE 
4 SOFT furnishings 


... CU^e to announce 

tfie arrvaaC^dn eurcitina 



Jloo^^tmr ioitfi our 


insptrvn£ cdXCectim 


matertiiMf wear for 
days, TOee^nds ahd evenirtys. 


^[£so, come.sec our CK^usive 
ranye cffandTnade 0d£ts and 
unique aifisjot tUw~6om, 


Jabai AiMiJian'; 

rt-i. «(:> 1 I 
VUur . 

10:00-1:30^^ -r 
3 : 30 - 7-00 - 


Tobacco Internationa] who 
have been sponsoring the 
event for the second con- 
tocutive year under the 
brand name of Camel which 
h now being manufactured 
in Jordan by the Jordan 
Tobacco and Cigarette 
Company. 

O^er sponsors include 
Royal Jordanian, the Forte 
Gi^d in addition to invalu- 
able assistance from the 
Public Security, the Civil 
Defence, and a host of gov- 
ernment ministries, depart- 
ments, companies and indi- 
viduals. 

Since the Jordan Rally 
has become well-kp'>wn to 
drivers and motor sports 
officials as “mbably the 
best in the Middle East," 
FIA President Max Mosley 
will be attending the event 
together with the FIA rally 
commission chairman. 


At least one competitor 
will come from as far away 
as Australia. Other entires 
are expected from Great 
Britain. Italy, Greece, Cyp- 
rus, Egypt, Kenya, Kuwait, 
the UA£, Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Lebanon, the Czech 
Republic and Turkey. 

Mr. Ledger told re|^r- 
ters that “for the first time 
Jordanian drivers bad a 
re^istic chance of winning 
as they are now better pre- 
pared and had more experi- 
ence.” 

The Kingdom's reigning 
champion Bashar Bustami, 
who finished fourth overall 
last year, will be heading 
the field of top local com- 
petitOfTsr as the rally is only 
open to cars that comply 
with FIA regulations. It' is 
anticipated that more than 
25 foreign and 15 local 
crews will contest the event. 


Jordan off to bad 
start in Davis Gup 



By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
.AMMAN — Jordan's Davis Cup team got off to a bad start 
and have practically lost their chance of being promoted to 
the Asia/Oceania ^ne Group 2 next year after losing th^ 
first two ties against Bangladesh and ^udi Arabia 3-0 in 
the tournament currently under way in Dubai. 

Jordan's Group 6 also includes the United Arab 
Emirates, Pacific Oceania, and Lebanon. 

*1116 round robin competition is being played on a daily 
two singles and one doubles match format over five days 
with only the top team in the group being promote^ to 
Group 2 whose winner is promoted to Group 1 before 
joining the prestigious World Group which includes te^ 
such as the United States, Germany, Sweden and otiieis. 

In the opening matches against Bangladesh, team 
veteran Imad Abu Hamda lost to Hira Lai 6-4, 6-1. Later 
Faris Azouni lost 6-3, 6-2 to Shovon Jamaly. Abu Hamda 
and promising 15-year-old Khalid Nafa' lost the doubles 
match 3-6, 7-5. 6-1. 

On the second day, Jordan's team again lost 3-0 as Saudi 
Arabia’s Bader Mohammad beat Abu Hamda 6-3, 4-6 in a 
three-hour-long match in soaring 42 degree heat w^icfa 
greatly affected the players' performance. Othman Aoazi 
beat Faris Azzouni 6-2, 6-2 in the second singles matcbi 

lOialed al Husseini and Faris Azzouni teamed up for tbe 
doubles match which they lost 6-2, 6-4. 

Jordan's only hope of returning to Group 2 from which 
they were relegated after the 1993 competition was in 
topping the five-team group. 

'ne Asia/Oceania Zone Group 3 tournament in Dubai is 
one of the largest in Davis Cup competition as 13 teams will 
be playing 108 matches at one single venue. Singapore now 
lead Group A which includes Kuwait, Bahrain, Syria, 
Oman, Kazakhstan and Brunei. 

Singapore topped the standings after scoring their third 
win over Oman 3-0. In other matches. Kuwait beat Syria 
3-0 and Brunei beat Oman 2-1. 

Pacific Oceania topped Group B after a 2-1 win over 
Lebanon, while Bangladesh beat the UAE 3-0. 

Jordan's team has had to rely on a young, rel^veiy 
inexperienced line-up after the country's champion Hani 
Al All quit the game in 1993. All-time rival Abu Hamda 
was crowned Jordan’s champion in 1993 but last yey 
missed competition as he was preoccupied with studies in 
his final year at the faculty of medicine at the University of 
Jordan. 

Abu Hamda, is possibly playing his last Davis Cup as be 
will leave for the U.S. soon to pursue his medical career. 

Azzonni, has played Davis Cup before and is one of the 
country's best players. However, Husseini who attend 
university in the U.S. just recently joined the team, and 
Nafa' are playing their first Davis Cup and lack competitive 
match experience. 

While team members had expressed optimism before die 
tournament they undoubtedly lack recent competitive 
match experience that would have put them in the 
for competition, and displayed any flaws in their training 
and tactics before the actual competition. This has been a 
constant yet unfulfilled demand of the Kingdom's tennis 
team. 


Real Madrid win European basketball title ^ 


21ARAG021A (Agencies) — 
Spain’s Real Madrid -Thurb* 
day-., woo {the^'Siic^ean. 


Champion Clubs Basketball 
Cup after defeating CHym- 
itptgkoS'.of .Greece. T^Ir.wkh 


11,000 fans attending. before they had found dtei’ . 

Fittingly it was tedm stanfiafeet. Olympiakos were 
Arvidas Sabonis who opmed’ down and reeling. 


HI I 




F^lSftER 

Located in Western Shmeisani area, 2nd floor , 
consisting of three bedrooms, living room, spacious 
guest room, dining room, glassed-in veranda, 
kitchen and telephone, two bathrooms, separate 
central heating. Area;220sq.m. 

Please call tel. 664256 - 685893. 


the scoring for the SpaniOitisf^i Johnson could find no way ^ 

with a clmidal triple fo the'” past "the tight guarding of dmu-vJ \g 

. .. : sh Langu 

ALL LE 


first two minutes. 

He put another two points 
on the board 90 seconds later 
to give Madrid an early 7*2 
lead. 

Ismael Santos added 
another triple, Joe Arlauckas 
notched a two-pointer, and 


Javier Garcia Coll, and Alex- 
ander Volkov, a fomer for- 
ward with tbe Soviet national 
team, was left to lead tbe 
Greek from line. 






GOREN BRIDGE 


WTM OMM SHMr 

• TAIMAH MRSCK 

ei(H MM SmMM. tie 

TOO MUCH TALE 
Noith-Soutb vuloanUe. Smith 

NORTH 

♦ 6 6 
7Q432 
7 Q JS 
« A J 10 2 

WEST EAST 

*QJ 10 98 9482 
978 9KJ10 6 

0A10 96B v43 
«4 «Q987 

SOUTH 
» A K 7 
9 A98 
CK8 7 
«E853 
The bitfdinp 

SoBth West North East 
I NT 2 * 8 8 Pam 

3 NT Pam Pam Pam 


OpcdiiiS had’ Queen of 4 
At the end of Juiuuj s teem of 
Euiopeen experts led by Leandro 
Burgey of Ildy played s cbsllfner 
mat^ Bgninst a team of Anericao 
intemationalists to decide whoa* 
owthoda over an opening bid of one 
DO tniipp wera superior. Tlie match 
proved Kttle about tha respective 
systems, bat it did lead Eric RodwelJ 
to the coorluaioo that most experts 
iotarefared with an enemy no tjunp 
more oftan than was wiK and a 
computer simulation supported this 
observation. Here’s a case in point. 


West’s two club overcaii showed 
al ieart 10 cards in any two nrita. 
North's threa-club cue-bid probed 
for a 4-4 major fiL AAar South's 
denial of a four-card major, thrae no 


trump became the contract. 

Declarer Allowed the quean of 
spades to bold the first tridk. then 
woo tbe cpotiDUBtion. A diarnond to 
the queen woo end West captured 
the cootiDuation of the jack with tlie 
ace. Declarer’s last spa^ stopper 
was DOW forced out. Next came tbe 
crucial play— declarer cashed tbe 
king of diamonda and Baat’a discerd 
of a beert made tbe band an open 
book. 

Baal was marked with tbe club 
length, lo dedirer led e dub lo the 
ace continued with the jack, 
covered by the queen and taken by 
the Uag. Tbe winning dub was 
cashed arid Eaat was thrown in with 
the remaining dub. Declarer ran the* 
forced heart return to tbe queen and 
nine tricks roDed home. 

Left alone, declarer would surely 
have pjne wrong. To start with the 
technically correct play in dubs ia to 
cash tha king end tbw flneese, to 
protect against four cards in tte suit 
with West. 


^erv3nt#i 
•:rc Cjrcia, 


PIFCC 

1 

SALTON 

'tower 

RUSSEL HOBBS 

CARMEN 


N.B. All are from Engtand 


YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO SEE 
OUR COLLECTION OF 
Small Electrical Appliances 

Electric Glass, Hotrays, Toasters, Percula- 
tor. Kettles, Can Opener, Steam Irons, Mini 
Kitchen, Yogurt Maker, Vacuum Bag Sea- 
lers. . 

Health & BeauW Appliances ' 

Hair Care >^pliances 

Non Stick Cook Ware (Silverstone 

Supra Interior) 

Speed Chef Pressure Cooker 
At our showroom 
Science & 

For modern 
Um Uthainah 

Abu Hwage Centre 
Amman 


-I tikia'i.ui KCaL'. . 




Olympiakos slipped furth- 
er behind and with a quarter 
of the match gone laoniiidis 
called a time-out with tbe 
score at 20-8 in the Spaniard^ 
favour. 

After the restart the teams 

traded points and Olym- - • - - - 

piakos looked capable of . 

dragging themselves back - 

inot the game until another Af,u cY 

triple from Sabonis strett^d CLtCTRIC 

Real’s Margin to 34-21, their 

joint-largest lead of the K I {o 

match. ''ui*-.... .. 

"’tr. ( jf- T'vvn 

Seconds later the Lithua- 
nian, now mopping up under ''' -'->1 1 H 400 23J 
his own boards, committed 
his third personal foul and * 

.Obradovic pulled him back to j- 

the bench to save him for the .• ^ ’ 

second half. !.“■ " • — 


Without him Madrid 
proved they were more than 
a one-man team and held 
their lead at around 10 points 
until the interval, when they 
led 38-28, 

In the second half Madrid 
again played the better bas- 
ketball but could not open up 
their lead against, a biave 
Greek team who refiis^ to 
lie down and die. 


But as the half wore on. 
4,000 Madrid fans in the Pnn- 
dpe Felipe Stadium, backed 
by a further 2,000 Panathi- 
naikos followers anxious not 
to see their bitter GreekTiv- 
als lift the Cup„ bega» 
sense victory. 

Madrid's victory means ^ 
cup stays in Spain^ aitfit 
Joventut Badalona's win' in 



Tel Aviv last year, but-nwyes _ .. 

ftom Catalonia to the capi^* Itru.,. 
Olvmmakos were left wiM r. — 


Olympiakos were left’wW F nc* 
a depressing feeling of dej* . '’F TKNf)] 

vu- '^^l) AV4W.,! 

For the second year .nu>* 
they have lost in 


ning 


final to a' Spanish tcam,^^ 
on both occasions, theqoaff iT. 
who masterminded 
downfoll was ^Ijko Obradt>* J . : 
vie. ;U.?' 
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C.oema ' Tel.: 634144 

FHILADILPHIA 

•Cinema ' Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

8 

Tom Hanks 

Fifi Abdo & Kama! Shinnawi 

1 

in 

Wahid Self in 


Forrest Gump 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:15. 9:15 

PENfiLTV 

Shows:1230A-30.5, 630*30,10:30 

r 



Cinema Tel,; 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD 

Comedian atar; Adel Imam — 

Bakhit S- Andadileh 

Shows: 12:30. 3;IS. 6:00. 8-JO. ll.-OO 

CONCORD *27 
Jean-Claude Van Damm 
STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 12J0. 3:30, S^. IIKIO 


Tel.: 616274 - 618275 

AIRMOUN THEATRE 

Tel..: 675571 

NabHAiMiiditiil Theatre 

Mum HIJazIn “Sum'a” 

in the poTiticaj satire 

Hi Citizeii 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawagfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 
me theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa Al Agha In the 
children's play 

^ Se’di*e Retarn -irtr 

COMING SOON 
The Comeefian Shom 

KRBflRET 




Nabil & Hisham's Tel: 623155 

AHLA N THRATRR 

PriSSifs:" 


The political satire: , 
AL SiUJUH YA SAIAM 

at 8:30 pjn. 

For reservation, please esi' 
,825155 

The theatre is closed 
Sahirdays & -Sundays 
















Knicks hand Bullets 
13th straight loss 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pat- 
rick Ewing scored 25 points 
as the New York Knicks beat 
Wa^intfon 110-100 Thurs- 
day night, the Bullets' 13th 
consecutive loss. 

Ewing became the 37th 
player in NBA history to 
eclipse the 18,000-poinl 
mark. 

Qiaries Smith, added 19 
points, Hubert Davis 17 and 
Greg Anthony 16 and seven 
assists for the Knicks, who 
pulled within 3'/^ games or 
Orlando in the race for the 
best record in the eastern 
Conference. 

Chris Webber scored 27 
points to lead the Bullets, 
who have not won since beat- 
ing Qeveland on March 17. 

New York led 69-^ before 
Washin^n rallied within 76- 
73 while Ewing sat on the 
bendi . with four fouls. The 
Bullets were within 86-83 
with nine minutes to play 
when the Knicks scored nine 
straight points. 

7«ers 102, nets 94: At Phi- 
ladelphia, Dana Banos led 
six 76ers in double figures 
with 22 points and had 13 
assists as the Nets were vir- 
tually eliminated from the 
Playoffs. 

Shawn Bradley had 17 
points and 12 rebounds for 
the 76ers, his ninth double- 
double in his last 10 games. 

Keuny Anderson had 2S 
points and Armon Gilliam 21 
for the nets, who are five 
games behind Boston for the 
eighth and final playoff berth 
with rive games to play. 

The Nets used an 1 1-0 run 
to dose within 97-94 with 
2:31 left, but Bradley scored 
on a follow with two minutes 
remaining and a free throw 
by Derrick Alston at 1:29 
secured the victory. 

Heat 85, Cavdim 84: At 
Miami, Keith Askins made 
three free throws just before 
a scoreless final minute to lift 
the Miami, which had trailed 
by 16 points in the third 
quarter. 

Glen Rice led the Heat 
with 22 points, while Mark 
Price had 20 points and 


Tyrone Hill 18 points and 1 1 
rebounds for Cleveland, 
whicb lost its eighth straight 
road game. 

Cleveland led 84-82 when 
Askins made two free throws 
with 1:26 left. After a missed 
shot by Cleveland, askins 
made one of two free throws 
wi^ 1:05 to play for the final 
points of the ^me and the 
Heat’s first lud since the 
opening period. 

Miami was 13-fbr-17 (76.5 
per cent) from the field in the 
fourth- quarter, but made 
only three of eight free 
throws. 

Jazz 121, Warriors 102: At 
Salt Lake City, Kaii Malone 
had 29 points and IS re- 
bounds and John Stockton 
added 22 points as Utah pul- 
led within 1 ^ games of West- 
ern Conference-leading San 
Antonio. 

The victory was Utah's 
SSth of the season, Wing a 
club record set in 19% and 
matched in 1992. 

Tim Legler had 18 points 
to lead Ciolden State. 

Utah ted 66-54 at halftime 
and by as much as 96-69 with 
25 seconds left in the third 
quarter. The Warriors would 
come no closer than 101-^ 
with eight minutes to play. 

Celtics 119, Magic 114: At 
Boston, Dino Radja scored 
six of his 29 points in a 
decisive 13-3 chaiw down the 
stretch as the Celtics im- 
proved their playoff chances. 

With their sixth victory in 
seven games, the Celtics 
moved 1 games ahead of Mil- 
waukee for the eighth and 
final playoff spot in the East- 
ern (inference. 

Sherman Douglas had 25 


points. Dee Brown and De- 
rek Stroiu 18 each and 
Xavier McDaniel 14 for Bos- 
ton. 

Horace Grant had 28 
points and Shaouille O'Neal 
26 as the Magic lost its fourth 
straight road game and 12th 
in the last 16 on the road. 

The Magic were in front 
111-106 when Radja scored 
on a short jumper with 3:35 
to go. Brown tied the score 
111-111 with a 3-point shot. 
Radja scored inside and 
strong hit two fr'Ce throws for 
a 115-111 Boston lead. 

Rockets 112, Trail Blazers 
99: At Houston. Hakeem 
Olajuwon returned after mis- 
sing eight games by scoring 
35 points and grabbing 10 
rebounds. He and Vernon 
Maxwell both returned to the 
lineup after missing eight 
games with iron deficiency 
anemia. 

Maxwell returned to locker 
room late in the second quar- 
ter complaining of shortness 
of breath and didn't return. 

Qyde Orexler scored 23 
points, including two crowd- 
pleasing dunks during the 
Rockets' fourth-quarter 
charge as an 18-4 run gave 
them the lead for good and 
their first victory in four 
games with Portland this sea- 
son. 

Rod Strickland scored 22 
points to lead Portland, while 
Qifford Robinson had 21. 

Supmooics 133, Maver- 
icks 112: At Tacoma. 
Washington, Gary Payton 
scored 24 points and Detlef 
Schrempf added 22 as Seattle 
beat Dallas for the eighth 
straight time. 


RESULTS 

Boston 119, Oriando 114 
Miami 85, Cleveland 84 
New Yorit 110, Washington 100 
Philadelphia 102, New Jersey 94 
Utah 121, Golden State 102 
Hooston 112, Portland 99 
Seatlk 133, Dallas 112 
Denver 125, L.A. CUppers 103 


Agassi, Chang on course for Japan Open clash 



TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Andre Agassi’s quarterfinal 
opponent said he felt like he 
had run a marathon chasing 
the angled bullets of tennis' 
new world No. 1. 

Agassi triumphed 6-4, 6-3 
Friday against Scott Draper, 
a 20-year-old Australian who 
had to win through a qual- 
ifying round to get into the 
si .2 million Japan Open. 

In Saturday’s semifinals, 
he hopes to give the running 
test to a more experienced 
foe — World No. 10 Wayne 
Ferreira of South Africa, who 
drubbed Sweden's Jonas 
Bjorkman 6-3, 6-2 in the 
quarterfinals. 

"irs important that I'm 
playing my best tennis to win 
this match because he doesn’t 
have a weakness, but he also 
can hit some big shots," 
Agassi said of Ferreira, who 
has one tournament victory 
this year, in Dubai, but hasn^ 
beaten Agassi in four meet- 
ings. 

Agassi has won three 
tournaments this year, in- 
cluding the Australian Open, 
and compiled a 29-2 match 
record through Friday. 

Except for Ferreira. Satur- 
day’s final four were some of 
the best of American tennis, 
with just world No. 2 Pete 
Sampras — playing in 
Europe — and No. 11 Todd 
Martin absent. All four also 
are baseliners. 

No. 2 seed Michael Chang, 
ranked sixth, faces fourth 
seed Jim Courier, ranlud 
ISth, in the other semifinal. 

Chang survived a second- 
set matd) point for a 4-6. 7-6 
(9-7), 6-3 victory over 
Sweden’s Jan Apell in 2 
hours, 19 minutes. 

Courier let a 5-2 fi^st-se^ 
lead slip away before putting 
away Sweden’s Thomas En- 
qvist, seeded fifth, 7-6 (7-4). 

Against Agassi. Draper 
served strongly, hit some 
acrobatic volleys and re- 
trieved well agaifut Agassi’s 
cannonballs, but was broken 
in the ninth game of the first 
set after four deuces and 
again in the seventh and 
ninth games of the second 
set. 


Andre Agassi 

“He has a lot of talent. He 
hitt the ball well.** Agassi 
said. 

Agassi said his back, hurt 
during preparations last 
month for the U.S. team’s 
Davis Cup victory over Italy, 
was “OK. I just have to be 
careful with it.*’ 

Draper came in ranked 
234th in the world, but was 
set to move up to about No. 
180 for his march to the 

S iiarterfinals here, which in- 
uded a first-round upset of 
American Jonathan Stark, 
the No. 10 seed. 

Draper said he was very 
nervous two hours before the 
match, but once it began “I 
was very happy with my men- 
tal attitude. 1 didn’t get too 
nervous or overawed. 

“I got a lot of experience 
out of it. I enjoyed being out 
thero.’* he said. 

But. he said. Agassi “hits 
incredible angles." 

Chang and Apell had the 
crowd of 6.200 oohing and 
aahing as they went at each 
other with spins and speed, 
drop shots and lobs. 


“It was just a verv tough 
match, the son of^ match 
probably decided more by 
good shots than by errors." 
Chang said. 

“I was a little bit nervous 
^oing into the tiebreak. Ear- 
lier in the week, we played a 
practice set and 1 lost to him 
in a tiebreak." he added. 

Courier said that in the 
stretch where Enqvist battled 
back From 2-5 to force a 
tiebreak. “he played more 
aggressively and didn't miss 
much for a while." 

But overall, he added, “I 
just played much better to- 
day. I was moving much bet- 
ter. and that made my whole 
game better." 

Against Bjorkman. Fer- 
reira needed only 56 minutes. 
Two winning lobs gave him 
the break he needed in the 
third game of the second set 
and he broke again in the 
fifth game. 

Women's No. I seed Kimi- 
ko Date, seeking her fourth 
straight Japan Open title, 
advanced to the final with a 
6-1. 6-2 victory over injured 


compatriot Nana Miyagi, the 
No. 8 seed. 

American Amy Frazier, 
seeded second, meets quali- 
fier Tang Min of Hong Kong 
on Saturday to decide the 
other finalist. 

Miyagi said she pulled a 
groin muscle Thursday in her 
1-6, 6-4. 6-4 victory over Ita- 
ly’s Rita Grande. 

"She (Date) kept me on 
the run all the time. 1 wasn't 
serving great either. ... If I 
could have run a iittle better 1 
could have given her a good 
match." 

The men’s singles winner 
receives S1S6.000 from total 
prize money of SI. 2 million. 
The women's division offers 
only a S2S.000 top prize. 

Graf makes short work of 
a long night 

In Houston. Texas, world 
No. 1 Steffi Graf made short 
work of a long night on 
Thursday. 

After waiting more than 
two hours as the day prog- 
ramme ran long, Graf needed 


just 56 minutes to dispo^ of 
American Tami Whitlinger 
Jones 6-2. 6-1, to earn a 
semifinal berth at the 
$430,000 Houston women's 
tennis championships. 

“I felt I was in control of 
the points," said the top- 
seeded Graf, who kept her 
1995 match record perfect at 
16-0. “1 was playing pretty 
aggressive and I think that 
worked pretty well for me." 

"I’m meling great on day 
and I didn’t know if I would 
before the tournament," the 
2S-year-oId German said. 
"But I've been feeling so 
good on the court after two 
matches. I feel in control of 
the points, I feel like I'm 
moving well, and have the 
patience. I'm feeling good." 

Graf awaits the winner of 
the quarter-final dash be- 
tween defending champion 
Sabine Hack and 18-year-old 
qualifier Nino Louarsabish- 
vili of Georgia. 

The fifth-seeded Hack 
overcame the Pesky Moon- 
ball style of American quali- 
fier Erika Delone 6-4, 7-S to 
reach the quarters. Seventh 
seed Sandra Cecchini of Italy 
and unseeded Wiltrud Probst 
of Germany also gained the 
quarterfinals. 

Cecchini beat Spain's 
Maria Sanchez Lopez ^1.6-7 
(1-7), 6-2, in a two hour, 24 
minute baseline battle while 
Probst defeated compatriot 
• Meike Babel 5-7, 7-5, 6-2. 

“Yeah, I won ugly today," 
said Hack after her one hour, 
38 minute struggle. “It 
doesn’t always have to Im 
pretty, I guess. But I'm pretty 
satisfied." 

Hack rallied from down 0-3 
in the first set, and 1-3 in the 
second before beating the 
180th-ranked Delone. 

“It was pretty frustrating 
because I haven't played 
those kind of players in a long 
time, and she played without 
pace.” said Hack, ranked 
28th. 

"Usually I play topspin 
players and it’s a hard ball, 
but that's a lob and kind of 
slow. So I got really impa- 
tient and frustrated, you 
could probably tell by my 
body language." 


Instituto Cervantes 
Spanish Language Courses 

ALL LEVELS 

Courses start on April 17, 1995 
Registration opens as of April 10, 1995. 

Instituto Cervantes: Jabal Amman, 
Third Circle, Tel. 610858 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 

ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR ISSUE OF TENDER NO. 28/95 FOR 
AMMAN SOUTH 400/132/33KV SUBSTATION 
Jordan Electricity Authority declare the issue of 
Tender No. 28f95 for Amman South 400f132/33kv 
Substation which includes: The design, GIF delivery, 
installing, testing, commissioning and guarantee of 
400kv conventional outdoor switchgear as Option 1 
or 400kv SF6 metalclad switchgear as Option 2 and 
control, protection and ancillary equipment com- 
plete with civil works and modifications to some of 
existing 132kv switchbays in Amman South 400/ 
132/33kv Substation. 

Contractors who are interested to participate in this 
tender can obtain the tender documents from the 
Procurement Dept, at JEA — main building located 
between the 6th and the 7th Circles — Jabal 
Amman, against a non-refundable amount of 
JD 1000 for each set of Tender Documents. 

Bids are to be submitted to tiie Secretary of 
Tendering Committee at the above address not later 
than 10:00 a.m. on Monday 1 7/7/1995 accompanied 
with a bid bond equal to 2% of the total value of tiie 
bid. 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 

advertisement 

FOR ISSUE OF TENDER NO. 29/95 FOR 
AQABA AND AMMAN SOUTH 400/132/ 
33KV SUBSTATIONS 

Jordan Electricity Authority declare the issue of 
Tender No. 29/95 for Aqaba and Amman South 
400/1 32/33KV Substations which includes: The de- 
sign, GIF delivery, installing, testing, commissioning 
and guarantee of 40CV132/33kv Power Transfor- 
mers, 400kv and 33kv Reactors and their accessor- 
ies for Aqaba and Amman South 400/1 32/33kv 
Substations. 

Contractors who are interested to participate in 
this tender can obtain the tender documents from 
the Procurement Dept, at JEA — main building 
located between the ^ and the 7th Circles — Jabal 
Amman, against a non-refundable amount of 
JD 1000 for each set. 

Bids are to be submitted to the Secretary of the 
Tendering Committee at the above address not later 
than 1 0:C6 a.m. on Monday 1 7/7/1 995 accompanied 
with a bid bond equal to 2% of the total values of the 
bid. 


ENG. COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
Betwcoa Hie Polish Conqiany (POLSERVICE ) 
and Osama Al-Qaiycftjtr Eng. Office 

Wannr-Pblad. Tel: 48-22-301S4S ,F«x: 4S-22000915 




Joxhn- Zn^.Td: 962-9-990078, Fax:9629-901400 


j tJjr^ c/ta 


POLSERVICE u a leadiag Poibfa company in the 
Bdds of aig^necring and coasnltiiig aervioes . it was 
establiahed in 1961. POLSERVICE gains a 
ivoiidwide ezpericace in the fidds of water supply* 
lanitadoo , tre atm ent of domestic and industrial 



wastewater, solid waste management, power plants, 
irr^atimi and agrknltnral projects, industrial 
(riant, transportatioii, medical related projects, 
M— urban devdopment and town 
planning. 

POLSERVICE offers managements , maintenance 
and trainhig programmes for and 

maragerial staff. POLSERVICE deagns most irf its 
equipment to allow for locd mannfactare , and tkns 
fadfitate both traasfer of technology and price 
savingL 

Osama AL-Qaryooti Engineering office r e p rese nted 
by its General Director Eng. Osama Al^aryouti 
has signed an Eng. Cooperation Agrecomot with 
IPOUERVICE which was sigoed by its 
repres en tative in Syria and Lebanon Mr. Jnhiisz 
Hebd on 28-11-94 at Antra Hoed in the presence of 
Pdish Embassador in Amman and Coninmrcial 
Counsellor in tte Polisb Embassy h) cooperate in 
projects needed such mentioaed cqieriences at 
Joint-Veiitiire bases. Osama Al-Qaryonti Eng. office 
is dassifiedasaconsnltii^officehiStracmralEng. 

Archhectnral ,£ng. , Heating and Cooditioaing, 
Power Electrical , Roads, Higways Water Sewage 
and Construction mana gem ent since 1991 and it was 
go gHBed ingronpBtopartidpateinGoronunental 
Tenders. 
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Rabin: Assad wants 


more than Sadat got 
in return for peace 


TEL AVrV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin was quoted in aji 
interview published on Fri- 
day as saying he thought 
Syria was trying to ^t more 
hfom peace talks with Israel 
than Egypt did in a 1979 
peace treaty. 

Israel returned to Egypt all 
of the territory it seized from 
it in the 196/ Middle East 
war. In that war Israel also 
tpok the Golan Heights from 
Syria. Peace talks between 
Israel and Syria are stalled 
over the heists. 

“1 have a suspicion that 
(Syrian President Hafez AJ) 
A^d wants to prove that he 
can get for peace more than 
(former Egyptian President 
Anwar) Sadat did," Israel’s 
Haaretz newspaper quoted 
Mr. Rabin as saying. 

"It’s possible that he has to 
explain to himself and maybe 
also to others, why he re- 
jected Sadat’s proposal in '77 
to come with him to Jeru- 
salem," Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Assad 
demanded security arrange- 
ments of equal on both 
sides of a future peace bor- 
der. 

"We have no intention at 
the moment to commit to 
Syria what Sadat got, and 
certainly no intention of dis- 
icussing at all seriously the 
;demand for geogn^jhic 
•equality in security arrange- 
ments." 

"Israel will not make any 
substantial concessions to 
allow the restart of negotia- 
.tions with Syria,” he told 
•Haaretz. 

Syria wants demilitarisa- 
tion to cover an equal area on 
both sides, a call which Israel 
rejects on the grounds it is a 
far smaller country. Damas- 


cus is holding up the resump- 
tion of high-level military 
talks before a security deal. 

Ambassador-level talks re- 
sumed last month to try to 
agree on security arrange- 
ments. The United States as 
the chief sponsor of the Mid- 
dle East peace process had 
hoped the army chiefr would 
sOon join the negotiations. 

But Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk A1 Sharaa said 
Thursday that the army chiefs 
would "not go to Washington 
to take part in the negotia- 
tions .... because there has 
been no agreement on secur- 
ity arrangements." 

Syria's position was not a 
"mark of stubbomess," Mr. 
Sharaa said. “No state can 
ask another to abandon this 
prindple of equality which is 
internationally recognised." 

On Friday, Mr. FUbin cal- 
led on Japan to contribute to 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess as he' met Friday with a 
Japanese fact-finding mission 
touring Che region. 

“Any Japanese contribu- 
tion to strengthening peace 
and security in the Middle 
East will be welcome, espe- 
cially if it goes to parties 
which have signed peace 
accords: Israel, Jordan, 
Egypt and the Palestinians," 
said Mr. Rabin, quoted by 
officials. 

The delegation, vdiich in- 
cludes representatives ' of 
Japan's three ruling coalition 
parties, is in the region to 
investigate the possible de- 
ployment of Japanese troops 
as part of U.N. peacekeeping 
forces on the G^an Heists. 

Mr. Rabin praised the 
“positive role" played by the 
U.N. Disengagement Obs^- 
ver Force, deployed on tiie 
Golan since 1974. 



Palestiitian Cattiofics carrj a cross dnring the 
Good Friday prooessioa xeenactnig die ciudfi- 


:dim of Jtsns Christ Jcnsalon’s Via 

Dolorosa (AFP photo) 


Thousands retrace Christ’s route 


OCCiUPffiD JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Hiousands of Christ- 
ians, some lugging heavy 
wooden crosses, others video 
cameras, marched through 
Jerusalem's walled Old 
on Good Friday to retrace 
Christ's steps towards crucifi- 
xion. 


IHlgrims and brown-robed 
monlu passed along the Via 
Dolorosa — Way of Sorrow 
— kneeling in prayer at the 
14 stations marking Christ’s 
suffering. 

They converged at the 
Church of the Holy Sepul- 
cher. the reputed site of 
Jesus' crudfixion, burial and 
resurrection. Latin Canticles 
sung by Franciscan monliu 
mb^ with a cacophony of 
hymns in a multituM of lan- 
guages. The souncB echoed 
through the cavernous 12th 
century baalica. 


Militants kill 6 in attack 


on crowded Egypt street 


MINYA (AFP) — Militants 
kiUed six people, including a 
child and two women, when 
diey sprayed a aowded mun 
street with automatic 
vtrnpons fire in a. southern 
E^tian village on Friday, 
police said. 

The attack, one of the 
bloodiest against civilians 
since a wave of violence be- 
gan in 1992, bring to 736 (he 
niimber of people killed since 
March 


masked and succeeded in 
escaping Into nearby sugar- 
cane fields at either end of 
the street. 


'Three gunmen belonging 
to the outlawed Gamaa Ai 
Uamyab opened fire just 
before weekly noon prayers 
on die main shopping street 
of Nawai village, 300 
Idlometres south of Cdro in 
troubled Minya province, 
police said. 

The street, which has been 
the scene of several attacks 
»nce militants began focusing 
their activities in Minya late 
1994. 

The attackers first shot 
dead a village guard. Saber 
Mahmoud Abdul Hakim, be- 
fore killing Hosni Ali Ibra- 
him. a plumber who tried to 
stop their «cape. 

When people on the street 
rushed at the assailants they 
sprayed automatic weapons 
fm indiscrimniateiy, killing a 
three-year-old girl. Asma 
Hassan Sayed, and Coptic 
Christian woman, Abla 
Nashid Tawfiq. 

Another woman, Fathiya 
Abdul Halim, and her 
brother Ramadan were aJM 
killed in the gunfire. 

The three militants were 


However, witnesses recog- 
nised the three as villagers 
known for their connection to 
the Gamaa — Nasser Hassan 
Akram, Mohammad Tawfiq 
and a third identified only as 
Rabia, police said. 

*1116 harvesting of sugar- 
cane since December and the 
destruction of fieldbs by police 
have forced the militants to 
come out of their hiding 
places and carry out attaclu 
in towns and villages. 


Meanwhile, another mili- 
tant group, the Talaeb Al 
Fatadi, has threatened more 
attacks after 42 of its mem- 
bers, arrested in the 
Mediterranean port of Alex- 
andria and the Nile Delta in 
December, went on trial 
. Thursday in Cairo. 

The armed wing of the 
group Al Jihad warned in a 
statement sent to Al Hayat 
newspaper that it “will not 
stand by in silence with its 
arms folded." 

• Two of its members are 
accused of the murder of a 
policeman and two Coptic 
Christians in February last 
year, while the others face 
charges of belonging to an 
illegal organisation and pos- 
sessing arms. 

Twenty-two members have 
been sentenced to death since 
December 1992 and more 
than half of them have 
already been executed. 


’’Praise the Lord. Let 
Christ be risen." sang out a 
group of Palestinian Christ- 
ians. “liiis is where Jesus 
fell. Ours is the suffering be 
bore. Ours the suffering he 
carried." 

This year's ritual came 
amid heightened tension fol- 
lowing a wave of attacks on 
Israelis by militants. Israel 
sealed off the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to prevent vio- 
lence, which meant only a 
few hundred Palestinian 
Christians with special per- 


mits reached Friday’s proces- 
9on. 

“It's not right that Chil- 
ians should not be allowed to 
come,” said Ibrahim Kandal- 
fat, in diarge of Christian 
affairs tn Yasser Arafet’s self- 
rulemvernment. 

“This is a holy day and we 
would like to see all believers 
allowed to come on a holy 
day.** 

Major Elise Shazar, 
spokeswoman for Israel’s 
rmlitary government in tiu 
West Bank, said permits 
were given to all Palestinian 
Christians wbo applied. She 
said she did not know bow 
many entry permits vrore 
issued. 

Additional police were de- 
ployed throughout Arab East 
Jerusalem, and hundreds of 
paramilitary border police- 
men flanked the Good Friday 
procession. 

Many visiting Christians 
appeared unaware of the con- 
flict, and Jerusalem’s Old 
Gty was packed with pilgrims 
from the United States, A^ 
ca and Europe. Also visiting 
were U.N. troops stationed 
in Lebanon and the Golan 
Heights, their blue berets 
standing out agmnst the yel- 
low stone buildings. 

Keith Compton, a retired 
civil servant from Sydney, 
Australia, heaved a solid 
wood cross onto his shoulder. 

"This is tremendous. We 


are following in Christ's foot- 
steps. in his agony, it is one 
thing to do it in your own 
dmich, but it hasn't got the 
same depth of feeling as 
being in the actual spot," Mr. 
Compton said. 

This year's large crowds 
contrasted with the trickle of 
tourists who came during the 
1987-1993 Palestinian upris- 
ing a^ittst Israelis rule in the 
occupied lands. Tourism has 
boomed since Palestinians 
and Israelis reached a peace 
accord in 1993. 

Xn a signal of Israel's im- 
proving relations with the 
Muslim World, a group of 
pH^ms from Indonesia took 
in the procession. The 
pilgrims said they had wanted 
to come for years but were 
only now given pennission by 
their government. 

The pilgrims moved past 
Arab merchants selling 
souvenirs, such as miniature 
crucifixes, rosaries and 
crowns of thorns. 

“There are lots of people, 
but tiiey don't shop. Good 
Friday is good for the soul, 
but bad for business," said 
merchant Adnan Dakkak. 

A group of American tour- 
ists from La Brea, California, 
reenacted Christ's last jour- 
ney. One wore a crown of 
thorns, his anns covered with 
fake blood. He was accompa- 
nied by two wbipH:anyiag 
“Roman soldiers." 


Fratice, U.S, accuse Milosevic 


of blocking peace proposal 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) ~ 
France joined the United 
States on Friday in accusing 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic of fhistrating inter- 
national peace efforts in Bos- 
nia. 

Public statements by the 
two countries were seen as an 
admission by the big power 
contact group, of which theyv 
are members, that it had 
failed to persuade Mr. 
Milosevic to back their latest 
plan to end the Bosnian war. 

lEs refusal to cooperate is 
a blow to United Nations 
hopes of extending a frayed 
ceasefire between Bosnian 
Muslims and Serbs which ex- 
pires in a fortnight. 

"Frendi foreign ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque 
told reporters in Paris: "Pres- 
ident Mlosevic bears respon- 
sflnUty for die degradation of 
the situation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. We continue to 
run up against an obstinate 
position on his part." 

Mr. Milosevic met envoys 
of the contact group coun- 
tries — which also indude 
Britain. Russia and Germany 


— this week bat rebuffed 
tiieir offer to suspend sanc- 
tions against Yugoslavia in 
return for his rec^ition of 
Bosnia and Croatia. 

The Serbian leader, who 
has recently been treated re- 
spectfully by the contact 
^oup as a potentiol pace- 
maker. wants sanctions lifted 
without conditions. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said on *Thursday: “It is our 
assumption that he is not 
interested in (the plan)." 

Meanwhile, Bosnian Serbs 
are brutally expelling more 
Muslim d^ians from their 
homes and subjecting 
peacekeepers to unaccept- 
able harassment, offidals 
complained Friday. 

Earlier, a French 
peacekeeper died after being 
shot by a sniper nliile travel- 
ing through a front-line 
neigbbouibood Friday morn- 
ing. On Thursday night, 
Serbs fired on French 
peacekeepers at a U.N. 
observation post, drasring re- 
turn fire. 

Even as Bosnia's battle- 


fields quieted temporarily 
Friday, accusations of human 
rights violations and attemp- 
ted Serb intimidation of the 
United Nations grew louder. 

Over tile last three days, 
about 1(X) Muslim women, 
children and elderly have 
been rounded up from their 
homes in Bijeljina, in Serb- 
held northeastern Bosnia. 
After being robbed, they 
were forced to walk through 
snow and across front lines, 
to government-held Tuzia, 
said Nina Winquist, a spokes- 
woman for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). One elderly man 
died of exhaustion. 

Ms. Winquist quoted aid 
workers in Bijeljina as saying 
Muslims were still being 
rounded up and more expul- 
sions were expected, despite 
ICRC demands that they 
stop. 

The White House said Fri- 
day that Iran might be the 
source of a new flood of arms 
to the Muslim-led Bosnian 
government, but denied that 
the United States was wink- 
ing at the resupply effort. 


100 dead in Russian 


bombing in Afghanistan 


TALOQAN (Agencies) — 
Dozens of sho^ were razed 
and several houses destroyed 
in a Russian air attack Thun- 
day on this northern Afghan 
city that left more than 200 
people killed and wounded, 
officiab said Friday. 

Afghan offidals and local 
residents, lately confirming 
figures broad^t on Thurs- 
day by Afghan radio, said 
around 100 people died in the 
raids while more than 120 
were wounded. 


At least eight Russian 
Sukhoi SU-27 jets dropped 
24 bombs including some 
dusher bombs and alro fired 
12 rockets on Taloqan, capit- 
al of northern Takhar pro- 
vince, local police comman- 
der Kr Mohammad said. 

The bombing was the 
heaviest since the Russians 
supporting the government in 
the neighbouring former 
Soviet republic of Tajikistan, 
launched attacks this week on 
bases of alleged Tajik rebels 
operating on A^an soil. 

Residents said at least two 
columns of shops were des- 
troyed and the bazaar was 
desened. 


The jets also hit govern- 
ment buildings, including the 
provincial finance depart- 
ment and the local mlice 
headquarters, they said. 

Takhar province, border- 
ing Tajikistan, is located 380 
kilometres north of Kabul. 
Its provindal centre, Talo- 
qan. is only 60 kilometres 
from the border. 

liiere have been numerous 
reports of Russian air strikes 
in riorthern A^anistan in 
recent years, but Thursday's 
attack was perhaps the most 
intense. 


The planes dropped bombs 
and fired rockets on the town 
at around 6:45 a.m. Thurs- 
day, residents said. All of the 
casualties were civilians, and 
most were in the market, 
which already was busy de- 
spite the early hour, they 
added. 

Dr. Mustafa Kemal at 
Taloqan hospital said there 
were at least 60 dead and .20 
injurred. Others put the fi- 
gure higher. 

In the hospital’s casualty 
ward. Baba Khan lay in a 
coma, a bloodied bandage 
round his head wound. 

“He was riding his bicyde 
in the bazaar when the bombs 
fell," said his brother 
- Mohammad. “He was hit by 
a piece of shrapnel in the 
head. I pray he will be all 
right." 

In the market, residents 
dug throu^ the rubble to 
salvage befongings and make 
sure there were no more 
buried bodies. 

Blacksmith Mussa Nazar 
stood on a pile of nibble that 
bad once been his shop. 

"This is all I have to show 
for more than 40 years 
work," he said. “They (the 
Russian forces) are inhuman, 
they are against Islam and the 
poor." 

The raid came after a re- 
ported escalation in cross- 
border attacks by rebels bat- 
tling Tajikistan's Moscow- 
backed neo-communist gov^ 
emment. 

The bombing also followed 
an official Russian protest to 
Kabul Wednesday accusing 
the A^an government of 
allowing Tajik rebels use of 
its temtory for military op- 
erations against the former 
Soviet republic. 


Iran greatest threat 
to stability — Clinton 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
•»• President Bill Clinton 
warned Thursday tiiat Iran 
still pos^ the big^t threat 
to stability in the ^ddle East 
and that he was considering 
stronger sanctions against 
Tehran. 

“We are looking at what all 
at pur options are. I think we 
ne^ to be as firm as we can 
be," be said in a CNN inter- 
view. 

He noted that the U.S. 
administration recently 
blocked an oil deal between 
Iran and tbe U.S. oil com- 
pany Conoco for production 
from an offshore well in the 
Straits of Hormuz. 

He said he was about to 
receive a report on wbat 
other measures could be 
taken to isolate Iran, which 
Washington accuses of seek- 
ing to become a nulcear pow- 
er and supporting terrorism. 

“Eve^ country that we 
speak with- ' ,.y world lead- 
er I talk to in the r^on and 
beyond still believes that Iran 
is tbe biggest cause of insta- 
Ulity and die Mggest poten- 
tial threat to the future," he 
said. 

“They have chosen not to 
change their conduct, so we 
are forced to continue to look 
at our options," he added. 

Washington is considering 
a complete embargo on Ira- 
nian oil exports to U.S. com- 
panies, Iran's biggest custom- 
ers wlu'cfa refine the crude 
and then seD it to European 
countries. 

Republican Senator 
AHonse D’ Amato has also 
propo^ a total trade embar- 
go against Iran, but the admi- 
nistration has argued that it 


would have little effect unless 
other countries signed on. 

In Tehran Tbnis^y, Pru- 
dent Ail Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani demanded 
Washington end its campaign 
to isolate his country. 

“American leaders must 
re-consider their poor inter- 
pretations and nustaken ac- 
tion as well as their historic 
errors on tbe subject of 
Iran," Mr. Rafsanjani said in 
a radio and television 
address. 

He added that Iran was 
“ready at any moment which 
h judges appropriate to break 
off all economic ties with the 
United States." 

Tbe Iranian president also 
slammed U.S. efforts **to 
establish economic ties -with 
Iran while it clumsily puts 
pressure oo others to secure 
tbe breaking-off of their ties 
with us." 

His comments came short- 
ly after Iran marked the LStb 
aiunversiuy of tbe end of 
diplomatic ties with tbe Un- 
itra States. 

WasUngton broke off rela- 
tions on April 9, 1980. fol- 
lowing tbe taking of S3 
American hostages at the 
U.S. embas^ in the Iranian 
capita] shortly after the 1979 
blamlc revolution. 

In 1994 direct and indirect 
trade between the U.S. and 
Iran climbed above ^ billion 
while American companies 
boy close to a third of Iranian 
crude oil. 

A U.S. official said mean- 
while despite repeated rejec- 
tions, tire Unitra States will 
keep pressing Russia to aban- 
don a nuclear reactor deal 
with Iran. 




Jordan Week’ in Japan — a landmark in efforts to enhance ties 


By P.V. Vivdsanaiid 

Jord^ Trines Staff reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian 
public and private sectors 
are expected to be repre- 
sented in stren^h and tire 
Kingdom's political posi- 
tions and economic, social 
and cultural developments 
will be highlighted during a 
week-lonc event in Tokyo 
scheduled to be held next 
month. 

The May 21-28 “Jordan 
Week’* in the Japanese 
capital is the first-ever such 
Jordanian event in the Far 
East and is widely seen as 
the best opportunity yet for 
the Kingdom to present it- 
self internationally and 
highlight the opportunities 
available here in a state of 
peace in the Middle East. 

The event is also highly 
timely since it comes after 
Jordan and Israel signed a 
peace treaty, ending nearly 
five decades of hostility 
that had largely dissuaded 
many international firms 
from coming in strong into 
the region, and ahead of 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit to be held in October. 


The Jordan Week in 
Japan will also mark the 
launching of direct 
Amman-Tokyo flights by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), the 
national carrier. 


His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, underlined the im- 
portance of the Jordan 
Week in Japan when he 
raid at celebrations mark- 
ing the 20th anniversary of 
the Jordan-Japan 
Friendship Association ear- 
ly this month that "Jordan 
rarely had the chance to 
receive such exposure." 

The association, with 
consistent support from the 
Crown Prince, has contri- 
buted strongly to develop- 
ing Jordanian-Japanese re- 
lations since its establish- 
ment 20 years ago, noted 
Sharif Jamil Ben Nasser, 
president of the associa- 
tion. 


and Japan," Sharif Jamil 
said in an address at the 
anniversary celebrations, 
which were attended by 
Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Sarvath and a la^ 
audience including senior 
offidals and members of 
the assodation. 


“We have always consi- 
dered that the personal re- 
lationship between the two 
royal houses and the 
mutual respea that they 
share is the foundation of 
friendship between Jordan 


The Jordan-Japan 
Friendship Association, 
Sharif Jamil said, "has tried 
in a very humble way to 
expand upon this solid 
foundation and increase 
the knowledge between 
both peoples." 

“This has not always 
been easy as Jordan and 
Japan are separated by 
many miles and oceans, 
geographically, culturally, 
linguistically and religious- 
ly,” he added. 

Bridging this gap is pre- 
cisely one of the main 
objectives of the Jordan 
Week, said the Japanese 
ambassador to Jordan, 
Yuji Ikeda. 


economy-oriented stage to 
a stage of political ^alogue 
pursuing common goals of 
regional and global man- 
agement," said Mr. Ikeda. 

Sharif Jamil, who is also 
honorary president of the 
Nationd Committee for 
the Jordan Week in Japan, 
desCTibed the event as a 
national endeavour “which 
uill undoubtedly give a 
strong boost to bilateral re- 
lations and strengthen ties 
at the political, economic, 
cultural, scientific and 
touristic levels." 


Jordan and Japan. 

*rhe keynote speedi will 
be given by Prince Hassan 
at the conference, which 
will be held at the United 
Nations University in 
Tokyo under the auspices 
of tile Jordanian Institute 
of Diplomacy, the Middle 
East Institute of Japan, the 
Japanese Ministry of Fore- 
ign Affairs and the Japan- 
Jordan Friensbip Assoda- 
tiou. 


Sharif Jamil also noted 
that the Jordan Week was 
being organised as Tokyo 
and Amman were marking 
the 40th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Jordan 
and Japan. 


“Our bilateral rela- 
tionship is entering a ma- 
ture state in which the two 
countries are moving away 
from a predominantly 


According to a schedule 
made available to the Jor- 
dan Times by the national 
committee in charge of 
uiganisiiig the Jordan 
Week in Tokyo, the event 
will include: 

— A conference entitled 
"Peace and Beyond." 
focusang on the role of 


After the conference, a 
Tokyo declaration will be 
issuM to act as 8 guideline 
for future joint endeavours 
in ail fields. 

^ A Jordanian exhibi- 
tion to be held at Seibu 
department store in Tokyo. 
This will include a picture 
and antiquities exhibit, a 
handicrafts exhibit and va- 
rious products of Jordan. 

— A Jordan Festival to 
be held at the Yokohama 
Inier.Continental Hotel, 
inctuding a reception to 
mark Jordan's Indepen- 
dene Day, 


from tbe InterContinental 
Hotel in Amman will orga- 
nise a Jordan food fair. 

— Royal Jordanian will 
also assist with all the logis- 
tics required for tbe success 
of the Jordan Week. ITiere 
are 18 million Japanese 
tourists that visit various 
countries each year and the 
Jordanian Ministry of 
Tourism has contributed 
with the Jordan Associa- 
tion of Travel Agents to 
establish contacts and a di- 
alogue with their counter- 
parts in Japan to increase 
the number of Japanese 
visitors to Jordan. 


event, has also been raising 
ftinds for the event. 


— The Jordanian Armed 
Forces Band will also give 
performances, pending fin- 
al arrangements, in Ginza - 
Tokyo and the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force will 
provide a C-130 aircraft to 
assist in the transport of 
penunnd and equipment 
to Tokyo and back. 


It has held meetings with 
Jordanian companies that 
have business affiliations in 
Japan, including the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany, the Arab Potash 
Company, the Jordan 
ment Factories, the Aipb 
Bank, the Houring Bank, 
the Jordanian Associa- 
tion of Travel Agents. It 
also contacted members of 
private sector organisations 
such as the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Chamber 
of Industry and the Jordan 
Businessmen's Assodation 
to assist in funding and to 
establish the number of 
Jordanians from the private 
sector that wish to travel to 
Japan to partidpate in the 
Jordan Week. 


Tbe Royal Jordanian 
folklore group willperfonn 
during the event, me chefr 


The National Committee 
for the Jo' Jan Week in 
Japan, establ'shed by a 
prime ministerial decree 
and entrusted with all pre- 
par ations pertainina to the 


“We must recognise the 
generosity of our interlocu- 
tors and counterparts in 
Japan and we must live up 
to our responsibilities in 
terms of the quality of 
Jordanian representation 
CO ensure the success of the 
Jordan Week in Japan," 
Prince Hassan has said. 



Comedian talks 
to Pope posing 
as a Canadian PM 


MONTREAL (R) — ^ 
C^ebec comedian said 
he was able to to 
John Paul II for 18 muntei 

by preteodiDg to be C aua<s^ 
Prime Minister Jean Chia. 
den. Pierre Brassard saM he 
spoke to the P^ Toradaya 
a telephone call broadcast on 
radio and, mimidring 
Chretien, told the Po^ 
that be intended to amend 
the constitution to assure 
CnnaHiflns the light tO Mfii 

The Pope supposedly rqdied: 
"I hoF^ that w31 help m 
during the (women’s) confer, 
ence in Peldng. " "Would yoo 
be prepared to come to Cana, 
da," Mr. Brassmd asked. 
"Not right now," tbe Pope 
said, laughing. After arldi^ 
the Pope wfam he wou(d in. 
stall a toy propeller on Us 
cap, Mr. Brassard finally 
admitted that he was not a 
prime minister, but a n& 
announcer. Tbe Pope chuck- 
led and blessed Canada. 
USA Today reported tire 
prank in its Thorny edBtion 
under the headline ‘fradio 
station makes crank to 
Pope." ‘*I swear it’s true. We 
wouldn’t puS a hoax Uke 
that," Mr. Brassard told 
Renters at CKOI-FM, a 
French-language Montreal 
radio station that broadcast 
the IS-minute phone ralL 
Mr. Brassard, a member of 
Blue Powder, a troim 
comedians, said foe radio sta- 
tion has made edited coi»es 
of the telephone call av^ 
able for laboratoty testing. It 
has also asked ^ telephmie' 
utility to its phone records to 
prove the call was actnally 
placed to foe Vatican. 
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UP! violated 
human rights by 
firing iesbian, 
Judge rules 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
federal judge nil^ that the 
U.S.-based service United 
Pfoss Inteniationai (UPl) 
rioted human rights law by 
racking a reporter after dis- 
covering she was a leslxan. 
Lawyers to UFI failed to 
tnm Dp in court heir to de- 
fend the news service against 
a lawsuit by Julie Brienza and 
Judge Joyce Green ruled 
against foe company by de- 
fi^L Brienza, was dis- 
missed by UPl on April 28, 
1990 and foe company said at 
foe time she bad bera fired 
because she violated staff 
relations about freelance 
writing for other publica- 
tions. Brienza asserted in her 
lawsuit however that she was 
fired because foe news se^ 
vice bad buckled under press- 
Die firom a religious broad- 
caster wbo urged Usfenms to 
flood UFI wifo ^Ils com- 
{riaining about her. UFI, con- 
tacted % AFP, had no im- 
mediate comment on the rul- 
ing but noted that the dismis- 
sal of the reporter o cc ur red 
under previous ownership trf 
tbe company. Under Green’s 
rnling, UPl was ordered to 
expui^ Brienza’s pexsonnd 
recoFCB of references to her 
sacking and replace them 
wifo a statement saying she 
left the company “to reasom 
best known by Nfe. Brienza... 
bat not for cause." "What^ 
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important is that the comt . 
showed a willingness to hold. . ^^> 3 ] 


a large corporation acco^- 
able for sexual orientation 




foscrimination,*’ said Suzai^ 
ne Goldberg, an attorney 
until a gay ti^ts gronp timt 
helped Brienza wifo her case. 
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Dentist fined for 
refusing to treat 
HIV patient 


MONTREAL (AFP) — A 
dental smgeon who refused 
to treat an HTV positive jpa- 
tient was fined $2,200 fbr 
d^a^, judicial sources 
said. The human rights court 
Judge Michele Rivet also 
niled that tiie dentist would 
have to accept patients widi 
AIDS or the HTV virus wbirii 
causes the in die 

ture nntos foe ailment is 
beyond his treatmort capac- 
ity. The plaintiff went to the 
deatal dioic in 1991 and 
wrote on his admissioD form 
that be was HIV positive. 
Tbe dinic tiien retoed to 
treat tnm for a tootbadie. Id 
the 60-page ruling, the court 
.NMw tlMu ui uic aoseocc of 
any real risk it could not 
accept the dentist’s aigammit 
tiiat foe to foe fife, 

liberty and personal seemity^ 
of his dime had prec^leiits 
over foe right to reemve r 
health service free of efiscri- 
ffiination based on a hand- 
icap. 
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